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"Outeral Aſſembly : 


OR, A 


DISCOURSE 


OF THE 
Gathering of all SAINTS to 


CHRIST. 


WHEREIN 


It appears that all SAINTS in all Places 
and Ages, ſhall be at laſt greed to- 
gether to CHR1S 
EY 


With the Time, Manner, Ends and balk | 
of this laſt Great Congregating off all | & 


SAINTS, and what uſe may be made; 
thereof. 
BEING 


Some MEDITATIONS upon 


2 Theſs. II. 


By 0. H. Miniſter of the GOSPEL: 
* Melch. Adam in vit Joan. Facob Grynzi, Pag. 877-- 
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0 praclarum illum diem cum ad illud animorum concilium' $«». 


lumg, proficiſear : Et cum ex hic turba dv collatione Vo 
dam fi enim Ethnicus (i. e. Seneca) ita ſenſit, cur tis © 
Chriſtiani eodem animo non ſi MUS. 


LONDON: Printed for Tho. Parkburſt, at the Bible 
co —_ Crowns ner. ne 1700: 
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8 TO THE 4 
Chriſtian Reader. 4 


Y 
ot 


EXT -to- thewimmediate=Injoyment of 
> God ( which # the Top and+Height of 
a Gracious Souls felicity ) us us no Youbt 
; an advyentitions Comfort fo the ,Chil- 4 
* dren of God , that they ſhall meet with all the Holy * 
, Souls in Heaven, of whom they baws beard, and 7 
” _ with whom they have injojyed ſweet Communion in 
=. * - this lower World: What a rawiſhng Tranſport of 
=  ' Love was there reciprocally b.rwixe lowmg Jona- 
than ard hs beloved David , mm therr mutual Eme  % 
braces when they kiſſed one another , and wept. 
one with another, until David exceeded, 1 Sam. © 
20.41. Who can read that Paſſage with dry Eyes | 
' But oh, what raptures of tranſcendent Foy will 
| theſe Holy Souls be filled with, upon their mitetng 
= -,,in Heaven | Where briny Tears ſhall be whiped 
\ from their ivetping "Eyes, and Sin and Sorrow hall 
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j F flee away ! Such joy would break their Hearts a 
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Bill them ( as the Father died for joy on bus two 
Sons coming off Vittors in the Olympick Games ) 
did not Almighty grace inlarge their Veſſels to a va#t 
Extent : When they told Facob that Joleph was 

| get alive, Facob's heart fainted, 
for he believed them: not, but 
whin be ſaw the Wagons ſent to car- 
ry him, the ſpirit of Facob revived: 
Ob but what full demonſtrations both: of the certain- © 
ty and excellency of our godly Friends felicity be m 
Glory ! No heſitation remains either it be fo, no 
bitter ingredients to allay thu joy : How will theſe 
pure fireams mingle and recur with raviſhment to all 


. Eternity ! The once tender-hearted Mother, -will turn 


Eg ber deſires into delight, and ſay, what 
Pro; 31, 2 my S0n! and what, the Son of 
my womb ! and what, the Son 

of my rows! Thou art welcome hither , now my 
fad Agonies are turned into triumphant Songs: What 
ſweet ſolace will the godly Huiband and gracious 
Wife take in each other | Once heirs 

x Pet 3. 7. together of the grace of life, now 
fall poſſeſſours of the life of glory : 

The godly Chriſtian Friends that 

Pſal, 55. 14 Walked to the houſe of God in 
| company, and took ſweet coun- 
_ fel cogether, are wow abundantly 

Pſal 36.8. Adatisfied with the fatneſs of God's 
houſe, and drink of the rivers of 

pleaſures, yes bath themſelves in this ocean” of de- 
lights : Swrely it will be no ſmall acceſſion of their 
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TEE” joy to meet their old Friends, Relations and Compa- 
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' ſo tranſported with finding out @ Mathematical Con- 


#4? 


To'the Chriltian Reager. 


nions there,never to part more : If Archimedes was . 


cluſion, that be cryed out [| wyna,, wenxe | I bave 
found, 1 have found it, much more will the glorified 
Saint be exceedingly raviſhed , when after all bis 
Pains and Fears , he can ſay, 1 bawve found my be- 
loved, and all my Chriſtian Friends befgrethe Throne z 


Oh happy day , Ob raviſhing fight ! To bebold the A | 


Sun of righteouſneſs in all bis Glory, and thoſe radi- 
ant Stars glittering in that upper Firmament ; thu 


' indeed will ſurprize the Soul with aftoniſhment : 


The reading of the incomparable Writings of Emis 
nent Miniſters , bath been often a great refreſhment 
to ſtudious and ſerious Souls ; Heynoſius, the learn- 
ed Library keeper of Leyden, profeſſed, that when 


' . be bad ſhut ap bimſelf among ſo many uſt) ious 


Souls , he ſeemed to fit down there as in the wery 
lap of Eternity, and pittied Rich Worldlings that 
were ſtrangers to bis delights. Oh but what brave 
Souls are the Spirits ”, juſt Men made perfel# ! 
What pleaſure will they take in the graces and hap» 
pineſs of each other !. If David could ſay of Jona- 


' than, very pleaſant haſt thoubeen 
unto-me; thy love to me was 2Sam. 1,26. _ 
, wonderful pafling the love of Wo- - "I 
men : O what love and delight will be above in the © © 


proper Element of Love! Where Souls will be filhkd 
with God , and delight in bis Image ſhining in all 
the Saints. 


A 3 | pc 


' To the Chrittian Reader." ” ©. "8 
It # certain, that all the real Saints that ever 

died fince the World began, are taken up into Hea- 
ven and enjoy God and each other ; but whether the 

' Saints departed or Angels, were participants of that 
= Dr. Owens Glory before which they have ſmce 
& Chriftolag, v. Chrisfs Aſcention into Heaven , s 
., 158. doubted by ſome, yea the contrary af- 
ferted, hich 1 diſþate not ; nay, I am apt ta 
think , every glorified Youl , looſed from the Fleſh, 
will be ſome additin to the Foy of the glorified 
above: O what acclamations of joy will every 
Soul landing ſafely in Glory cauſe, to Celeſtial 
Inhabitants ! Well met , Brethren, after a tedious, 
dangerous Voyage, 'in this Haven of ReFt : Glad, 
Tf glnd are we that you are got ſafe into Abra- 
ham's boſom ; And whether the Saints ſucceſſively 
going off the ſtage of thu World, inform them a- 
bove of the State of the Church below ? I have not 
to ſay: But as there is no Grief there , or occaſions 
of. Sorrow, ſo there # multitudes of objefts arid oc- 
caſions of Foy and Triumph , the felicitating ob- 
ett, the place, the company, the duration; all af- 
ford matter of Comfort: And why may we not 
5. think their Refleion upon their former State in tha 
= lower World, will contribute ſomething to their Re- 
=: . feſhment! Yea, and their communicating Experts 
* ences oneto another in that bleſſed\State : If any one 
doubt ; whether glorified Souls will bave ſuch mutu- 

al, intelligible Entercourſes with each other, for Sa- 
tisfattion herein , let them read the excellent Di/- 
courſe of precious Mr. John Flavil , called Tirzvua- 
Tooyie, or a Treatiſe of the Soul of Man from 

Page 
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FPage 274 to 281, wherein you'l find the Objeftion * 
" anſwered of their wanting the Organs and inſtry= * 
megts of Speech and Hearing. ** Surely (be ſaith) the 
© Spirits of juſf Men are not mutes, ſuch an Auguſt * 
« Aſſembly of holy and excellent Spirits, do not © 
&« live together in their Fathers Houſe, without mu» _. 
© tual, Converſe and Fellowſhip with each other as © 
« well as with God: The great Queſtion is, bow 
this Diſcourſe is managed, and be affirms out of Zan- 
chy, *©'that u bat a turning the key of the Will, 
*© and their Thoughts and Deſires are preſently ſeen. 
&« and known by others to whom they will diſcover 
ff chem, as a Man's Face u ſeen in a Glaſs, when 
* he pleaſeth to turn bu Face to it : Would one Spi- 
* rit make known bus Mind to another, it « but to 
Fill be ſhould know it , and it is immediately 
&*& known : And this internal way of ſpeaking, 
* more noble , perfet} and excellent then by Words 
* and Signs, both in reſpeft of clearneſs , and.alſ(0 
& of diſpatch and ſpeed: See both cleared, ubi Su-" 

pra, Þ. 280. 


AL JIE 5 


This is the Language of Spirits ( called the 
Tongue of Angels, 1 Cor. 13. 1.) but after the 
Reſurriftion when bodies are united to Souli, poſſibly 
there may be the uſe of bodily Organs, hawbeut in a 
more excellent way then now they can : Yet in the 
glorified Statethe joy of the Soul ſhall | 
redound to the Body; ſo that ſome Weemdc 
tbink there will be no uſe of the baſer Þ- 203. 
Sences but only of the noble Sences , 
8s Seeing and Hearing : Fs beft pleaſure is, "oy 
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* the Souls ſpiritual delights,are far more pleaſant then 
” ſenſual; immediately after a gracious Soul is parted 
from the Body, it attajns to that perfeFion of Knaw- 
ledge with more eaſe then it could attain to*@ ſmall 
degree of Knowledge whilſt in the Body : Tet its 
queſtioned whether the glorified Soul ſhall be in a 
proficiency of Knowledge, which yet will be an ad: 
dition to its Happineſi; For, the Soul being a Finite 
" - Being, cannot attain to a comprebenſive Knowledge 
of God,but what they injoy will be beatifical : O what 
SD. an emphaſis is in that Word, leeing 
x Cor. 13. 12. God face to face, and ſeeing him 
1 John, 3. 2. _ as he is 5 who can now tell what it © 
means ? Its true the Saints happineſs 
1 Theſ. 4.17. lies in being ever with the Ford, 
I Cor. 15+ 20. and God's being all in all to ther : 
But thu mutual Delight in one @- 
nother will be a bleſſed Circumtance of their Feli- 
city. 


FP hilt 1 was muſing on the great Number of pre- 
cious Souls breathing their laſt .- Miniſters and Ghri- 
ftians, formerly and lately, known and unknown , 
whom 1 ſhall never ſee any more in thu World, 1 
begun to contemplate what's become of them, (urely 
they are not loſt but laid up, when ſhall we meet @-. * 
gain? Where ſhall we meet ? In what Place or Con-* 
"dition ? 1 am aſſured by Divine Revelation . that 
the Souls of Believers do immediatly paſi into Glory, 
| and as our Lord ſaith to the penitent 
Tuke 23. 43+ dying Thief, to day fhalt —_ 
with 
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| wich me in Paradice , /o be ſaith © 
# of the Squl of Lazarus, that he Luke 16. 22, 
was carried by the Angels into 4- 
brabam's boſom ; there only Saints are, there all 
- the Saints are, 'tis a Place and State proper to Saints 
only, yet common to all the Saints, not one excluded, 
we need not fear want of good Company, yet, it x 
not the company of fellow Saints that will make us 
bappy, for as one ſaith, Though © the Strings receive 
- &* not their ſound and vertues from each other, yes 
© their concurrence cauſeth that Har- 
« mony which could not be by one a- 1, Baxters 
* lone ; for all the lines may be drawn Saints Boſt, 
* om the center, and not from each Part 1. Þ. 97: 
* other, and yet their Collocdtion 
* make them more comely then one alone could be: 
But in this, caution # neceſſary, that we give Chyi#t 
. bis Prerogative,and aſcribe not too much to Man, to 
 expett that from them that'snot in them ; Survivcrs 
are too prone to this Idolatry , - as Popery teſtifies : 
But in Heaven our Afﬀfettions will be regular, God 
will have his due, and Saints theirs; we ſhall bes 
bold God in his Saints: All the glory will redound 
to God in what God's Children have been and then 
are ; when be ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, 
and to be © admired in all them 
that believe in that day. Oh 2 Thbeſ. nr. 10. 
l abat an bappy, bonourable, trium- 
| * phant Aſſembly will that b&! The contemplation 1 
have bad of this Day and State, hath extorted from | 
me theſe Meditations ; Which bave been wery de- 
lightful to me in tranſcribing, and 1 ſhall pray _ 
| they 
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they may be profitable 20 the Reader . and that 3 


may land ſafe in that bleſſed Haven , where ſo” 
many of our godly Friends and Relations are arri- 


wed , that we may rejoyce and ſing together the 
Song of Moſes and obe Lamb for ever more : 


Which is the prayer and care of 
thy faithful Friend 


and Monitor, O. H. 
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Sepe. 22. 1698, 


i a | = 4 Ty OY. 
. ( | e ) WL 
; - 


—_—— 


2 THES. IL 1. 


Now we beſeech you, brethren by tbe 
coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
and by our gathering together unto 
bim. 


CHAP, I 

The Context cleared, the Text opened, 
| Dorine raiſed. , 
: H AT Jeſus Chriſt will come down 


from Heaven to Judge the World, is 
an Article of our Faith, commonly 
believed among profeſſed Chriſtians : 
But there have been uſeleſs, endleſs Diſputes a- 
bout the Time of his Coming ; but one would 
think , what our Lord faith in Math; 24. 36. 
ſhould filence Men's curious and preſurmpruous 


Aſſertions concerning this Secret, for he ſaich, 
thereof 
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thereof that day and hour knoweth # 
Mark. 13. 32. Man, 10 not the Angels of Heaven 
oY but my Father only : No nor Chriſty} 
himſelf as Man : No fay they, the Day and; 
© - , Hour cannot be known but the Year may |; 
= But that's a poor Evalicn, for by day-and hour 
FP * is meant the Time; and-it Chriſt know not, 
| no-wonder if he forecold it not to his Diſciples, 
for wiſe Reaſons, that we might be always rea-J, 

dy ; Grotius indeed faith , that Paul thought 

the coming of Chriſt would be in his days, 

yet you ſee here, that it would not be till cer - 

tain Signs foretold ſhould come topals, and af- ' 

ter that, they were ſtill ro expect it as uncer- : 

tain ! Ignorance of it is needful, but errour a- 
bour it is hurtful; Tet us ſtudy what tends to 
Practice. | 

In this Text the bleſſed Apoſtle doth vehe 
mentiy beſeech them by all that is dear unto 
them, that no precence either of Spirit, Word 
or Apoſtolical I.etter , do perſwade them-that 
Chriſts coming is near at hand, and fo torment 
their Minds or.\tagger their Faith when they 
find it otherwiſe : What thoſe preceding Signs 
are, ſee -Baxter's Paraphraſe on this Chapter, 
thoſe that can let them conſulr it. 

All that I ſhall do is, to take notice of this 
folemn obſecration or obteſtation in this Text, 
wherein he adjures them : 

1. By the coming of our Lord. 
2. By our gathering together unto him, 
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Teavenf; Cor 15. 31. I prote#t by your rejoycing which 1 
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I is a ſacred and ſolemn Oath, - like that in 


Chriſt] Love in Chrift Feſus our Lord, 1 die daily: Sohere, 
Y andlie js as if he ſhould lay , as. you have an high 


may .. 
1 hour 


, Not, 
Ciples, 
$ rea- 


dughe 


days, | 
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and honourable Elteem of Jeſus Chriſt hitnſelf, 
and as you have a great eſteem of , and make 
due preparation for the coming of Chriſt, by 
which he will gather-us all to himſelf, and re- 


ally perfe& the Unity of his Body, both which 


are repreſented as proper objes of Faith , 
which we admire and expe&t,, and highly 
eſteem. I do again beſcech you by theſe, be 
not too credulous of Men's predictions, who 


{tate that day to this or that time as they fancy; - 


ſometimes prepoſteroufly haſtening it, other 
whiles procraſtinating ir, co a vait dimention : 


21 muſt tell you, faith Pay!, theſe conceits are 
I ſcattered by Satan's Artifice : And it becomes 
Jan [ exitiale commentum | dangerous figment or 


invention of Men's Brains , for it it come not 


Jto paſs, ſome languiſh in cheir Faith, others 


grow preſumptuous in' their Security : If che 


I Devil prevail thus far , he will ſo work | «t ni» 
'J Hil in Religione certum aut fixam reliqueret | that 


he will leave nothing fure or fixed in Matters 


| of Religion, as Calvin faith on this Text; yea, 


by this means Men looſen the cords, and break 
the bands that join together the Articles of our 
Faith, yea, ſtrike at the fonndarion Article of 
the ReſurreRion. 


Doct. TL. 
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- Do. I. Minifers muſt be Beſcechers. T - 
As they may commandin their Maſters nam}ma 
ſo they muſt beſeech as Servants be 
1 Theſ, 5. 12. allthe Faithful, x Thel. 4: 1. We | 
F ſeech you and exhort you: | #goT# wer 
=, we humbly andearneſtly deſire you, as if 
- >"... went down onour knees toyou ; hence x Th 
2.7, 8. We were gentle among youeven as a Nur thy 
* cheriſheth her Childrej : Our buſineſs is greay #:e 
ſinners inexorable', we have great need to uſf 7h: 
the moſt obliging Terms, as though God diq ni 


befeech Sinners by us., to pray them in ChriFF tet 
. ffead to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. F. 20, | he 
Doe. II. A# God's Servants are Bretbren. : 


Be they high or low, rich or poor, the mo 
E..* eminent Apoſtle and meaneſt, yea, weake| 
© believe they are Brethren, chey have all on 
bye Father, God, our elder Brother Chriſt, oz 
£- holy Spirit that animates them all , one Covel 
nant of Grace to wrap them up in, one hea 
' venly Inheritance that they are Heirs of ; henc 
Col. 1. 2. To the Saints and faithful Brethren 1 
Cbri5#: O what an endearing Relation is this 
Let us live up to it. 


DoR. IL Chrift will certainly come to Fudg + 


ment. 
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| 
4 It is certain this noble Man is gone into. a wt 
= country to receive for himſelf a kingdom, and to re] 
tern , © recxon with his Servanrs, Luke 29. 
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as” [ Imago &- Arrabo Adceptus ultimi | the _1-& 
amſmage and earneſt of his laſt coming z deſcri- 
WF bed in 1 Thef. 4. T5, 16, 17. . 


"4 Do. IV. The coming of Chrift x a mo#t en- 


LEY | | | 
ne dearing Conſideration to believers. 


'heſ- This is to the Chriſtian as the Harveſt is to 
Var the Husband-man, James F. 7, 8. Be ye alſo pa- 
eat] tient ſaith be, ſtabliſh your Heart for the coming of 
uſf the Lord draweth nigh: O what a glorious Mor- 
dig ning will that day be, when the Sun of Righ- 
;F} teouſneſs will ſhing once again with help and 
heating in his Wings! Then let the heirs of 
glory lift.up their beads, for the day 

of their Redemption draws nigh : Luke 21, 28. 
off You cannot intreatthem by more 

eff ſtrong and obliging Obreltations or Argy- 
ng ments. 


yi DoQ. V. Though \Chriffs coming be ſtopt to 


he the Saints and. certain m it ſelf , yet the Time 
X 2 # uncertain 10 us. © | 


* Our Lord faith to his inquiſitive Diſciples, 
is Ads. r. 6, 7. It # not for you to know the times 
and the ſeaſons, which the” Father -bath ut in bis . 
, | own Power; hence he. faich, Mat. 24.42, 44. 
51] Watch therefore, be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch-an boar 
L as you think not ; the Sun of Man cometh : This is 
ar} a Key that the wiſe God locks under his Gir- 
e-| dlez he keeps this Secret | amrer arcaua inmerij ] 
among the Myſteries of this glorious Empire ; 

; : let 


M2—27. Chtiſt's coming to Judge the Few ; © 
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let tis be content with a learned Ignorance here 
in. | 


*Dodt. VI. Men's bold Comments upon dark 
Prophecies are apt to ſhake Men's minds: 


If ſudden approach be foretold and it prove 
not ſo, Men are tempted to believe nothing, 
though this is unreaſonable that Men will not 
believe what God faith, becauſe what Men ſay 
prove Falcities ; but many confident Expoſi- 
ters will needs thruſt their Comment into the 
Text : yet, a judicious -Chriſtian muſt diſtin- 
guiſh, there may be great motions and commo- 
tions, yet, no immediate preſages of a conclu-' 

ſion, Mark 13. 7. | 


Doa. VII. That at Chrif”'s Second coming , 
| there will be a great gathering together of 
Sarmts : 


When all the Ele& ſhall be gathered into one 
[ 'Emraywyis ] an Aggregation or Congregas| 
tion, a mighty folemn metting, as here Heb: 
Io. 25. 


Do. VIII. The meeting of Believers ſhall be 
to Chriſt : 


'Erx' dumy or wgvs duriy , James 2: 75. which! 
ſome interpret of free Liberty to meet to wor: 
ſhip God in this World after their ſcatterings by 
Perſecution , who were forbid by perſecuting 
Emperours, but gratited by Conſt antimes Edits, ] . 
thus Grotius , Hammond—but this is forced, 
| there 


—_ 


o 
* - 4 , w., - 
£ > 4. ; > © Wi. 4 x» Iv a 
«b RT” I "oP 1 p » 4 Wo - : 
? - . Y i Fs q » 
. i - 


erexF there is a greater Congregation then that at © 


ark 


Chriſt's ſecond coming. 
But I paſs theſe and pitch on this; 


+ Do&. IX. That at Chriſt's ſolemn coming there 
will be @ great gathering together of Saints to 
Chrift's : 


The Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 22, 23. mentions ag 
znnumerable company of Angels, and a general 4ſ- 
ſembly , and Church of the firſt born, which are 
written in Heaven : 1 ſhall ſay lictle of the An- 
gels, though God hath by Chriſt united chem 
to the 'myſtical Body of Chriſt, the Church, 
{o the Apoſtle tells us, Eph. x. 10. That be bath 
gathered together in one all things in Chriſt, both 
which are in Heaven, and which are on Earth, e- 
wen in bim: The Angels of themſelves are but 
Creatures, and fo changeable (fo the word 
Shinan ſignifies, Mutable , aſcribed to the An- 
gels P/al. 68. 17.) but receive confirmation by 
Chriſt ; though not reconciliation :' So that 
now they cannot leave their Stations as did che 
Apoitate Angels. But whether Angels ſtand 
by Chriſt's Mediation, or by God's Ele&ion 
(therefore. called Ele& Angels) I.determine 
not, But I am now to treat of Converted Souls, 
chat then ſhall be united in one Body ; that will 
be a ſtrangg, Amphitheatre, an aſtoniſhing Sighe 
when all the Pairiarchs , Prophets , Apolttles , 
Martyrs, Confeſſours (hail be brought torth in- 


. to open view, and ſhal! bc advanced into thoſe 


Celeſtial Manſions with higheſt ATE + 
| B n 
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pleaſant Subje&, 


' ſhall open theſe Sever things, 


What this gathering alludes to. 

After what manner they are gathered. 
What is imply'd in this gathering. 

For what End they are gathered. 
How they are gathered to Chriſt. 
Why will God thus gather them. 
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Þ. 
, 


What improvement may be made of it. 


CHAP. I: 


What's meant by this gathering together , 
I. What it alludes to, 2. How it is ma- 
naged, and when tranſatied. 


I. | Shall briefly explain the Emphaſis of this 
Word, what it ſignifies, and the Allu- 


ſons to ſomething in common view. « 


x. It alludes toan Hoſpitable Perſons taking 
in Wanderers to lodge them, and kindly enter- 


rain them : So the Word is-uſed, Mat. 25. 35. 


| 
; 


I was a ſtranger and he took me in | Zivos nwiv x, 


CUVN EL TE ws | ye gathered me :: Alaſs , God's 


Chilcren are Strangers and Pilgrims*in the Path, * 


Heb. 11. 13. as Men oft caſt them out, and 
they wander about in Sheep-skins and Goats-kins, in 
Deſ:rts, Mountains, Dens and Caves of the Earth, 


V: 373 


PD RN ee bps 4 


EY wy TT A thYS 


SS nv A0T Hd 


f& * He % 


OP) 
* "Fv. 37, 38. but their loving Father takesthem in + 7 
and provides them Houſe and , &., 
Harbour , aw» houſe not made with 2 Cor. 5. 1. 
bands eternal in the Heavens ; La- 
1] zarzs at the rich Man's Gates is taken up into 
| Abrabam's boſom, a better lodging then the rich 
_— ſtatelieſt Chamber, thus God gathers * 
tnem, 
" 2+ It alludes to a Man's gathering a rich 
Treaſure together, o-_ _ 
precious Stones, as Devid gather- _— 
ed a prodigious Treaſure for buil- fire yo 39- 
ding the Temple, three thouſand &- 
talents of gold, ſeven thouſand talents 
of refined filver, all manner of precious ſtones, 
x Chron. 29. 2, 4. Solomon gathered ſilver and 
4 gold, and the peculiar rreaſures of 
King's : But what are all theſe to xc. 2. 8. 
| God's treaſure ? Which too calls Exod. 19. 5. 
{ his peculiar treaſure, more worth 
Webco both the Þ:dies : Theſe God hath his time 
and way to gather up, Mat. 3. 17. They ſhall 
be mine ſaith the Lord in the day A” I make up - 
- my jewels : God's jewels lie looſe and ſcattered, 
but he will ſtring them , and lay them up fate 
with himſelf in Heaven. | 
3. This word alludes to congregating tCJe- 
ther, as in a Synagogue for Religious Atts | ce- 
| #us & conrventzs ſacer | an holy Re- 
ligious meeting, He hath built = Luke 7. 5- 
| 4 Synagogue, that's for Religious 
worſhip, ſo the AS IE [ 7p ] imports 
2 a 


(10) 
| a Religious meeting : And WF.he 
Afts 6. 9. read of a Synagegue of the Libery, _ 
tines , but this inay be called the, 
Synagogue or the Congregation of Licentiates ſig 
or higheſt Graduates in Divinity, that. have i 
ſome ſenſe commenced -per Saltum , and have; 
leapt out of the Church below inwo the Chur 
triumphant above, being highly preferred b 


E<-1 


their blefſed Maſter. - 
4- The word imports a meeting in an hong .. 
ourable Councel, that's above an ordinary Al- ly 
ſembly, Mat. 26. 3. Then. aſſembled together the x 
cbief Prieſts , and Scribes aud Elders , &c. thele} , 

. were the Sanhedrim and fat as Judges upon} « 
. Gauſes Criminal and Capital | a42z ] it ligh þ, 
'Diftes nor a vulgar, or a common meeting, but x. 
a convention of States, to fit upon Life and}_ . 
Death ; and though that was a wicked. meeting} « 
to condenin the Son of God , yet this glorious] | 

| 


Aſſembly of Saints ſhall be convened to be Af- 

iefſors with Chriſt ro judge their Judges, x Cor.} 

6. 2. Know ye not that the Saints 

*Rev. I. 6. ſhall judge the World, yea Anpels :' 
#ſa/m45.16. All the Saints of God are Kings 

” and Princes in all the Earth 3 Oh: 
what an h6nourable Jury will there. be to ap- 
-plaud the ſacred Judicacure of our Lord ! 

This is the meaning of the Word. 

2, I muſt ſhew the manner, means and. me- 
thod, how this gathering togecher is managed, 
or how the Saints come to be gathered toge- 
ther, and when ; 


 W __ 
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wel 7. Converting Grace gathers Sinners out of 

ihe world to God'; This is initial and prepara- 
the fry 3 the word in Eph: r. 10. gathering together 

atesl #9 9c | draxpdrawartit ] is very empharical, it 

__ ſignifies to reEapitalate, or recolle&, or reduce 
all to an Head, it implies that mankind by Sin, 

I is ſeparated from God , disjointed one from a- 

p41 nother , the Members ſcattered ; juſt like an 
old ruinous Houſe that's fallen: All the pieces 
thereof are gone aſunder, till the workman 
come and ſet them together, and rear upa ſtate- 

ly Fabrick of the old Materials ; Man hath not. 

of loſt the faculties of his Soul by - * 

4 thefall, butthe reftitude thefeof :  ,,, 5 - 

4 All the- imaginations of Man's Ger. . 8. 

ba heart are become evil; He hath Luk 15. 

baniſh't himſelf from God, into 
- a foreign Country : In a natural 
'Bl Senſe, God is not far from every Ads 17. 27. 
one f 4s: But in a moral Senſe, _. 

"4 God and unconverted Sinners 

| areat a great diſtance, they are =þh. 2. 12, 

Fs: far off, alienated from the life of Chap. 4. 18. 

God , but Grace brings Sinners 

”$ fromtheir wanderings : The Spirit in the word 
unites them by. a bleſſed cement in an efficati- 
ous manner, and that, he that « 

joined to the Lord « one Spirit: And 1 Cor. 6. 17. 
the Blood of Chriſt unites God 

and the Soul meritoriouſly : O 

bleſſed conjunction, Oh, happy E#h. 2. 13,22. 

| meeting ! God hath found out a 

B 3 way 
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+. way in the Goſpel fo ; ather toge- 


Ta. 56. 8 ther the outcaſts of Iſrael: Alafs, 


we are all as Sheep going aſtray, 
; hoy 's, but our Lord gathers the lambs into 
| bis armes , and brings them into 
fold, Jews and Gentiles make one fold : For, 
faith the Apoſtle Paul, ye are all the Children of 
God by faith in Chriſt Feſus , Gal. 3. 26. Faith 
makes a miſtical Union, Love a Moral, Eph. 
4. 15. But ſpeaking the truth in love( or ks 
it in love ) may grow up into bim in all ehings, 
which is the head even Chriſt : Oh this, this is 
the foundation of all the reſt ; converſion is the 
firſt colleion. 


2, God athers his Saints by Death to him- 
ſelf : Irs faid of Abrabam, that he ſhould be ga- | 
thered to bis Fathers in peace, Gen. 15.15. and | 


; be was gathered to his people, Gen. 25. 8. Inter- 
preters obſerye that this is uſually applyed in 

Scripture to good Men, and it refers to the 
Soul, that they go to their godly 

Gen. 25. 17. progenitors, and becauſe this 1s 
Gen. 45-29 applied to Jbmael, therefore the 
| Fews think he was a Penitent : 


- Num. 20. 24, But however, the Phraſe is appli- 


Chap. 27. 13. ed moſt ordinarily togood Men, 
as Facob, and of Aaron, of Moſes, 

of Fofiab ; 'tislaid, 2 Kings 22. 20. 1 will gather 
thee ro thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered to thy 
ave in peace : Its true, he died in Battle, but 


in peace with God, and was tranſlated intothe + 


. everlaſting peace with the Saints ; this is the 
way 


, _ | _ TY wrath ” \ JR FO 
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way of Divine Providence to carry his Children 
through a tempeſtuons Sea into an Haven of - 
Reft ; they.ſhall not always be tormented with 
Satan's temptations, the Worlds oppoſitions, -* 
their own corruptions , but when they have ® 
done their work here in this wary World, they ©. 
ſhall enter into peace , they ſhall refl in their beds, * 
each one walking in bu uprightneſs, Iſa. 57. 2. Oh 
bleſſed change, God gives them p 

4 quietzs eff from the Troubles of Rev. 14. 13. 
this wary Pilgrimage , they reſt 
Fom their labour: their bodies * 75% 4+ 14: 
ſleep in Feſw, and are laid up ſafe 
'in a quiet Repoſitory , and their © 23: 43: 
cenkeda enter into Paradice, 4. e. 

the third Heaven, the immediate. preſence of 
God : As Earth is the common Mother of all, 
ſo Heaven is che receptacle of all Believers. 

3. God gathers them up out of their graves 
by the reſurre&ion of their Bodies, and the re- 
union of their Souls to thoſe ſelf fame Bodie: : 
This was a Dodtrine believed and well digeſted 
in' the Old Teſtament, Job 19. 25, 26, 27. 
Though after my skin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
ins my fleſk ſhall I ſee God ; thy dead Men ſhall live 
faith aiab, ch, 26. 19. together with my dead 
body ſhall they ariſe : The New Teſtament doth 

bundantly confirm this great Article of our 
aith, Jobs 5. 28, 29. 1 Cor. 15. Oh what an 
Army of Saints will ſtare up out of the Earth ! 
Their ſcattered-bones and duſt ſhall be reared 


'vp, and coagulated, and our Lord will bring 
B 4 their 


® their glorified Souls along with him to ſing out” 
eſt Flowers periſh, andche beauteous Complex+ 


hue in Winter, yet in Summer there is a kind- 
of ReſurreRion : If you ſay in them, life is re- 
maining in the Root and Secd, we ſay, the Soul 
isthe root of the Body, and Chriſt the root of 
the Soul, and both are living, Col. 3. 34. and 
though there be no phyſical Contract, yet there 
is a relative Union betwixt Soul and Body, and 
a deep rooted love and inclination the Soul 
hah to it ; the filly Snail by its natural life and 
power, can make for it felf an Habitation, yea 

a Silk-worm becomes a winged 


See My. BY. Fly, the warmth of the Hen turns 


nial,Page206 are Emblems of the Reſurre&ion. 


a little earth and aſhes into ſuch curious tranl- 
parent Glaſſes , why ſhould we doubt whether 
the mighty Power of God can- communicate 
a glorious perfeRion to the Fleſh that's diſſolved 
into its Elements ? Luther faith, I love the no» 
ble Art of Chymiſtry,” it is ſuch a brave Em- 
blem of the Refurretion: O what a blefled 
ravithing ſight will that be, to fee the ſandti- 
fied Soul united to the glorified Body , 9 


next, - 


4. By 


| 8 the high Praiſes of Febowab : Roſes die, {weet- | 


jon of the Earth turns to a bleak and withered * 


terof Self-de- the Egg into a Chicken theſe : . 


| And what cannot the Power of | 
God eftet? If a skilful work-man can turn 


receive their reward together ! This is the 


ged, others raiſed fromthe dead, the Souls 


left behind on their dunghil the earth ia fer- 
ters to receive their Sentence, and confined to 
their Priſons , this is that Myitery, which poſ- 
ſibly the blefled Apoſtle Paul! heard from God 
when he was caught up into the third Heaven, 
and heard #n/peakable words | dpprre' 

fnuant ] worldles words: This 2 Cor. 12.4, 
is. Cor. 15.51, 52. Bebold I fſhew 

you a myſtery , we ſhall not all ſleep ( i. e. die ) but 
we ſhall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye: This is fucther confirmed and ex- 
plained in 1 Thef. 4. r5. For this we ſay unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are a- 
live and remain unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall 
not prevent them which are aſleep: And veric 16; 
The dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, then we which 
are alive and remain , ſhall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air : Verle 17. Calvin faith, he 

ſpeaks here of the Faichful only, calvin 
the refurreion of the Wicked, .in1 Cor. 15. 5. 
is a kind of change, though thy 

be not mentioned there; but of ſuch as ſhall 
bear the name of the heavenly or of Chriſt, 
verſe 49. 50. this is equivalent to Death, when 
there ſhall be an aboliſhing of the former Na- 
ture, and introducing a new one: This is a 
| ſpecics 


utF 4. By the ſame power of God ſome ſhall be 
et- fchan 
j of the glorified Saints ſhall deſcend and be uni- 
J ted to their own Bodies, and then aſcend wo 
2 meet the Lord.in the Air, and the wicked are 


_ -— } #%, 


ſpecies or kind of death, but as it is not a ſepsFothe 
ration of Soul from the Body, fo 'tisnot a ſle T | 
but it is a ſudden tranſition from corruptibled ni 
Nature into a bleſſed immortality : Here is the 
difference betwixt thoſe that die and ſuch as are 
changed, that the former put off the ſubſtance 
of the body, but they that are changed, put off 
nothing but che qualities of the body, the dead 
ſhall riſe, before the living are rapt up :' He 
ſends the Clouds for Chariots, as Poſeph his 
Wagons for Facob and his Family : O what 
vaſt numbers will then mount up like a Cloud 
and darken the Heavens ? This is in order to 
their congregating above. 
5. The Angeles of God are ſent to gather up 
the ſcattered Saints, Mat. 24. 41. 
Mark 13. 27. And he ſhall ſend bis Angels viel 4 
great ſound of a trumpet, and they 
ſhall gather together bus Elef# from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other : Its true,fome 
take this to refer to the deſtruftion of Feruſs- 
| « lem, . but the moſt ſolid interpre. 
x Cor. 15. 52. ters apply it to this laſt Day ; Paul 
ſaith, the trumpet ſhall ſound, as of 
old, they called the Congregation of ' 1rael to- 
gether by the ſound of a Trumpet : So now; 
the Lord ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout with 
the woice of the Archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God, 1 Thel, 4. 16. I confeſs here are hard 
Points, which no mortalcan reſolve, as 1/. Con- 
cerning'this Trumpet, what it is, Calvin faith. 
[ Relinquo alis ſabtilizes diſſerrendum | leave to 
| others 
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SFothers to diſcourſe ſubtilty of it : 2dly. What 
kind of ſhout this is, which is a kind of mag. 
4 nificent Acclamation to the Judge; and ſum- 
he) moning all to appear, for the word in Greek 
2 [& xudouen ] doth alſo ſignify a Command : 
| Alludingto Marriners or Souldiers ſummoned to 
ff be ready. © 344. Who this Archangel is, and 
what Degrees there are among the Angels, 
(which School-men voluminouſly diſpute, ) or 
whether it be not Chriſt himſelf, becauſe its 
ſaid, the dead that are in their graves ſhall bear bu 
dj woice, John 5. 28. and 4tbly. Whether this ſhall 
4 be an oral ſhout or voice from the mouth of 

Chriſt, or only an expreffion of his Divine 

» $ Power, I am not able to determine : But ſuch 
..$ a Summons there ſhall be, and all the Sons and 
; FF Davghters of Adam ſhall appear, not one Per- 
3 fon gentle or ſimple can skulk or hide them- 
ſelves, the meaneſt ſhall not be lookt on as in- 
conſiderable, and the moſt potent Princes are 
not at that day invincible: In vain ſhall the 
wps of the earth, great Men, rich Men, the 
chief Captains and mighty Men, bond and free hide 
themſelves, or call to the mountams and rocks to fall 
on them, Rev. 6.15, 16. No, no, the Summons 
ſhall reach all, and all muſt obey and appear, 
whether they willor no ; the mighty, Almigh- 
ty God can fetch them out, his all-ſeeing Eye 
can ſpy them ont : See the Summons, Pſalm 5o. 
I, 2, 3, 4, F, 6. He ſball call to the heawens from 
above and to the earth that be may judge his people : 
| Theſe be words, gather my Sajzts together, un- 
to 


| ne " TIERT . =( - i "Mm 
to me, thoſe that have made a covenant with me by 
ſacrifice : O what @ vaſt multicude will then aps 
pear . Toouſand , thouſands Mint 
Dan. 7. 10. fer to bim, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ſtand before bim : Yea, 
a great multitude which no Mau 
Rev. 7.9 can number, of all nations, kindred 


and people, and tongues ſtand before | 


the throne and the lamb, cloathed with white robes 


and palms in their bands : O what a glorious , 


celebrious, ſhining company of beautiful Pgr- 
fons will there be '_ 

6. Yet further, theſe multitudes gathered to- 
gether will have their Spirits perfe&ly united, 
they ſhall all ſpeak one Language, as the whole 
earth did before the confuſion at Babel: There 


will be an harmony of Minds, Wills, Aﬀe&ions, - 


Conſciences, converſations ; no. claſhing, no 
diſcord, they ſhall be fully united, cemented 
and perfealy joined together, and-all to one 
Rule and Canon : They all conſpire together 


in one celeſtial Song, the heavenly quire of 


Angels ſtand round about the Throne, eccho- 
ing to that innumerable company of believing 
glorified Fews and Gentiles ; laying, Amen, bleſs 
ſing, honour and glory, and wiſdom and thankſpive- 
ing be ynto our God for ever and ever Amen, Rev. 
7.10, 11,12, Its worth obſerving, that upon 


Antichriſts ruine, @ great woice of much people in 


heaven ſaying Alleluja, Rev. 19. 1. And again 
tbey {aid Allelgja, v. 3. then again, the four and 
twenty Elders, and four Bzalts, ftill eccho out 

the 
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the ſame tune Alluja: The former were more 
private this pablick,- of the whole Congregati- 
on : But ſtill upon a new Summons they add 
ever Allelsja, this was the Hoſanna Rabba ( asthe 
Fews call it, ) or an | Hallelyjatica wi&oria | as 
old Britans called their Vidtory over the Saxons : 


- All but faint Emblems of that great Solemanity, 


in which the multitudes of glorified Souls are 
of one heart and lip , unanimouſly adoring 
their Redeemer, acquiefſing in his righteaus 
Sentence | nemine contradicente ] they neither 
contradict one another, nor the will of God : 
There is not a jarring String in this Muſick: 
Whatever apprehenſions or languages may be 
here; they all ſpeak the ſame there : Yea, 
though they did not underſtand one anothers 
Diale& in this World, yet they ſhall all ſpeak 
the Language of Canaan, whether -it ſhall be 
Hebrew ( as ſome conceive ) who knows, but it 
will be intelligible by all that then mget together : 
The Text faith, hey ſhall ſee eye to eye when the 
Lord ſhall bring again Zion, Ila. 52. S. Now if 
ever that Text ſhall be fulfilled ; even as two 
Eyes look both on one Objed, ſo the Eyes of 
all Saints ſhall be towards the Lord : There 
will be a {weet agreement in Principles, Practi- 
ces, Profeflions, Aﬀections, as the Primitive 
Chriſtians that were of one heart and of one ſoul, 
ARs 4. 32. Then ſhall we all come to the unity of 
the faith, Eph. 4. 13. 

7. Theſe congregated Saints ſhall be admit- 
ted into one place, and ſtate of Glory 3 They 


are 


| are before the throne of God , and be that ſateth 


the throne ſþ 
Theſe bright Stars ſhall make a glorious Con- 


one Star may differ from another Star in Glo- 


© tity; yet they ſhall all be full in that vaſt ocean 
* not the weakeſt, feebleſt, ſhall be loſt or lefe 
behind, the feeble among them ſhall be as David, 
and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the An- 
gel of the Lord before them , Zech. 12. 8, Not a 
grace duty , not a mite given in 
Charity ſhall be loſt : Tears ſhall 
be here botled, and a cup of cold 
Water ſhall be. rewarded, there 
is room enough in Heaven for all the Saints, i 
my fathers houſe, ſaith he, are many manſions, 
þ John 14. 2. Many for number, 
Rev. 21, 10, ® Jarge for extenſion : That City is 
J 12, 25, four {quare having twelve Gates, 


Pſal. 66.8, 
Mat. 12. 42. 


World: The gates of it continually. open, never 
ſhut : O the ſtupendious vaſtneſs of that upper 
Region! Earth is but a point, a ſmall Pin-head 
compared to it; though the Text in Revelations 
ſpeak bur of ewelve thouſand Furlongs, which 
according to ſome make bnt fifteen hundred 
Miles : But what is thatto. Heaven, if che Ci- 
ty of che great King be meant there by the 
New Feruſalkem as ſome think ; But doubtlels it 

is 


all dwell among them, Rev. 7. T 
ſtellation in the heavenly orb : Though poſibly 
ry, yet they ſhall all be irradiated with the Sun. 


' of Righteouſneſs, according to their Capacities, 
- though theſe veſſels of grace be of various quan-. 


filled from all quarters of the 


Fis exceeding ſpacious, if indeed ie be a place 
F circumſcciptively taken ; but-where the King is 
7 there is the Court, as the Angels do always be- 
| hold the Face of God, and there. 
fore are ſtill in Heaven , though ax. 18. 10. 
imployed about Saints on Earth; Heb. 1. 14. 
ſo it may poflibly be with the 
Saints after the Reſurreftion : Who knows 
whether the purified Earth may be one Place 
of their Ccleſtial Happineſs ; yet ſome think 
it will be wicked Men's Hell, and place of Tor- 
ments: But be that as it may, we are ſure 
there is room enough for all the Saints in Hea- 
ven; and our Lord will have them all with 
him, not an hoof left behind as lighted , for 
he purchaſed all at a dear rate, prayed for them 
when he was leaving the World : An idea 
- and ſum of his preſent Interceflion , we have 
in Fob 17. particularly werſe 24. Father, 1 will 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am : This will be a bleſſed Congre. 
gation indeed, a ſpacious Tempie, a large Pa- 
radice not in corners, houſes, chappels, where 
they are crowded, and often perſecuted, fined, 
impriſoned, here they have liberty, yea, pol- 
ſibly every Saint ſhall have his proper Manſion, 
yet in full communion with God, and. the reſt 
of glorified Spirits : But more of this hereafter. 
Thus I have ſhewed how they are gathered; 


CHAP. 


GHAP 1. 


What is implied in this _ together, | 


what is included in it, and conſequences of 


zÞ. 
A T H E next Head to be opened is , 
to give a more particular account 
of this work of the Saints gathering toge- 
ther, and this I ſhall do in theſe Sever particu- 
lars. 
1, That all the. Saints in the fzveral ages, 
places, conditions wherein they have lived, 
ſhall be gathered into one general Affembly, 
this may ſeem ſtrange, buc its true; all the 
Children.of God thar ever have lived this five 
thouſand Years and upwards, fince Man was 
placed on this earthly Globe, all chat ever have 
lived, do live, or ſhall live till che end of time, 
ſhall. be aſſembled, fuch as have lived in far di- 
ſtant places many thonſand Miles aſunder, by 
vait tra&s of ground, fTnountains, ſeas, in 
Enrope, Aſia, Africa and America, luch as have 


died many thouſand Years ago, and havebeen {| 


. Jong ſinging praiſes and enjoying God in the 
Church criumphante , Old Teſtament Saints, 
and New Teſtament Saints : The Childcen of 
God in the Church militant, yer fighting un- 


der ' 


| 


f 
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0 der the banner of Chriſt, ſhall meet with Vi. 7 


Etors that have beefi long crowned : Perſons of - 
all Conditions , Ages, Sexes, Qualities, Rich 
and Poor, Old and Young; ſuch as never ſaw 
each others Faces in this World, no, nor ever 


heard of each other , yet then they ſhall meet. .$ 
+ together, Luke 13. 29. And they ſhall come from the 


Eaſt and from the Weft and from the North,and from 
the South, and ſhall ſit down m the Kingdom of God : 
Its ſaid; Ads 2. 5. There were dwelling at Feruſalem 


' Tews, devont Men; out of every Nation under Hea- + -* 


wen :But what are thoſe to theſe out of all Coun- 
tries of the World : O what a vaſt number of 

Souls ſhall be congregated ! Such as never ap- - 
peared together in this lower. Region : When 
there ſhall be a general Colle&ion of Mortals , 


- beyond the Theaters , or Amphitheaters of the 


Ancient Romans, or Armies of 

Mahometans : Multitudes, multi- Joel 3. 14. 

tudes in ths Mount as Foel ſpeaks 

itt the walley of decifien. | 
2. That all this Congregation ſhall then be 

perteRly holy : So ic may be truly ſaid of this 

Aſſembly, as the murmuring 

Princes ſaid of Iſrael, All the Con Num. 16. 3: 


. gregation are Holy, every one. of 


them, and the Lord is among them; there is not 
one feeble Perſon among them, no infant of 
day's, but they are grown up to be ſtrong, turn 
Gyants in Grace ; They ſtand in no need of 
Ordinances, miniſterial Gifts, and the exerciſe 
thereof are only for perfecting of the Saints, Eph. 
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perfeted : That Cjty bath no need 


E - Rev. 21. 23. of the Sun, or of the Moon to ſhime 


in it :. As ſoon as ever the breath 
departs out cf the body of a Child of God, it 
= - ſhakes off all Sin, and puts on a new Garment 
- of perfe&t Holineſs : They take their leave of che 
 Bodyof DeathandEarth cogether:Not one ſpeck 
of dirtto be ſeen upon all this great Multitude : 
Souls rake their leave of Sin, as they are taking 
their leave of this World ; O what a glorious 
, fight will that be of milk-white Saints ! Surely 
8 lovely fight; there will be no Pride, Paſlion, 
Impatience, nor any thing to vex themſelves 
or others: The dregs are l«ic behind, and pure 
quinteſcence floats upwards :;* Conſlecrated 
Souls are now elevated to the higheſt pitch , 
and defecated from filthy and defiling dregs ; 
Oh what a bleſſed day will that be! 

3. Thatall Troubles and Temptations in this 
lower World ſhall then ceaſe : Neither the De- 
vil nor wicked Men can follow them off this 

Dung: hill, although the Devil be 

' Eph. 2. 2. . Called rhe Prince of the Power of 
the Air, yet he cannot ſtop or 

huft the Saints as they paſs rhrough his Domi- 
nions ; nor ſhall he ſhoot a Dart at them or af- 
ter them ; All Troubles are at a Period : Death 
it felf the: King of Terroucs is ſtrangled ; it 
had no Sting to wound the Saints 

x Cor. 15. 56. before, now it hath no- being- 
Heb. 2.15, The fear of it was gone in ſome 
degrees 


* 4- 12. But now they are above them, being 


4 degrees in their lives ; now the very feeling bf 2 
it 15 gone : They are delivered hot only from. 
the Second but from the Firſt Death : They 
ſhall never receive a-mortal wound, no, for a- 
ny wound : The accuſer ( and abu- | 
ſer) of the Brethren « ca## out : Rev.,12. to; 
Not only ca#t down'\, bur quite caſt 
out, and all his Artillery and his Inſtruments. 
4. When Saints are thus gathered together; 
they ſhall know one "another : Irs crue, ſome 
kind of imperfe& knowledge ſhall ceaſe; that 
knowledge which is only acquired in the uſe of 
Means ſhall vaniſh away, 1 Cor. 13. 8. Or, 
that which ſees rhrough a glaſs darkly, then ſhall 
we ſee face to face, verſe 12.-] muſt needs cont» 
fels thole two words are beyond my compre» 
henſion , of knowing even as we | 
are known , and of fceing God as be 1 Cor. 13. 12: 
& : And I ſuſpe& that no Mortal = fobn 3: 2: 
can underitand what they mean: 
But I think the Faculties will be ſtrangely in- 
larged, fo that che Saints will know all natural 
_ things, and pierce intoche Effence of the moſt 
intricate Beings, the Nature and Efficacy of 
Creatures, the Properties of Angels, the My- 
ſteries of Redemption, the Councels of God + 
Thongh they are not omniſcient, their Know- 
ledge islimited, yet I chink chey will know all 
the Antient Patriarchs, - Abraham, Iſaac, Fatob, 
Toſeph, David, Paul , Peter, theugh they had 
never ken them in this TR : Thus the rich 
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| Man though” damned, knew Fa- 
Luke 16.23 ther Abraham, and Lazarus in 
his boſom : Luther diſcourſed the 
' Night before he died, that Saints ſhall know 
ene another hereafter , from Adam's knowing 
who Eve was , though he was a- 
Gen. 2. 23+ _ ſleep, the Diſciples knowing Mo- 
5. ſes and Elias in Chriſt's transfigura- 
tion, Mat. 17. 3. and indeed his mutual know 
. ledge will not be che leaſt -part of Saints hea: 

venly delight. | | 

F. The Souls of Men live after they are ſe- 
. parated from the Body : For, what is it which 
1s gathered wich the Saints ? Its not the Body, 
for that is laid in the duſt, but ics the Soul, for + 
the Body and Sonl meet-not till the great Day 
of the Refaurreion : Nor doth the Soul ſteep 
in the duſt till then, for our Lord 
Lake 23. 43- faid to the penitent Thief, to day 
| ſhalt thou be with me in Paraaice:: 
And Paul deſired to be looſed, that - 
Pſalm. 1. 23. be might be with Chrift ; nor doth 
the Soul ceaſe to be, it hath an 
| exiſtence in a ſeparate State: 
Mat. 10. 20. Men may kill the Body not the. 
Soul : Atomiſts and Epicureans will 
not grant ati annihilation of any one Atom in 
the Univerſe , furely then not this excellent 
Creature, the Soul of Man: Yea the Soul of 
Man continues its inviduation, 5. e. its diſtin 
. being, and falls not into one 'common univer- 
" fal Soul of the World, as ſome haye imagined : 
Spirits 


=, 7 


Spirits have a numerical Difference, a diftin& | * 


Being : Nor are we to think that the Soul re» © 3 


turns into the Eſſence of God, becauſe the 7 
Text faich, The Spirit returns to God who gave it, 
'Eccl. 12: 7. It doth return to God to receive * 
its Sentence from him, not into his Being, for 
then we ſhould make God Diviſible, and con- 
ſiſting of Parts, which is contrary to his infi- 
nite Divine Nature; thus Souls have a diſtin& _% 
Being, yet depending on God the firſt Being, 
=- _ individuals, and muſt be accordingly *: 
judged. ' | 

6. That the Soul being gathered with the 
Ele& enters immediately into glory ; to know 
where Lazarus's Soul was, while he was im the 
Grave, requires more kill then I can pretend 
to: Some think it hoyered about the Grave 
by Chriſt's order, as deſigning its re-entring 
the Body ; but Scripture aſſures us of the im- 
mediate Salvation of gracious Souls : They en- 
ter into peace, when the Body reſts in its Bed, 
I/a. 59. 2. They are pronounced 
bleſſed that die in the Lord : When Rev. 14. 13. 
Chrift who our life ſhall appear, 


then ſhall we appear with him in Glory, Col. 3. 4, Z 


' Now they ſhall be glorious in their Souls : Ac 

the Reſurretion, their Bodies 

_ will beGlorious, even like Chriſt's ?hj. 3. 21+ 

gloriqus Body : This anſwers that 

Query, whether the Saints ſhall have greater 

Glory at the Reſurre&tion then they had im- 

mediately after their Death ? It is eaſy to de- 
C Ss termine, 


-i@ _ 


&  certmine, that ſo far 
"IF glorified Body to the glorified Spirit, fo-far is, 


E the Glory greater, what further, I know not > 


& Though Dr. Hammond thinks the Word [ dvdguas 
=. when Fleſh is not joined co it, ſignifies, that 
. Life which the Soul enters upon imtacdiately 
after Death, called Reſurrection, z. e. Glorif- 
an : Certainly the Soul hath ſome intuitive 
Knowledge in its ſeparate State and Felicity al- 
fo, ſo far as it is capable. | 
. - 7. When theſe bleſſed Souls are thus gather- 
ed together they ſhall never part, they ſhall live 
with God and each other for ever: Here we 
| part and meet again, and meet and part again, . 
and. part fo as we ſhall never meet again in this 
World: But in the other World we ſhall part 
no more through che Ages of Eternity :. After 
Millions of Years the Comforts are as freſh as 
at the firſt Moment, never weary, nor interrup- 
ted, they are before the throne of 
Rev. 7, 15, God, and ſerve bim day and night in 
chap. 20.6. bis temple: Thele Waters havea per- 
chap. 22.5 perual Spring ; this Day hath nq * 
| Night: They ſhall reign with 
_ Chriſt not a thouſand Years definitively, but 
for ever and ever: O what a laſting and ever- 
laſting injoyment of God and Saints will that 
be / What can part them, God will not, the _ 
Devil and wicked Men cannot, themſelves ſhall 
not , for they have within them an incorrupti- 
ble Seed, even of that Word that liveth and abi- 
deth for ever , 1 Pet. x. 23- It is not with Saints 
iN 


as there is an Addition of, za WW 


- in Heaven as with 


$ there as with God's Children here in the Wor- - 3 


" admired in all them that believe: The glory -of 


l jt % 
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Boon-compahions in play- 'Y 
ing,*drinking, carouſing Matches of ſpert and | 7 
vanity, that muſt part ; nor is it with Saints ©* 


ſhip of God, that have their Intermiflion, Cef- 
ſations, Interruptions, are forced to break off: 
But there the work continues praiſing God, the 
place continues, it hath Foundations, the per» 
fons continue, be that doth the will of God abi- 
deth for ever, 1 John 2. 17. | 


__ C_—_—_— 


C H A P. IV. , % 
For what End the Saints are gathered 
together. - 


4- F HE next Head is to open the End 
or Deſign of the Saints gathering 
together, theſe are of Two Sorts, x. Principal, 
2. Secondary and Subordinate. 
.T, The primary and principal End is, the 
Glorifying of God; the great God doth all 
things for this great End, 2 Thef, 1. 10. When 
he ſhall come to be glorified in bu Saints , and $0 be 


the Saints ſhall refle& glory to God : God takes 
himſelf honoured in his Saints Honour, as the 
Princs is magnified in the ſplendour of -his = 
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f God be plorified 


'*Court : 1 


Saints, how much more in their 
Exaltations? Oh what a Luſter 
will they caſt , when they are all 


2 -. Dan. 12.3- crowned as Kings, when they 
F | ſhall ſhine as the Firmameng, yea ; 


Mat. 13. 43+ 
as Stars, yea as the Sun in its Me- 


ridian glory ,. O what a ſtrange change is this ' 
'to be raiſed out of the Durſt and Dung-hill, 


to ſit upon Thrones ? How came this to paſs, 
ſurely the Author,of this Glory will have the: 
chief ſhare therein , all God's perfe&ions will 
be conſpicuous : The Saints meeting together 
in the ſaid Manner, will tend to the glory 
Q 

1. God's. Soveraignty , wherein he choſe 
theſe that were Children of Wrath even as o- 
thers to make them Veſſels of Mercy, and left 


others as good as they to. periſh and be baniſh- 


ed from God to all Eternity ; then thoſe eter» 
nal Councek will be diſplayed, and that Scrip- 


23. 

_ God's Wiſdom ſhall be illuſtrious in con- 
triving'a way for Man's Redemption and Sal- 
vation: This Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, 
even the bidden wiſdom which God ordained before 
the world unto our glory, 1 Cor. 2. 7, Then the 


#-  Secretsof this Wiſdom will be clearly laid open, 


to Angels and Men , which now they defire 
| atorectiac tn 
* 


EE: in. ox 
- 1 Pet. 4. 14. the bittereſt Sufferings of his 


ture fully - explained, Rom. 9. 15, 18, 22, 
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to look into, yea become Scho- 
lars in the Church to learn more = Pet. 1. 12. 
of, Epb.. 3.10. 

3. The Power of God will be illuſtrious in 
bringing poor weak Creatures through ſuch a 
'1 world of Difficulties and Oppoſitions, as Sheep 
f in the mid{t of Wolves, Lions, Bears,in an how- 
1 ling Wilderneſs, yea themſelves ſhall wonder - 
how they ever got thicher, and ſhallrefle&t with - 
comfort and triumph, that they were Reps by 
the power of God through Faith unto Salvation, 

r Pet. I. F. "2 | 

'- 4+ But no Attribute of God will ſhine fo 

bright in that day of Saints meeting together, 

 asthat of his Free-grace, Love:and Mercy, this 

1 orient Pearl in the Gold-ring of Glory will . 

1 fhine brighteſt ; That up-bill Ciry is bile all 
of Free-ſtone, they had nonemounted fo high, 
had not the arms of love been under them : 

| When this Head-ſtone of Glory' is laid, ic will 
be with ſhoutings, grace, grace unto it, Zech. 4. 
7.” The Cceleſtial Pallace will ring with Accla- 
mations of Grace : Grace laid the Foundation, 
and Grace lays the Top-ftone in Glory: The 
glorified Soul will ſtand amazed, and ſay, who 
am [I O Lord God , and what ® my © 
houſe that thou bait brought me hi- 2 Sam. 7. 18. 
therto ? Ahd Saints and Angels 

will ſtand gazing at them, andat God in them, 

that of ſuch filchy Beaſts hath made ſuch holy 
| Saints, of fuch Lepers not fit to be tonche, hath 
' advanced them aboye the ordinary rate of 

| "Mow, 


BE - mteic Teeth with envy, and Angels will gladly 


'. Men, equal nnto the Angels : Fel- 
Luke 20. 36, low-ſaints ſhall adore Free-grace, 
Devils ſhall fret, Reprobates gnaſh 


admit them into their Society : And God will - | 
be glorified in all. - | 

This is the firſt and chief End God hath in 
gathering the Saints together. | 

2. There is alſo a ſecondary ſubordinate 
End of God's bringing his Saints together, and 
; that is for their mutual Communion, Converſe 
' and Society with each other, and all with God 
together. 

Negatively it ſhall not be. . 

I. To Trade, Buy and Sell, and have civil 
Commerce together, to make great Purchaſes, | 
or to go to Fairs and Markets, or meet upon } 
' Exchange for Merchandice : There's no fuch . 
things there : Nor ſhall they Marry or be given is 
Marriage; nor converle as Husband and Wives, 
Luke 20. 35. - 

2. Nor thall they ſuff-r cogether,or be thrown 
into Priſons, Dens, Caves of the Earth, to-en- 
dure Hardſhips , ſeeking Relief, or begging . 4 
their Bread ; the Devil and his Inſtruments%are 
there non-ſuited, the accuſer of the brethren w caft + 
gown, Rev. 12. 10. And all his Angels; Agents. 

3. Much leſs ſhall they Sin together, by Aas 
of Immorality , or idle Talk or Chat , there 
ſhall not be uttered one vain Ward to all Eter- 
nity ; nor ſhall they Quarrel, or Contend, and 
" thereby grieve and fret or vex the Spirits one of 
another, 
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| another, or ſadden the Hearts of each other ; 


No, no, there ſhall' be perfeion of Grace, - 
and compleat harmony of Minds and Aﬀei- _ 


: Ons. 


4. Nor ſhall there be one word of Complaint 


as now there is , Chriſtians when they meet 


here, ſpend much of their Time in bemoan- 
ing themſelves, or bemoaning on another,-in 
matual Compaſiion , coniefling | 

their Faults to each other , ac- James 5. 16, 

quainting Chriſtian Friends with 
their Grievances, begging their Advice, and the 
help of their Prayers ; O faich one, } am Ig-. 
norant, Hard-hearted, Unbelieving , have a 
treacherous Memory , am very Unprofitable 
Gaith another , I am ſore affaulted with Satans 
Suggeſtions, helliſh Temptations; another 
ſaith, I am in the dark, God hides his Face, I 
know not what to make of my Condition ; 
another complains of. dark Providences, and is: 
afraid of mifling his Way, in ſuch a Caſe; e- 
very. one hath his peculiar Ailings and ' Grie- 
vances; and one while raiſe their -Hearts to” 
God, another while to Chriſtian Friends ; bue 
there ſball be no ſuch thing as a whimper of 


complaining, when they meet together in that 


Solemn day. 

2. More poſitively and affirmatively , the 
Ends and Buſineſs for which the Saints ſhall 
come together are theſe Two. 


x. The 
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. x. The former concerns their perſonal Feli- ? | 
city : The Second concerns their mutual Soci* |, 


ety and Entercourſe. 

1. For their own ' perſonal Felicity, they 

ſhall meet together for theſe Ends : 
, TI. To reſt together, as their Bodies ſhall 
- reſt in the Grave, ſo ſhall their Soul reſt with 
God: This*is the time of: refreſhing that comes 
from the preſence of the Lord, Atts 4. 19. Now 
they reft from their labours , ſinful, 
Rev.' 14.13- evil, and natural, never more to 
h be peſtered any more with the 
Hurries of a mad World, Temptations of a 
malicious Devil, or Corruptions of: a treache- 
rous Heart : Reſt is ſweet, this Reſt is moſt 
. {weet, when they enter into Peace they reſt in their 

Beds, Ia. 7.2. | 

2. 'To be rewarded ; great « their reward. in * 
Heaven, Mat. 5. 12. This Reward doth greatly 
animate (God's Saints in their Labours and Lof- 
tes, they ſtill have reſpef? to the re- 
' Heb, 11. 26. compence of Reward, and they ſhall 
Pro. 11.18. not be diſappointed fort is a ſure 


Reward; and their Confidence 


bath great recompence of Reward, Heb, 10.35. 7, 
Not by any thing we have done in point of 
commutative Juſtice, yet by diſtributive Ja» 
- tice; by vertue of God's promiſe in the 
New Covenant, God will be as good as his 
Word, We Ges 
3: They meet to rejoyce together. at pre- 
ſent, they rejoyce in bope of the Glory of _ : 
| | om. 


#4 Ab | 
' Rom. 5. 2. But Heaven is the true proper Ele- 

ment of Joy: If at a diſtance and 

unſeen, the Chriſtian can rejoyce - 1/e. 35. 10- 

with Foy unſpeakable and full of 

Glory, upon actings of a Faith of 

Adherence : Oh what Joy will 3 7% 1- 87 

the Chriſtian have above , this 

is an entring into our Maſters at. 25. 2t. 

Joy , becauſe our Veſſels are too 

narrow for this joy to enter into us ; O what 

tranſport of joy at the Saints arrival! *' 

. 4- They meetto Reign: The Saints of the moſt 

biek ſhall take the Kingdom and poſſeſs the King* 

dem for ever, even for ever and ever, Day. 7. 

18, Rev. 22. 5. Not only ſhall godly Miniſters 

receive a crown of gle that fadeth 

not 4 way; but ſuffering Saints 1 Pet. 5. 4. 

-#* fhall have the Crown of Life, 
which God bath promiſed to all that love bim, 

3 James 1. 12, Earthly Crowns are but rotten 


Trifles to this Crown that all Saints ſhall re- 
ceive : This is an high tranſcendent Prefer-* 


' ment. 4 


*-» 5. They meet together to receive their Inhe- 

ritance : At preſent they are but as Children in 
theic Minority , but at Death they take poſlef- 
fion of their rightful Inhericance, and it is an 
Inheritance incorruptible , undefiled , and that fa: 


deth not away, reſerved in Heaven for them, x Pet. 


1. 4 All God's Children are 
Heirs, and beirs according to pro- Gal. 3. 25: 
miſe, and this Glory they have 
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” hereafter is a y2ward of inheritarice, Col. + 24. % 
The Kingdoms of the Earth countervail not . 
this bleſſed Inheritance above. | N, 
6. They meet togtziher..to triumph upon 
their bleiſed Conqueſt : What. -* 
Rom, 8. 37. + ſtrange Triumphers ſhall Saints be 
| \._ * hereafter, that are more then Con- - 
queronrs bere ? All the Saints ſhall be cloathed 
with white robes and paimes in their bands, Rev. 
7.9. O the criumphant Song they ſing, Rev. 
IF. 3. It is unintelligible by others, and cannot 
be learned by any but overcomers: O happy 
Souls ! 
+ 7. They meetto ſee the Execution of God's 
>  * Vengance upon the Wicked, Jude 14. 15. Be- 
; bold the Lord cometh to execute fudgment upon all, 
. and to convince all that are ungoaly, of their un- 
godly deeds and bard ſpeeches, —the righteous ſhall re. «; 
© © Joyee when he ſeeth the vengance, Plal. 58, 10. The 
. + more the Saints Will is meled into God's Will, 
the more content will they have-in the execu- 
«ting of Juttice, not ſo much on God's Crea- 
tures, but his Enemies, ſee 2 Theſ. 1. 6, +, 
8, 9. | 
8. They meet for a clear Manifeftation of : © * 
their inward Principles and outward Praftices * 
| to each other ; Saints are called 
Pſal. 83. 3- hidden ones, their beſt part is 
molt out of ſight ; their life x bid 
with Chriſt in God, but when Chriſt who is our life 
(ball appear, then ſhall we appear with bim in glory, 
L. 3. 3, 4. Yea, and the Creature waiteth jo 
| ibs 


# ++ 


the manifeſtation of the Sons of Ged, Rom. 8. rg; 
F O what a diſplay will there be at that day of 
* Men's inward States one to another, never be- 
” fore known, 1 Fobn 3. 1, 2., | 
' 9. They meet to have their Graces perfe&- 
ed: This (and never till then )- is the day 
| when that is accompliſhed, Epb. 4. 12, 13. The 
perfetting of the Saints till we all come in the unity 
"of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Gad, 
 mnto @ perfet# Man unto the meaſure of the ftature 
 .of the fulneſs of Chrift : Then will every cor- - 
*. ner of the Soul be filled with Grace, to the full 
- brim: He that begun 4 good work here , will per- 
* forms till the day of Feſms Chriſt, Phil. 1. 6, Now 
18 they have attained to that they were preſ- 
A+ fing after ; O bleſſed day ! Oh ſweet attain- 
F. ment. * | 
f To. Yet, once more they meet together to 
> injoy God immediately together: This Crowns 
all the reſt, this is the top of all, the Achme 
> and higheſt Felicicy of a rational Soul z This 
Tis that they have been long breathing after : + - 
TF: Sotne glimpes of his bleiſed Face they faw . 
&: through the-glaſs of Ordinances, and were 
F thereby changed into the ſame image from glory to 
*F*- glory, 2 Cor. 3. 18. But that ſight of God was 
t through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face, 
x Cor. 13. 12. When he (hall appear we ſhall be” 
Lhe him, for we ſhall ſee him as he 25, 1 John 3. 2. 
What Man dwelling on this ſide Death knows 
+ the meaning of that Word * God faid to M- 


ſes, 


ſes, thou canſt not ſee my face, its 7 
Exod. 33. 20. well if we can fee his back parts; '? 
but then the Lord will unveil his 
bleſſed Face to glorified Souls : We cannot till 
now how a finite Soul is capable of ſeeing an .* 
infinite Obje& , biit then as the faculties will - 
be {trangely inlarged and extended, fo this Vi- 
- fion'will exceed our preſent low Apprehenſions: 
This is called che beautiful Viſion, 
Mat. 5. 8. promiled to ihe pure in heart that 
they ſhall fee God 3 and its this that 
makes them compleatly Happy : That's one of 
the ſweeteſt words in the Bible, 1 Thel. 4. 17, 
18. Then we which are alive and remain , ſhall be 
caupht up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with -\ 
the - , wherefore comfurt ons another with theſe 
word: 


Af 
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| GEHAS..Y. 
An Account of the [ntercourſe the Saints 4 
have at their meeting together. 


HE former Head referred to the main 

Buſineſs of the Saints meeting together, 
which was glorifying God, injoying of him, 
which conſiſts in their perſonal Felicity. 


- 
# KY 
# 


= - 2. This latter concerns their matual Society, 
and familiar Entercourſe one with another , © 
= which will be additional to their comfort ang. 
happineſs in thoſe heavenly Regions. 
Communion of Saints is one Article of onr 
Faith, and the great Priviledge of Believers in 
this lower World; both that which is Catho- 
lick with all Saints through the World, and 
that which is Perſonal and Immediate with 
- - Members of the ſame Society : As ſoon as any 
& Man commenceth Chriſtian, he eſpouſeth this 
\- Communion, Phil, 1. 5. For your fellowſhip in the 
goſpel from the ff day until now: Wicked Men 
ealk their good Fellowſhip in feaſting, drinking, 


jeſting , gaming , alaſs they- are all but Child's 
play, yea Devils ſpore to this, and leave the 
Soul fapleſs and guilty : But this Fellowſhip of 


SH God's Children is deleQable , honourable and 
+. profitable, a diſtinftive Character of a Saint, 
” anEmblem of Heaven, a ſtep co Communion 
> with God, : | 
| Yet that Fellowſhip they have in Glory far 
|} exceeds that they have below, for they are de- 

\» fecated fromthe dregs of Corruption and ſinful 
-  Paſions, their Souls purified, their Graces per- 
* feted, and though they be different Lives, yet 

# . all center in God. | 
That the Saints above have familiar Enter- 
courſe one with another, is generally ailerted , 
and very probable; becaute ſuch a Communt- 
cation doth greatly heighten their Comfort and 
Happineſs : But how En carried on, 3s = 
: CF 
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my 


ſo Evident ; whether it be [| imprimends 
printin#their Conceptionsin the Minds of each 


other, as Scotus faith, or | repreſentando, ordi- 
n»#ndo | ordering their Conceptionsintheir own 


Minds, and fo in ſome peculiar way repreſent- _ 


ing them by certain Species © others: So Aqui- 
nas ; Or [ ſonando | by forming Sounds, which 
after their way are intelligible : But we that 


are ſo much ſtrangers to the Nature of Spirits, | 


cannot conceive of thele things. 

Yet after the Reſurrection, when Bodies are 
united to their Souls, poflibly they may hold 
Diſcourſe vocally ; yet, it muſt be ſaid, whiPſt 
in this World, in a found Senſe, that they 
know no Man after the fleſh, 2 Cor. 5. 16. How 
much leſs in Heaven, when their Bodies be- 
come Spiritual, will they know each other, or 
confer together in a low carnal Manner, as 
tkey do here in this World. 

Let the more learned read Dr. Tuckny's Dil- 
couſe in his Praled. Theol, Page 152 to 157, ups» 
on this Queſtion | Beati in ſtatu glorie ſe mutus 
ſunt aquituri; ] That the Bleſſed in the State of 
Giory ſhall know each other, for which he 
brings Proofs out of Scripture , of Dives and 
Laz,arus and Moſes, and this in Chriſt's Trar:sfi- 
guration, &c. and fome Argument. 

But of chis I ſhall ſay as he | quid queſtio ifts 
1 ſe contineat wveritetem theologicam non fundamen- 
tatem fide Articulum | that this Queition con- 
tains 1n it a Theological Truth, not a Funga- 
mental Article of Faith; not neceſſary to our 
dalvation, 


, Ly 
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folation. ». | 

' Now if it be asked, what Subjects the Saints 

lorified ſhall in all probability diſcourſe wpon, 

confeſs its an high an hard Queſtion ; for, I 

do find in the 2 Cor, 12. 4. that when the Apo- 
ſtle Paul was lifted up into the Third Heavens, 


he heard [ 4jprn? prpant ] wordleſs Words, or Words © : 


that could not be attered , or Which it is not law- 
ful for a Man to utter : God forbid that I 
ſhould preſume to expreſs either the Matter or 


the Manner of theſe Conferences above : But. - © 
words or things they are that are uttered , and 


we may Jawfully gyeſs at what the Saints above 
confer of, by the holy laudible Diſcourſes they 
have here ; and they may be ſuch as thefe : 


k x. Concerning the Work of Creation: | 
* For though the viſible Heavens and Earth ſhall 


be burnt up, yet nevertheleſs, according to his 


> Promiſe, they ſhall ſee new heavens and new 


earth, wherein dwells Righteonſnef, 2 Pet. 3. 12, 
x3. Fire  purifies, 1o the viſible 

* a which were defiled with Rev. 18. 5. 
Men's Sin , ſhall be purged with 


- Fire, and the creature ſhall be deli» Rom. 8. 21. 


wered from the bondage of corruption : 
And hh what a wax i will that preſent ? 
Far beyond Golden Mountains, Rocks of Pearl 
or Diamonds, or Chriſtal ſtreams : A ſemblance 
of it we have in Rev. 2x, which is the wonder- 
fal Workmanſhip of the great Creator, enough 
to imploy the Eyes and Tongues of thoſe Ca- 
D 2 leſtial 
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lzſtial Inhabitants to the Praiſe of Fehovab, Rev. 
4.9, 19; Ir. and though the figlt Creation be 
paſt away, yer the mighty Fabrick of this vaſt 
Univerſe will poſſeſs the Thoughts of the Saints, 
with admiration of God's Power , Wiſdom, 
Holineſs which ſhines therein, and they will re- 
fle&, upon with Diſcourſes one to another , 
and adoring God: To the Honour of his 
Majeſty. | 
2. Concerning Man's Apoſtacy : How ex- 
celently God had placed Man in the Primi- * 
tive ſtate of Perfection in his own Image, with 
perfe&t Faculties in the Image of 
P/al. 8. 6. of God, with dominion over the 
works of God's bands : Yet he un- 
reaſonably made defe&tion from God, and roſe 
up in rebellion againſt God, by violating the 
Moral Law engraven in his Heart ; and the 
Poſitive Law of nor eating the Fruit of one ©} 
Tree: Whereby heutterly ruined all his Poſte- + 
rity , made himfelt and his Off-fpring ſubje& ” 
to God's wrath and curſe here and hereafter to 
all Erernity : This will be greatly aggravated 
to the advancement of Free-grace in our deli- . 
verance? out of it. | | 
3. Eſpecially the Saints ſhall diſcourſe of the 
Means of our Redemption: The infinite Wiſ- 
dom , Grace and Love in God's Contrivance 
of ic ; the tranſcendent Love, Care, Faithful- 
nels of Chriſt in the managing of it, the Na- 
ture, Birth, Death, Refurre&ion , Aſcention 
- of tize Son of God , his Offices, ſuited to our 
State, 


State, and all his Mediatory Undertakings 


This will be a Voluminous Book for Saints to 
read, fairly written in indelible 

Characters 3 and the glorious Ob- 7ph. 1. 20,21. 
ject before their Eyes, at the right 

Hand of God, in heavenly Places, above Prin- 
cipalities ; to be a perpetual Monitor of his 
glorious Tranſa&ions : This ſhall be the trium- 
phant Harmony of the Ccoleſtial Inhabitants 
to all Eternity, Rev. 5. 8, 9, 13, 14: 

4. The priviledge of Believers ; the bleſſed - 
Fruits of Chriſt's purchaſes : Now they ſhall 
more fully under{tand and take the due dimen- _ 
fions of the Benefits of Reconciliation, Juſtifi- 
cation , Adoption, peace of Conſcience, joy 
of the Holy-Ghoſt ; theſe priviledges will be 
better underſtood then , and diſcourſed of one 
to another : O what blefled Effects of Divine 
Grace! We enjoyed them, but did not duly 


7” conceive of them, now we ſee what it is to be 


the Children of God, co be Juſtified, Sandtifi- 
ed; theſe were greater Mercies then we were 
aware of : Let us caſt our Eye back, and con- 


ſider what we were once, what Bruits , Sots , 


but how we were waſhed, fan#ified, juſtified, in . 
the name of the Lerd Feſus, and by the ſpirit of 
our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. Ah, what a pleaſanc 
Theam is this ! 

5. The Ordinances injoyed : Oh, how ma- 
ny favory Sermons have we heard ! How often 
have we been feaſted together at the Lord's Ta- 
ble? What ſweet Fellowſhip have we had with 

D » 
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orld! Many an Heart- i 
melting Faſt, many a Soul-refreſhing Thanks- 


2 jog 
_ + 
F -> 


giving, many anedifying, Heart-warning Con- 


ference : 1 could then ſay, it was 
Pſal. 73.28. good for me to draw nigh to God : 

Thoſe Daties led us to this Glory : 
God help us to improve Ordinances , and now 
we are got quite above Ordinances. 

6. The difficulties of our Pilgrimage : While 
the Saints ſtatid on the ſhore of Eternity, and 
look back at the ſtormy tempeſtuous Sea they 
have paſſed, the Pirats, Rocks and Sands they 


. eſcaped, by the condudct ef the great Pilot, it 


fills them with Admiration and Aſtoniſhment : 
How many roaring Devils, ſurious onſets of 
Men: What Temptations, Perſecutions they 
have paſſed throygh , what hard Duties they 
bave performed, what Corruptions they have 


mortifed, what Burthens they have born ; all 4 
theſe do accent their Joy to an high pitch. A 


7. Miniſters, and their Hearers will com- 
manicate their former Experiences : Oh, will 
the Convert ſay, it was a bleſſed Day that ever 
I ſaw ſneb a Miniſters Face, or heard his Voice ; 
I remember the Text, the Doctrine, the Par- 

ticular, that firſt couched. my 
Cant. 2. 32 Heart : I ſat under that ſhadow with 

great delight, the [ruzt Was ſweet to 
my Soul, God healed me by the ſame Hand, that 
wounded me ; poflibly the Miniſter never 
knew till now al! the Souls he hath been an In- 
ſtrum:nt to Conyert ; Now they haye a reci- 
procal 


— 


| procal Joy, when ſower and reaper rejoxce toge- 

| ther, John 4. 26, j 0” IG 

8, Godly Relations will mutually refle& on 

Days that are paſt, though now not as Huſ- 

band and Wife, yer as quondem in that Relati- 

: on: They were heirs together f 

7 | thegraceof life, prayed, wept, ſut- 
fered, and ſweetly converſt toge- | 

2 ether , the Father wept over the miſcarrying & 

| hild , prevaild with God, his Miſcarriages * 

; colt him dear , but his Converſion was as life 

ay 

t 


1 Pet. 3. 7. © 
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from the dead, that was a coſtly Child , how 
the more lovely the gracious Child refleas up-® 
on, recounts the godly Fathers and Mothers 
Prayers and Tears, Counſels, Admonitions. 

9. The diſtination Grace hath made betwixt 
them and others.: Such a one as well Born, 
Bred, - Educated as we, ſometimes under Con- 
4 vidtions, ſat under the ſame means of Grace, of 
"+ ' fine Parts, made a Profeflion , and were once 
'& as likely for Heaven as TI, but fell into groſs Sin, 
'] .or kept in a courſe of Formality, and theſe are 
now ſwallowed up in Eternal Torments, why, 
am not I in their Caſe? Who 
made us to differ ? It was nothing = Cv. 4. 6. 

f but Free-grace that gave me a Re- 

| penting-heart: I was as likely to Periſh as he, 

> 7} and as unable to help my Self as he. 

10. Chriſtians will diſcourſe of the various 

Providences of God in this World ; I was Sick 

and the Lord-raiſed me up , had I dyed then;, 

I had been undone, for I was io a graceleſs 
D 4 Nate; 
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State; God in ary affifted 
Pſal. 119. 75. me, | had periſhed, it I had not 

periſhed, 1 was wandring, and 
God brought me home by weeping Crofs: I 
had not been thus Happy, if I had not been 
' Miſerable ; all things did work for my Good : 
The Lord fupplyed my Wants, ſupported me 


in Troubles, vouchlafed many, Mercies in my 


EY Pilgrimage, wereby he rendred my Condition 


comfortable: Many a particular, Diſpenſation 
of Providence will be then laid open to 
oraers. 
' 11. The ſeaſons of . ſpecial Inlargement ; 
they will then declare what God hath done for 
their Souls : Many things that paſſed betwixt 
God and their Souls, that were not fit to be 
divulged in this World, will then be laid open 
co the glory of God, and their own and'others 
joy and abundant content as thoſe ewo Dilſci- / 
ples ſaid, Luke 24. 32. - did not . our bearts burn - 
within us, while be talked with us by the way * 
Oh, what ſweet Intercourſe with 
Cant, 7. 12. GoGhad my Soulin ſuch a Chamx 
ber, Cloſet ; there did he give 
me his Loves, and I gave him mine: It wasa | 
licele corner of Heaven : Such an Ocdinance, 
Prelence, was as one of the Days of Hea- 
ven ; I could have been content to have died 
there. 
'- 12. Laſily, They ſhall diſcourſe of the Fe- 
licity they are now advanced to, and the Per- 
petuity of it: This State is beyond , what eye 
| | haib 
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bath ſeen , ear beard, or could enter 
into the heart of Man ; little, ah 1 Cor. 2.9. 
lictle did I then know what I 

now enjoy: One hour in this blisful State, 
compenſates all my days of Service or Suffer. 
ing: O that I had done more for God ' I am 
ſaith Luther , aſhamed that God ſhould . fo. 
abundantly reward fo little Work : But God 
ads like himſelf, I did but little for God, but 
God doth much for me : Who would not ſerve 
ſuch a Maſter ? My Sufferings were bur lighe 
and momentary, but this is a tar more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory: O ; 
What a beautiful Maſter have 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
we ſerved: Nor is this for a 

ſhort Seaſon, to have an End, but it is laſting , 
everlaſting; it would damp our Joy, if- we 
were in danger to loſe this Felicity , but let us 
take Courage , we ſhall never be expelled out 
of this our Paradice as Adam was out of his : 
This Happineſs ſhall run Paralel with the Life 
of God, and live of Eternity. 

You'l ſay, how do you know that this ſhall 
be their Diſcourſes, have you been there to 
hear it, or who told you ? 

I Anſwer no, but we may rationally gue!s 
at ic, partly from ſome general Hints in Scrip- 
ture, partly from their profitable and comfor. 
table Diſcourſe on Earth, which will then be 
heightened, and indeed becauſe they ſhall ſpeak 
and a& ſuch things as molt tend to the Glory 
of God, and their own greater Joy and Corforr. 

CHAP. 


CHAP VI. 


Flow the Saints ſhall be gathered together 
unto Chrift, and Reafons why thy mui? 
be gathered together. 


5- T H E next general Head is what is to 
be meant by the Saints gathering to- 
gether unto Chriſt, ſo ſaith the Text. 

I muſt confeſs, Interpreters greatly differ 
about the meaning of theſe Words, | x 1way 
£m0vy 2 ys Ty duny | which ſome laterpret 
of - meetings of Chriſtians together in Aſſem- 
blies, Heb. 10, 25. And fo render | iz dv- 
To | propter ipſum, as Jam, 2. 7. that worthy 
' ame | T6 *munll'y #9 vuns | which i called upon 
902, ſuper 9s : So they will have this to refer 
- to the free Liberty of Chriſtians, in uninterrup- 
ted meetings in Countries, Cities, after ' the 
Scattering of the Fewiſh Nation that cenſured 
Chriſtians as a wicked Sect ; but in the days 
- of Veſpaſian, Titus, but eſpecially in Conſtantines 
Time, injoyed liberty of meeting together for 
celebrating God's publick Worſhip : .So indeed 
{ ouieetur | and | odzur | convenire, congrega- 
re, in publick Edi& ſignify : But moſt take it 
for that general univecial Meeting at Chriſt's 
ſecond coming in the Air at the laſt Day, 
1 Theſ, 


1 Theſ, 4. 14, 17. when all the Ele& ſhall be 
gathered to Chriſt : Now: this gathering of 


Saints to Chriſt doth comprehend theſe Four 
things 3 


x. The State and Qualification of the Obje. 
2. The Reafon or Relation betwixt them. 
3. The Frame andDiſpoſition of the Subje&. 
4. The Sight, Viſion or Fruition of him. 


T ſhall very briefly open all theſe. 
x. The State and Qualification of the Ob- 
Jet , that is Chriſt, under a double Notion , 
1, As God, Man; 24ly. As advanced to the 
right Hand of God. 
1. They ſhall be gathered to him as God . 
| and Man, which is a State of the higheſt Per- 
fetion : Compleat Man as glorious a Creature * 
as Adam in Innocency, and yet much more en- 
deared to his Saints, by 'that reflefting on what 
he hath done and ſuffered for them and the 
/ Fruits thereof; this is he_ of whom *cis ſaid , 
j when he bringeth in bis firſt begotten into the 
world, be ſaith and let all the Angels of God wor- 
ſhip him, Heb. 1. 6. This is the admirable Per- 
| ſon, conſiſting of his two Natures, Divine and 
Humane; never did created Gr uncreated Na- 
ture afford the like : In whom all PerfeQtions 
meet, in whom all Excellencies are united. | 
2. As exalted to the right Hand of ,Gqd: 
They are not now to be gathered to Chriſt, as 
he was in his State of Humiliation, when Mul. 
titudes flockt to his Preaching, working Mira - 
cies, 


9% POR 41; 
"cles, when he was but in the form of a Ser- 
vant, or going to ſuffer on the Croſs, no, nor 
yet in his State of Transfiguration, which was 
Glorious but Temporary; but now he « [et 
down on, the right band of the Majeſty on bigh, 

Heb. 1. 3. God hath now given 
Phil. 2. 9,10. him a name above every name far a- 

bove all prfcipalities and powers 
and bath put all things under bis feet and gave him 
to be the head over all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 
20, 21, 22, Ir is this State of Glory in which 
Chriſt .is inthroned, and now receiving Ho- 
mage from all ranks. of Creatures (:Devils be- 
ivg confined to their Priſons, ) attended with 
innumerable Angels; *cis Chriſt in this glori- 
ous State; that the Saints are to be gathered 
to. 

2. The Reaſon thereof, which conſiſts in 
the Relation becwixt Chriſt and his Saints, all 
which carry abundance of delight and ſweet- 
neſs in them : For, it is not as Strangers or E- 
- nemics that love him not, nor yet as Malela- 
&tors brought to the Bar, that Cread him as 
Jadge : Bur they are gathered to Chriſt under 
- thele ſweet Relations. 

1. As Sheep to their Shepheard, whoſe Voice 
they know bere, and follow him, John ro. 4, 4. 
yea they own liim with a more then ordinary 
endearedne(s, becauſz he laid down his Lite for 

the Sheep, verſe 15. and carried 

If. 40. IIs thole poor lambs in bis arms 5 and 
leades them to quiet reſting-pla- 
ces, 


| | EO 

ces , where they ſhall dwel! ſafely, f 
and none ſhall make them afraid. © 3+ *%: 

2. As Souldiers to their Captain, not to Fight, 
Dut co take the Spoil, the Captain of our Sal- 
vation w made perfef} through ſufferings : He is 
now crowned with glory and honour «nd brings mas: 
ny Sons unto glory , Heb. 2. 9, 10. He pircheth 
out a Crown to eyery Souldier, and ſets the 
victorious Champion with him on tis own 
Throne, Rev. 3. 21. D 

3. As Scholars to their Maſter, who ſzts 
them not in a low Form, as under Graduates, 
but they commence the higheſt degree of Per- 
fe&ion in the Univerſity of Glory, to know as 
much as Creatures are capable, they ſha know 
as they are known , 1 Cor. 13. 12. Now he is a 
veſſel unto Honour , meet for his | 
Maſters uſe , ſet on the ſhelf of 2 7. 2. 21. 
Glory. Ty 

4. As SubjeAs to their Prince, to pe pre- 
ferred into the King's Prefſence-chamber : Not 
any longer to be baniſhe into a foreign Coun- 
try; no, nor yet to be Retainers, hanging a- 
bout the Court at a diſtance, but approaching 
into his Preſence: Jeſus Chriſt 
is in the immediate Preſence of Meh. g. 24. 
God, Saints ſhall be with him : 
In whoſe preſence is fulne/s of joy at bis right 
band are pleaſures for ever more, Pfal.. 10. 
11. 

5. As Friends to a Feaſt : Our Lotid called 
and accounted all his Saints, Friends in this 
'Wo.td, 


| b | 

World, Yobn 15. 14, 15. and he deales famili- 
arly wich chem, providing for them a Feaft of 
fat things : But there will come a day when he 
will drink this wine new with them in his* fathers 
kingdom , Mat. 26. 29, O blelied Feaſt! O 
{ſweet Society ! When he will ſay, eat ob friends, 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved, Cant. 


6. As Children are gathered to their Father, | 


not,only to receive a Blefling, but to take fall 


p>ilefion of their Inheritance, Col. 3. 24. know- | 


. ing that of the Lord, ye ſhall revive the reward 4 
the inberitance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chrift : All 
| God's Son's are Heirs, and then it 

Rom.8. 17. Will be manifeſt who are Son's, 
1 Fohn 3. 22 that's a bleſſed Word, Rev. 21. 7. 
He that overcometh ſhall inberit all 


things, and I will be his God , and he ſhall be my | 


Son. | 
7. As Members are gathered to their Heare , 
Eph. 5. 30. for we are members of his body. of has 
fleſh and of bis bones: Now alaſs the Members 
are oft disjointed from each other, and too 
much diſtant from the Head , bur there will 
come a day when they ſhall be joined all in 
one : There's then no diſcrepancy betwixt 
Head and Members, but they are grown «p 
into him in all thmgs, which is the head even Clift, 
Eph. 4. 15, 16... 

Thus much for the Relation they have to 
ariit, which is the Reaſon of this gathering 

together to him, | 
3. The 


| 
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2. The Frame and Diſpoſition of the Sub- 
je& : There is in every Child of God, a kind 
of natural Propznfity , which inclines them in 
2 peculiar Manner towards Chriſt as the Nee- 
dle towards the Loaditone, by which they 
move and bend Heaven: wards : Return unto thy 
reſt, O my Soul ſaith David, Pal. 116. 9. As all 
Creatures move to their center, 1o doth the in- 
cere Soul God-wards ; and can never be quiet 
till it be cloſely joined and cemented to him, 
and that God that hath fixed theſe innate Prin. 
Ciples in the Soul, will promote and perf:& 
them : Now this Frame and Diſpoſition of a 
Child of God, proceeds .1/#. From' the Con- 
viction of Conſcience , and Deficiency he fir:ds 
in other things : 2d{y. From a ſenſible Experi- 
ence - that the Sonl hath of Satisfattion in 
Chriſt. | | 

1. The Conſciences of God's Children arg 
fully. ſatisfyed , that all the World cannot give 
the leaſt eaſe to their Souls: This 
made Solomon cry out, vanity of Eccl. 1. 2, 
wanitie., all is vanity : The Chri- 
ſtian cries out, away with theſe Tays': World- 
ly 7njoyments are not commenſurate to an im-- 


- mortal Son), Mat. 16. 26. The Judgment is 


Convinced that the world paſſerh away, and the 
Infs *«r-of, x John 2. 17. All che Splendor of 
the. .Id fades, there's a varity and emptineſs 
in all Sublimaries [_ on eff mortale quod opto | 
that's the Chriſtians Motto: I with nor, for, I 
am not content with ware or worldly 
things :- 


every Flower in this Garden of the World, yet 
my Soul is empty. 

2. The Chriltian hath taſted that the Lord 
is Graciovs , and this ſets him a longing and 
hungring for more Grace and Incomes from a- 


bove, 1 Pet. 2. 23. The Gauls having taſted : 


the ſweet Wine of the Grapes that grew in [ta 
ty, were-never at reſt till they had conquered 
the Country : So it is with the godly Soul | op- 
tima demon{tratio eſt 2 ſenſibus ] Senle brings the 
cleareſt Evidence, eſpecially Spiritual Senſes, 
for ſome Narural Sences may be deceived, 
tbis I pray, ſaith the Apoſtle, that your love may 


abound yet more and more in knowledge, and in all | 


judgment , Phil. r. 9. [ » mo dwvou, | in all 
>enle, for the Soul hath its Senſes as well as the 
Body, and being ſanQifyed and 
Heb. 5.14. Quly exerciſed , they diſcern be- 
ewixt Good and Evil : And in- 
deed this is the proper Genius of the new 
Creature, to preſs forwards and aſpire upwards, 
Rom. 8. 23. we which bave the firſt fruits of the 
ſpirit groan within our ſelves, waiting for the a- 
doption ; the redemption of our body : There are 
Heaven born Principles laid up in godly Souls, 
that make them fore aloft to injoy God. 4, 
4. The gathering to Chriſt, includes the 


Sight, Viſion and Fruition of Chriſt, the full | 


[njoyment of him : Beholding God is proper- 


ly Fruitive Viſion of him : Bleſſed are the pure. 


- things: I muſt look beyond the Moon to Hea- 
ven for a Felicity : I have ſfuck'd the juice of : 
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beart, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 8, This ® 


is not of meer Speculation , but Fruition, if 


we be dead with Chriſt , we believe that we ſhall ©: 


alſo live with him, Rom. 6.'8, This is by fighe of 


- ture-Senſe be gathered to Chriſt. 


him and appearing with him in glory, Col. 3. 
This blisful fighzof Chriſt, is nf wich ——_ 
Heaven, for where the King is, there is the 
Court ; this Glory is in conformity to him, and 
communion with him : 'This is it to be gather 
ed to Chriſt, z. e. to have Chriſt fully revealed. 


'to us, the approach to him under deareſt Rela- 


tions, the Soul diſpoſed and duly qualified to 


injoy him, and full Viſion apd Fruition of him # © 


If any of theſe be wanting, we'cannotin Scrip- 


# 


6. The next Head is the Reaſons why our 


| Lord will thus gather his Saints to Chriſt at 


the laſt day? 

Though I have toucht at ſome things alrea- 
dy, that might be improved as Reafons, yet I 
ſhall add. | 

T. Becauſe this is the good Pleaſure of God, 
John 6. 39. And this # the Fathers will which bath 


ſent me, that of all which he baih given me, 1 


ſhould loſe nothing , but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt. 
day, how tender is God of his Jewels, he will 
gather them , and make them up 

carefully, Mat. 3,17. To be ſure Rom.6. 27. 
he will neither keep them out,nor 

@aſt them out : The foundation of God ftandeth 
ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth | and will 


exwn | them that are bus, 2 Tim. 2. 19. the eledts- 
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© bove. 

2. Becauſe this' is the Fruit of Chriſt's Pur- 
chaſe, 1 Pet. 3. 18. For Chriſt bath once ſuffered 
for ſms, the juſt for the unjuſt that be might bring 


'-- ws to God; He'is the Ladder of Jacob, upon 


- whom Ele& Souls aſcend to Glory : This'was 
the End of his reconciling us by his Blood , to 
preſent us holy, unblamable, and unreprovable in bis 


E * fight, Col. 1. 20, 22. our Lord will not loſe the 


Eruits of his dear Purchaſe : Yea he' follows it 
with bis Prayer, John 17. 24. Father, I will that 
they alſo whom thou baſt given me , be with me 
where 1 am, God always hears him. 

3. Becauſe of the ſanRifying and ſealing 
| Work of the Spirit, 2 Thel, 2. 13. God bath 


._ . choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanFification of the | 
ſpirit, and buief of the truth ; obſerve ic , San- 2 


ctification and Salvation , have an inſeparable 
Connexion : Saints in the Old Teſtament and 
in the New have the ſame ſpirit of faith, 2 Cor, 
4. 13. This animates all the Members of Chrift, 
running through the Veins of his 
2 Cor. 1.22. myſtical Body; and this is the 
ſeal and earneſt of our” future inheri» 
tance, Eph. 1. 13, 14. To be fure God will no 
loſe his Earneſt, or chrow it to Hell. 
4. Sain's ſhall be gathered together to Chriſt, 
becauſe chey are all wrapt in the ſame Bond of 
the Eyerlaſting Coyenant; its called the bond 


> ; on muſt obtain {alvation : Tt runs ; 
Rom. 41.7. inviſibly much under ground, but ! 
will appear at laft in Manſions a- } 


| 


7 


up but. one Rod; many Stones make but 


one building ; many Inhabicants make © but 


one City ar Kingdom : AU! Saints are fellow cj- 
tiz.ens, Eph. 2. 19, 20, 21, 22. God will not 
part them either in this or in the other World: 
'Sincere and pe:ſevering Souls, ſhall all meet be. 
fore the Throne, to fing Halelujabs with har- 
monious Melody : All the Saints through the 


World are Children of the ſame Father, God; 3 


yea they that are of faith, are children of Abra- 
bam, Gal. 3. 7. In a Spiritual Senſe, one bow- 


-ſhold of faith, Gal. 6. 10. fellow heirs of the ſame 


body, Eph. 3. 6. fellow ſervants, Col. 1. 7. bre- 
thren in Chriſt, faithful brethren, Col. 1. 2. fellow 
citizens with the Saints, Eph. 2. 19. and of the 
bouſhold of God : Such ſpecial Relation calls for: 
this Congregating ; No doubt, they mult be 
gathered together at laſt. 


s J of the covenant, Fzek. 20. 37. And by this Co- * 
| venatit,ail the Saints become one ſtick in the Lords 
band, Ezek. 37. #7. Suppoſe abundance of: 


Twigs be bound up together, yetthey ail make 3 
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CHAP VII. 


Inferences from this Deftrine of Saints 
being gathered together. 


T H E Improvement I ſhall make of this 
Point, ikall be 1#. for Dorine, or in- 


* > formaricn of our Minds and Judgments 'in 


theſs Ten Inferences and ConſeRaries. 

I. That Gcd is Omniſcent and Omnipotent 
known, weto God are all his works from the begin- 
nirg of the world, As 15.18. He is infinite in 


Knowledge and Wiſdom , .that takes account ' 


of the meaneſt Creatures, 'and he is of infinite 
Power to gather them up3 theſe are the Lord's 
People, and his Inhericance , which he hath 
brought cut by his mighty power and ftretched out 
&rm, Deut 9. 29. As God brought his Trae! out 


of Egypt, ſo he laid cut the ſame Power in 


bripging them into Canaan, *ſo the ſame Power 
* . that converted Sinners, will alſo ſave them, for 


they are kept by the power of God through faith 


unto ſalvation, 1 Pet, 1, 5. 

2, That Jeſus Chriſt is a compleat Saviour, 
He '« able to ſeve to the uttermoſt, Heb. 7. 25. 
[ &5 73 mms | every way, to all intents and 
purpoſes, Soul and Body in all cafes, difficul- 
ties, Conditions , in 2ll Diſpenſations : Yet ic 
hath 
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hath a further meaning, He is able to ſavetotal 
ly, finally , perfealy and perpetually,” ſo as * 
' .. none ſhall need ro come after him , to finiſh * 
what he hath begun ; .yet further, He ſaves, 
ſo as he ſhall never ceaſe to be a Saviour to all 
Ecernity : For, though he finiſhed his ſuffering 2 
Work on Earth, and his crowning Work at 2 
the great Day of Judgment , yet the God-in- 3 
Joying Work ſhall be by him , through the A- 3 
ges of Eternity ; as he ſhall be lookc on as the  * 
-" Authour, ſo he will be the Obje&t of their * 
_ Happineſs, and embrace chem in the Arms of 
his Love for evermore. 
3. That Death. is not terrible to a_gracious 
Perſon; Its true to Nature ic may | 
well be called the Ring of terrours; Fob 18. 14, 
 itis a diſlolving of this compound wy 
1 Man, but ic is the ſhell-and cloathing of the 
Soul that's laid by, an Elementary compoſition 
' that's diſſolved, the Soul is thereby fer at liber- 
ty, and cakes its flight into another World, a 
'Wogld of Spirits : A better State then here,” * 
Death is but a bridge , a portal that opens the 
Door to Heaven : Chriſt hath unſtung Death, 
perfumed the Grave, and made it a means of 
Manumiflion into the bleſſed Socizty of God, 
Angels and Saints, thouſands bztter then we are 
gone, who are we to be exempted? Its no un- 
J trodden Path, our beſt Friends are above ,, ler 
N us not be afraid to follow them. 
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4. That Heaven is a capacious plice ;. all | 


the Saints in the Oid Teſtament are gone thi- 
E ther, and. Millions in New-Teſtaniene days, 
E  are-mounted tn Glory, an bundred forty four 
= thouſand of 3! ibe Trives of Tjraeh,and a great mul- 


” -tirude which no man could nitmber, Riv. 7. 49. 
E Moſes and El: came from Heaven at Chriſt's 
© Tran fiz::ration ; Abrabam in giory,and all his 
- ſpiritual Oft-{p:ing , which makes a vaſt num- 
ber ; yet there's room enongh left in thoſe ex- 
tracted Manſions above.; How [mall a point 1s 
this habitable World compared wich Heaven , 
h where there #-innumerable company 
* Heb. 12.22. of Angels and ſpirits of juſs Men made 
perfect : Yet none refuſed or kept 

out that are written in the lambs bock of life : 
Heaven is capable of entertaining all the Son's 
I ot Gad, it is'a | this miy dxgor ] 
E”. Heb, tt. 13. vniverſal Recep'acle for all Pil- 
2 grims and Strangers here on the 

& Earth, 

> F. No unclean thing ſhall entec Heaven: 
Nothing that defileth ; no Dogs 
* Rev. 21. 27, {hall tead on that golden Pave- 


- Chap. 22.15.  menr, without are dogs, as large as 


its, wicked gracelef Sinners ſhall 

nat creep or croud into it ; our Lord keeps the 
Keys of. Paravice in his own-Hands , he can- 
Nat be guiity of an overſight, for 

* Rev. 2. 18. - his Eyes are like a flame of fire, 
none can give him the ſlip undil- 

ci2pibly ; he knows them that are his, and he 
difowns 


diſowns others : For without bolines no Man ſhall | E 


J - ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Grace and Glory go 


hand in hand, unconverted Sinners can no 


ſooner enter Heaven ( continuing fo ) then De. - ? 


vils or damned Souls: Perſons mult be gather- 7 
ed by Converſion, or not gathered by Salya- 3 
tion. 


6. Saints glorified , ſhall retain their Intel-- 3 


leftion and ſome kind of Senſation, as they- 3 
ſhall intuitively ſee God, know as f 
they are known, Cilcern ſpiritual Mat. 5.8. 
Myſteries moxg clearly chen ever: 1 Cor. 13 12. 
So they ſhall have ſome kind of 
ſenſe and feelings, from whence come Love, 
Joy, Delight ; for the Soul wants not the ex- 
erciſe of* its eſfential Facuities, tor want of bo- 2: 
- dily Organs : Theſe cpperations of the Soul in 7 
Fleſh, are but imperfe& ſhadows of that Inte!» 2 
leion and volition above , and fo of that ex- 
- cellent Senſe and Aﬀe&tions of Love and Joy, 
which we now cinnoc clearly conceive of here 
below : See- this fally in Mr. Baxter's Dymg 
1 boughts, page 201. K 
7. The Saints in Heaven will know one ano-+ 
_ ther; as the Diſciples knew Moſes and Elias, 
and thoſe that never ſaw one anothers Faces in. 
this World ſhall meet together with great con- 
tentz and this ſhall be no ſmall parc of cheir 
Happineſs , when they ſhall ſay, there ſtands 
holy Enoch, righteous Noah, grieving Lot, be- 3 
lieving Abraham, upright David, patient fob, 4 
penitent Peter, zealous Pau! the beloved, love- 
| E 4 ly 


£ fi Diſciple 7obs, riciorions Cham ampions a _ 
- . my glorious Companions for ever; And we to-'; [ 
gether are periz&ed' and glorified, Oh happy" 

day, bleſſed meeting ! h 
-, 8. The multitudes injoyingGod in Heaven, © | 1 

wilt be no diminution of their Joy: Thoſe ] o 
thouſands of Eyes beholding the 54 do.not |] [ 
extenuate its Light : For the Ads diminiſh not |] te 
the Obje& , no more then the King is lefs for | 
his Courtiers beholding him: The of |] it 

Heaven can give content toall the | tl 
Pſal. 16. 11. Ccaleſtial Inhabigants , all the: 1 
Chap. 36. 9, Saints ſhall bath in this pleaſanc 1} fi 
River, and drink abundantly of 
8be fountain of life, nor will the different De- 
.,"* grees of Glory beget want or envy in ſuch as 
have lels, for every Veſſel ſhall be as full as it+ : 
can hold : The Celeſtial Courc- Jt 
1 Cor. 15.28, Ers have all God, -ſhall be all in 
all; iris thought, that ſach as had {ri 
moye Grace , and had done God more ſervice- : 
' here, ſhall ſhine brighter then others, from! 
Dan. 12. 3. 1 Cor. 15, 41. But yet there ſhall-): 
be no Emulation , nay, they ſhall rather re» /» 

- Jayce in .cach others Graces and Glory. + . 

9. That in Heaven there will be a mutual 
and reciprocal exchange of Gifts and' Graces : 
And this will be no ſmall part of their Com- 
fort; O what claſpin of Arms ! What endea- 
redneſs of AﬀeRion ! What inlettings into each 
& - others Hearts! As the Sun ſhineth on the Stars, 

ſo the Stars ſhing on each other ; God doth a- 
= bundantly 
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J bundantly irradiate their Souls, and they com- * 
{ fort one anothers :- Not but that'there is enough © © 


* 


1 in God co delight them , but this is in ſome 
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reſpe&' accumulative : The Saints above will 


1] look on each others Grace as if it were their - - 
1 own: Yea there will be a mutual Apticude and 


| Diſpalition to ſerve each other, and contribute. 


1] to their Felicity. 


xo, The ſweet Harmony of Spirits will be 


1 inconcewable Melody in Heaven , far beyond 
4 the Muſick of the . Sphears they calk of : 
1 Thoſe bleſſed Inhabitants ſhall be _ 

1 filled with the Spirit, Love, Joy, G4. s. 22. 


Peace, then they ſhall indeed 

1ipeak among themſelves , is Pſalms and Hynins 
and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in 
their Hearts to the Lord, Eph. 5. 18, 19. Then 
they ſhall with one Mind and one 
Mouth glorify God : Not one jar- Rom. 15. 6. 
Jring String in the heavenly Con- 

rt: Their Hearts will be centred on God, 
d their Lines ſtreight with each other :- O © 
fled day when there will be no jars or 
ranglings, but Luther and Calvin will ſweetly 
pree,when Melanihon and Zxinglius willlweet- 
Þy conſpire to celebrate the Praiſes of our com- 
on Lord : O ſweet and bleſſzd day. 
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CHAP. VII. 


| Reprehenſion and Convittion of Gracels/s a 
and Gracious Souls. d 


2. Nother Uſe is of Convi&ion : 1. Of}, 
| ſuch as are Graceles, 2. Of Godlf/j 
Perſons. | 
1. Of unconverted gracelefs Perſons. 
1. Muſt there be a gathering together q 
\ Saints, and only Saints, what then will becon 
of Wicked men? They are not to be gathereC 
with Saints, they. cared not for their Companf 
here, and they ſhall not have theirGSociety if. 4 
the other World. v 
1, Wicked men ſhall be baniſhed from = 
mong the Godly, this is no ſmall Puniſhme ; 
He ſhall ſet the ſheep on the right hand, and t nl 
- goats on the left, Mat. 25. 32,33. He ſhall | s 
arate them ofie from another, as a ſh1pherd df . 
wvideh bis ſheep from the goats. In this Wor hh 
they were mingled together, in the ſame Kin Pe 
dom, City, Houſe, Aſſembly, and none w 7 
able to diſtinguiſh them ; they were taken < s 
be as Devout as the beſt, and they took thenf*®: 
ſelves to be as good as any: But now t! wil 
ſha!l be deteted, and the rottenneſs of the & 
| Hea 
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earts ſhall be laid open, before themſelves, 
ngels, and Men, and they ſhall be an abborring 
to all fleſh, fo ſays the Exangelical Prophet, 
al. 66. 24+ This will be none of 4be leaſt of 
icked mens Puniſhment to {ce thoſe that 
ey bad ſcorned, ſlighted, and cenſured, as 
ſs fot worthy Humane Society, to mount up, 
d fit down with Abrabam,. Iazc, and Faceb, 
Þþ the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Children of 
be Kingdom (theſe Church-members) 70 be 
1/F" ont - into utter darkneſs, Mat. 8. 11,12. O 
d parting, never to meet again ! How will 

Wicked wiſh they had lived in Priſons , 
overty, and- woful ſiraits in this World, fo 

ey might now go along with them into 
Þlory. O that we had ſpent our time in 

rayer, Reading, Meditation, Conference, ard 
Works of Mortification, as theſe Holy Souls 
 Jid, then had we. been happy, as theſe are : 
$ut now we ſee our loſs: We thought your 
tte madneſs, but now we are convinced of 
ur Folly, and the wiſdom of your-@hoice. 

2, Theſe poor graceleſs 'Sou!s muſt be for 
Fer baniſhed from the Eternal God, the Foun- 
ir ain of all Happineſs : They bid God depart, 

; Peart from ws, for we deſire not the knowleape of 

by ways, Job 21.14. If not in ſo many. 
ords, yet mretpretatively by their Works ; - 
0d now God will ſay, Depart from me, ye Y 
ne wrſed, Mat. 25. 41. The dreavtuileſt Word ny 
ef” the Bible, che moſt aſtoniſhing Sentence 4 
aFl"at can come out of the Mouth af God, or 

Cal 
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CHAP. VITI. 


| Reprebenfion and Convition of Graoeleſs |; 
and Gracious Souls. 


Nother Uſe is of INT ens. : 1. Of 
ſuch as are Graceleſs, 2, Of Godly 


Perſons, 
x. Of unconverted graceleſ Perſons. 

1. Muſt there be a gathering together « 

\ Saints, and only Saints, what then will becon: < 
of Wicked men ? They are not to be gather ra 
with Saints, they.cared not for thei Compan 
here, and they ſhall not have theirSociery i id, 
the other World. 

1. Wicked men ſhall be baniſhed from 
mong the Godly, this is no ſmall Puniſhmen 
He ſhall ſet the ſheep on the rightt'hand, and t 

' goats on the left, Mat. 25. 32,33. He ſhall 
arate them one from another, as a ſhepherd 
videth bu ſheep from the goats. In es Wor "Ay 
'they were mingled together, in the ſime King, 
dom, City, Houſe, Aſſembly, and none w{”7 
able to diſtinguiſh them ; they were taken 
be as Devout as the beſt, "and they took ther = 
ſ:lves to be as good as any: But now the 
ſha!] be deteed, and the rottennels of the 
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Jearts fat be laid open, os themſelves y OY 
Ingels, and Men, and they ſhall be an abhorring 
v0 all fleſb, fo ſays the Exangelical Prophet, 
Yal. 66. 244 This will be none of 4he leaſt of 
icked mens Puniſhmene to ſee thoke that 
ey had ſcorned, ſligtted, and centured, as 
ſs worthy Humane Society, to mount up, 
d fit down with Abrabam, Iaac, and Taceb, 
Þþ the Kingdom of Heaven ; and the Children of 
pe Kingdom (thele Church: members) . 70 be 
dl "IL + ont - into utter darkneſs, Mat. 8. 11,12. O 
qd parting, never to meet again : How will 
- Wicked wiſh they had lived in Priſons , 
Forerty, and woful firaits in this World, lo 
ey might now go along with them into | 
Þlory. O that we had ſpent our time in 
rayer, Reading, Meditation, Conference, ar.d 
orks of Mortification, as theſe Holy Souls 
yid, then had we. been happy, as thele are: 
ut now we fee our loſs: We thought your 
Fife madneſs, but now we are convinced of 
" $Þr Folly, and the wiſdom of your-@hoice. 
2, Theſe poor pgraceleſs'Sou!s muſt be for 
rer biniſhed from the Eteryal God, the Foun- 
d ain of all Happineſs : They bid God depart, 
Depart from m, for we deſire not the knowleage of 
by ways, Job 21.14. If not in ſo many 
Fords, yet meetpretatively by their Works; - 
2 nd now God will ſay, Depart from me, ” 
nef7/ed, Mart. 25. 41. The dreachuileſt Word 
\ «#2 che Bible, che moſt aſtoniſhing Senzence 
a4 "at can come out of the Mouth af God, or 
Can 
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can be herd by the Ears of Men. The ee. 
joyment of Gad is the Saints Heaven, banilyc 
ment from God igthe Wickeds Hell ; yea, ta; 
very Hell of Hells; the only Venom, Stinghf 
and Poiſon of that Infernal Lake. *i'hey ch&wh 
are not gathered to God, are ſeparated frohe 
God; and once baniſhed, and for ever bher 
niſh'd ; they cannot be parted from his Rr: 
venging Juſtice, but from his Comfortintne 
Love : Who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting dhne 
Rruttion, from the preſence of the Lord, and fopat 
the glory of hs power, 2 Thell. 1, 9. The paifſh 
of loſs is greater than the pain of ſenſe : Gar 
dreadful Caſe Now 'poor Sinners will be b&he 
niſh2d from the Beatifical Preſence, and ſhafBre 
never more ſee God or Chriſt co their Come 
forte, O wretched - State! Sinners ſhall the&he 
know what the loſs of God meanecth. TheHbut 
gathered themſelves together under Ordinanceſyat 
buc defired not God's Preſence in Ordinance: 
more know what Communion with Gofple 
meant, but they ſhall know-what Separatiothe! 
from God now means: Where Love endedhio 
Wrath begins, Fury comes in the room aþar 
Mercy. Now conſider thus, ye that forget Godfnil 
leſt be tear you in pieces, and there be none to def" 4 
liver, Pal. 5o. 22. To 
3. Wicked Men ſhall be bound up togetheÞoi 
in bundles, and caſt into the Fire of Hell lv 
So ſaich the Text, Mat. 13. 30. In the time dbut 
harveſt, 1 will ſay to-the reapers , gather ye tohma; 
gether, firſt, the Tares, 'and bind them in bundl 


- Fo burn them. And why in bundles ? Will this" + * 
 Ube any eaſe to them in Torments? They are , #Þ 
Nivont to ſay, Here, Neighbours Fare is-good 
» WPare: But it will be otherwiſe there, the fghe 
ngpf. each other will increaſe their Torment, 
t&vhere they ſhall refle& upon their Guilt toge- 
rofther, how they tempted others, and were 
dFempted by others to fin ; thou waſt one In- 
REtrument to bring me into this Place of Tor- 
tintment: O that 1 had never known thee !. Now 
" merry Companions will be torturing Com- 
Fopany ; their ſweet Meat muſt have ſour Sauce, 
>agThis, this is the dreadful conſequence of our 
Srantick Frolicks. It is thought, that this was 
dhe reaſon why the Rich Man was loth his five 
hafBrethren ſhauld,come to- him in 
2NFHell ; not for love to them (for - Zube 16. 28. 
hehere's no ſuch Charity in Hell ) 
hefbut Self-Jove, leſt their preſence ſhould aggra- 
Fate his Torments. Hence is the 
eSÞpnaſhing of teeth alſo mentioned, for Mat. 13. 50. 
70Epleen and ' ſpight both againſt 
oSthemſelves,and againſt each other ; as Commu- 
Won advanceth the Saints Glory above,ſo Com- 
pany of old Sinners aggravates. the Wicked's 
2agmiſery in Hell. 
4. It will greatly aggravate Wicked mens 
TTorment, to conſider, that this was their own 
1efdoing : Their deſtirutiion w of thern- | 
ll elves ; they can challenge none #1{. 13. g. 
Sur themſelves, chough they had 
tomany Incentives and Temptations: 'Neicher 
le the 
if 


F Px " W74 £40 


* . = the Devil nor | 
- them to Hell againſt their wills: God faith 


at WM. os p> - a.” wot « 
, ih % ; et 6 4 4 A. 4 
v.# STII IWCFT © Jy 4 
: 


a . oO 
"45 
,— - ' 4 


ked men could ever pu 


hd 
S +, Yo 


ic 


He wills not ,the death of a Sinner. Jeſus Ch 
expreſſed his earneſt deſire of their Salvatiat 
by his Death, the Spirit came with its lovi 
motions and impulſes, Godly Miniſters, Ch 
ſtian Friends praved for them, took pains wit 
them to ſave them ; fo that our Lord himle 
ſaith, Adat. 23. 37. O Feruſalem, feruſalem, boy 
often would I have gathered thy Children togethe 
even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under 
wings; and ye would not? There was God's g | 
thering time of Mercy, bur that's paſt ; nc 
there's a gathering time of Wratl 
Mat. 3.12. When the Chaff muſt be burmt | 
unquenchable firs. They miglt 
have been happy, but would nc 
Jonah 2.8. They obſerved lying vanities , 
forſook their own mercies, no 
there's no remedy. They choſe che thi 
wherein he delighted not, and now he will cl 
their deluſions, Ila. 66. 3, 4- Alas, poor Sinne 
chuſe the Devil's Drudgery here, and Gol 
gives them up into his hands, to be tormen 
tor ever ; and as Chriſt will gather up bisSaini 
whom he purchaſed, fo the Devil will gat 
up ail his Slaves, not one ſhall eſcape him 
the Wicked are gathered by Death to the 
Maſter,and to their proper plac 
Aﬀs 1.25. as it's ſaid of Fudas, That be w 
to his own place, that's Hell; K 
the wicked ſball be turned into Hell, and all t 
| Natio 
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"I Nations that forget God, Plal. 9. 17. O, what © 

Ja vaſt Aſſembly will chat be! Millions, Mil- *-3 
""Flions of Souls deſcend down into that Place of 
TTorments. Wide « the gate, and broad # the 
way that leadeth to deſtruttion, and many there be 
try chat go in thereat, Mat. 7.13- O tremble, leſt 
{you be found among this greater number of 
Arche Sons of men. 
b. Remember, all Mankind have their Facgs 
= Hell-wards, when they are born ; The wicked 
4 are eftranged from the womb, they go aftray as 
A ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking les, Plal. 58. 3. 
ION There # none righteous, wo, not one; 
al ve are altogether become unprofitable, 
without a ſaving turn we are all 
E marching Hell-ward, and muſt be gathered 
together, and, like Faggots, piled up in that 
Internal Lake, but eſpecially ſuch as have im- 
"OY proved the ſtock of Original Corruption in a 
DJ courſe of Profane Swearing, Rioting, Drun- 
”4 kenneſs, mocking of Religion, ridiculing Pre- 
1h ciſeneſs, condemning the . Righteous, juſtify- 
30} ing the Wicked: How can fuch as theſe ex- 
UG pect to be gathered with the Saints in the other 
ng World, whom chey cannot envure in this ? 
NE Surely the Godly and Wicked go contrary 
my ways, when they go off the Stage of this 
ef World into an Eternal ſtate. | 
cy. 2, As Wicked, Graceleſ(s Perſons ſtate .is ſad 
vey and hopele(s, ſo continuing, fo alſo profeſſed 
#4 Chriſtians, yea, rcal Saints are in forte things. 
\ too faulty, and blame-worthy, 

I. Shall 
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the wicked (ball be turned into Hell, and all #, 
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He wills not ,the death of a Sinner. Jeſus Ch 1; 
expreſſed his earneſt defire of their Salvatic 
by his Death, the Spirit came with its loving, 
motions and impulſes, Godly Miniſters, Chr, 
ſtian Friends praved for them, took pains wi y 
them to ſave them; fo that our Lord himlghy 
ſaith, Mat. 23. 37. O Feruſalem, feruſalem, bi 
often would I have gathered thy Children toget hy 
even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under 
wings; and ye would not? There was God's g 
thering time of Mercy, but that's paſt ; no 
there's a gathering time of Wr 
When the Chaff muſt be burnt 
unquenchable firs. They mi 
have been happy, but would nc 
They obſerved lying vanities , 
forſook their own mercies;, no 
there's no remedy. They choſe che thi 
wherein he delighted nt, and now he will c| 
their deluſions, Ia. 66. 3, 4+ Alas, poor Sinne 
chuſe the Devil's Drudgery here, and Ge 
gives them up into his hands, co be tormente 
tor ever ; and as Chriſt will gather up bisSain 
whom he purchaſed, fo the Devil will gat 
up ail his Slaves, not one ſhall eſcape hin' 
the Wicked are gathered by Death to the 
Maſter,and to their proper plac 
as it's ſaid of Fudas, That be w 
to bis own place, that's Hell; £ 
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"Nations that forget God, Plal. 9. 17. O, what © 
Caieh : oe _ 
Ja vaſt Aſſembly will that be! Millions, Mil- ©: 
lions of Souls deſcend down into that Place of 
orments. Wide « the gate, and broad u the 
ay that leadeth to deſtrufttion, and many there be 
hat go in thereat, Mat. 7.13- O tremble, leſt 
you be found among this greater number of 
Athe Sons of men. 
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, bY Remember, all Mankind have their Faces 
«9 Hell-wards, when they ate born ; The wicked 
” Mare eftranged from the womb, they go aftray as 
$h 


Ay ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking les, Plal. 58. 3, 


YThere # none righteous, wo, not one; 
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marching Hell-ward, and muſt be gathered 
together, and, like Faggots, piled up in that 
M Internal Lake, but eſpecially fuch as have im- 
nOJ proved the ſtock of Original Corruption in a 
hing courſe of Profane Swearing, Rioting, Drun- 
co kenneſs, mocking of Religion, ridiculing Pre- 
anef ciſeneſs, condemning the . Righteous, juſtify- 
Gf ing the Wicked : How can ſuch as theſe ex- 
Nt pect to be gathered with the Saints in the other 
ang-World, whom they cannot envure in this ? 
ung Surely the Godly and Wicked go contrary 
uny ways, when they go off the Stage of this 
theſ World into an Eternal ſtate. | 
lac} 2. As Wicked, Graceleſ(s Perſons ſtate .is ſad 
wel and hopelels, ſo continuing, fo alſo profeſſed 
H Chriſtians, yea, real Saints are in forte things. 
1 #* too faulty, and blame-worthy, 
#146 x. Shall 


© 1, Shall there be a gathering together at laſtF 
then how unaccountable are thoſe Diſtances, 
Animoſities, and Heart-bumings among Chri 
ſtians 2 There is utterly a fault among us: How 
contrary 1s this to Chriſtian Love, ſo often re 
commended by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? Yea, 
our Lord bath made it the Charadteriftical 
Note of hu Diſciples,to lowe one another, John 13, 
25. It was wont to be faid of the Primitive 
. Chriſtians by Heathens, See how they love 
one another, . But alas, Brotherly Love doth 
not continue : It hath been declared, to the 
{canval of - our Noble Profeflion 

1 Cor. 1.11... That there are Contentions among us 
Further, it hath been ſaid, [That], 

where ſtricteſt Profellors fall out, they are moſtY,, 
implacable ; Dcunkards will ſooner be Friends, 
than theſe Puritans: God forbid it ſhould be hi 
true 3 God forbid that there ſhouldJ,; 

2 Cor. 12.20. bg Debates, envyings, wraths, ftrifes,Þ c, 
| back bitings, whiſperings, tumults |, 
fwellings. Alas, that ſuch unbecoming Fruits}; 
of th- Fleſh ſhould be found among us ! Theref;p 
hath bezn too much of this Evil Spirit ; O, let: 
us take heed, lej# if we bite and devour one ano-If, 
ther, we be not conſumed one by another, Gal, 5 4c 
T5. Theſe are the Devil's Artillery, whereby, 
he tights, and too often prevails to do abun-Hg 
dance of miſchief, and hinder much good ;F 
For where envy and ſtrife #, there 
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Fames 3. 16. 4 confuſicn, and every evil work. 


How can you think of the Day, 
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"of, meeting one another in Heaven with ſuch 
©51 peeviſh Spirits? Will you perpetuate your 
Quarrels into another World ? Are you Chil- 
OW? dren of Peace, that thus Quarrel ? For ſhame 
TC4} lay afide' your Differences, or lay aſide your 
©, Profeflion of this Goſpel of Peace. 
call 2. If the Saints be gathered at laſt, why 
13.j do they not keep cloſe together in this World ? 
IVC] What unaccountable Separations do men maks 
VC from each other upon ſmall Occaſions ? This 
ANI is a Duty practiced by all the Saints in all 
the Ages, the Primitive Chriſtians continued ſted- 
Ng faſtly in the Apoſtles doFrine and fellowſhip, Aﬀs 
#1 2.42. As ſoon as Paul was con- 
hat verted, he aflayed to joyn himſelf As g. 26. 
olth;, che Diſciples, and others conſorred & 27. 4: 
nds with Paul and Barnabas. The Phi- 
be lippians were in the fellowſhip of Phil. 1. 5. 
uldi:be Goſpel from the fir#t day of their 
fer, Converſion. Like will to like : Ir's Natural for 
5 ,Ja Child of God to hold cloſe Communion with 
atY his Father's Children: How comes it to paſs 
ICithen, that ſome that profeſs themſelves Chri- 
etdſtians, keep at a diſtance ? Alas, have you the 
n-Yame Name, Nature, and Divine Image, and : 
* 54$do you not care for their Company ? How 
Dygwill you like to live with them for ever in 
N-FHeaven, that love not their Society on Earth ? 
0 zFHow comes it-to paſs that you keep off? It's 
ere foflible ſome do it out of -modeſty, they 
Tk. re not worthy to aſlociate with them ; theſe 
ay kre but few : Others out of Singularity, Re- 
of E ticednels, 
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tiredneG, they can find none good enough to] | 


whom they think fit to vouchſale intimate Fa- 
miliaricy. Others have a pique againſt ſuch 
and ſuch Chriſtians, or againſt the whole Party, 
and moſt. hold off from ſupine Negligence, 
Carelefneſs, and Oſcitancy ;3 moſt men are un- 
concerned about their Edification : How un- 
willing are ſome Chriſtians to be drawn to 
Communion of Saints? It it be an Article in 
their Creed, *cis no part of their Practice, as 


though they had never ſubſcribed to it; yea, 


there-are ſome, that were once forward 


* this Work of Chriſtian Communion, that are 


now fallen off, like thoſe Hebrews that believed, 
of whom the Apoſtle faith, Not forſaking the 
aſſembling of cur ſelves together, as the manner « 
fome #, Heb. 10.25. The Donatiſ#s of old, and 
the SeRtaries of lace, have made dreadful Reass 
and Schiſms in the Church ; the 'more'Holy 
Chriſtians are, the more Catholick Spirits they 
have : They are moſt-likely to be ſenſual, tha 
needleſly ſeparate themſelves, yea, not havin 
the ſpirit, Jude 19, however they may boaſt 
th:mſelves co be more full of the Spirit tha 
others they ſeparate from. Well, .Sirs, confi 
der what you do, how you prejudice yo 
ſelves, weaken your Brethrens Hands, fadder 
their Hearts, yea, you weaken the Intereſt of 
Religion - bereby : What, Friends, "ſhall 'on 
Heaven hold you, and cannot one Churc 
hold you ? Do you look for comfort at Chrif 
{:cond Coming among his Saints, and will you 
| act 
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>, | not keep by the foot-ſteps of the flock? The Lord 
awaken you. | 

3. Some Chriſtians make nothing of offend- 
ting the Saints of God, that they ſhould not 
offend 3; thats a dreadful word, Mat. 18. 6. 
Whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones, which 
believe in me , it were better for bim that a 
mmill-ftone were hanged about ha neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the Sea. I confets 
this is ſpoken of open and violent Perſecu- 
tors, whom our Lord will baniſh ampng the 
puſhing Goats : But even Chriſtians are too 
apt to offend one another ; fomecrimes by pro- 
yoking words, ſometimes by offenſive carria- 
ges, doing that which (however ic ſeem in- 
different to us) yet thereby «a Brother tumbleth, 
or us offended, or made weak, Rom. 14.21. Un- 
adviſed walking may hinder much good, oc- 
caſion much'evil, at leaſt may make (ad the 
hearts of thofe whoſe hearts God would not 
12% have made fad: With what comfort or con- 
"| fidence will you look in the Faces of thoſe 
ar whom you have juſtly offended ? 

An eminent 'Divine faith, if it 2. Baxter in 

Mt be my weakneſs, I have much #« Ze#ter before 
adoto think but ſome ſhame with _ n__—_ 
"Y confuſion will accompany me, jian Comme- 
Of when I firit meet any there, that muration. 
NY T have been unkind to,or wronged, 
cM or that will know my faults better than here &< 
iy they did, and that I ſhall ask them forgivenels, 


ou! which will be ſoon granted, being forgiven 
act | F 2 by *< 
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*. by Chriſt. However matters will go then, it 

becomes all the Saints to be very choice and 

chary of the Holineſs and Comfort of their 

Fellow-members on Earth, and to ſay, with 

Paul, x Cor. 8. 13. Wherefore if meat make my 

brother to offend, 1 will eat no fleſh while the world 

\ . 'ftandeth, leſt I make my brother to offend. Happy 

{ ce they that neither give Offence careleſly , 
nor take Offence cauleleſly. 

4. Yet {till there's a great (if not greater) 

faulr, of good People, and that is, to be too 

- familiar with Wicked Men, to comply too far 

> with Sir:ners, to the diſhonour of God, ſcan-+ 

dal of Religion, and wronging of - our own 

Confciences. Paul writes, and 

I Cor. 5.9.11. writes again, »ot to keep company 

with fornicators ; the word is very 

emphatical, | owaywiyrz-] not to be mingled 
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wich them by intimate familiarity, as ſtreams 
of Water mix together ; but Chriſtians muſt be 
like Oyl, that will not mix with Water ; eſpe- 
cially ſcandalous Profeſſors of the True Relj- 
gi0n, it fuch be diſorderly Perſons, Idle, Bufie- 
bodies, dilobedient to the Word ; found cloſe- 
walking Chriſtians muſt note that man, and have 
ro company with him, that be may be aſhamed , 
2 Theil. 3. 11.14. . Brand ſuch an one as in- 
famous, diſcover a ſtrangeneſs in your Car- 
rizze to him, | tvs irrTgari | that he may turn 
into himſelf, and conſider what may be the 
cauſe in him of this your alienation from him : 
Such a Recognition may become a n—_—_y 
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his Repentance ; whereas if you ſtill ſmile 
upon him, as if you ſaw nothing amiſs in 
him, you do but barden him in fin : Yer there's 
ſomething worſe in your ſinful complyance , 
you contra Guilt to your own Souls, and are 
in danger to be infe&ted, and fo 

partake of their Sins, and of their Rev, 18. 4. 
Plagues. How often doth God _. | 
Call, Come out from among them; and be ye e- 
parate, ſaith the. Lord — What fel- 

lowſhip bath righteouſneſs with un- 2C0r.6.14.17. 
righteouſneſs? Have no fellowſhip 

with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but reprove 
them rather, Eph. 5. 11. How often doth Da- 
vid bid Wicked Men depart from him ? And 
if they will not be gone, he will flee from 
them as from a Peſt-houſe : Pſal. 26. 4,5. 1 
bave not ſate with vain perſons, neither will 1 go 
in with diſſemblers. 1 bave hated the Congregation of 
evil doers, and will not fit with the-wicked: And + 
then prays,ver. 9. Gather not my ſoul with ſinners. 
Oh,Friends, tremble to be found among Wicked 
Men in the Gathering-day. 
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Examination of our Souls, whether we ſhalt 
| be gathered with Saints. 


2  _ Uſe is of Tryal, Whether we: 

| be the Perſons thar ſhall. be gathered. 
to Chriſt with ,the reſt of his Saints in that- 
Solemn Day of his Appearing, 

s. Conſider, you may know whether you 
be of that number yea or no; aſſurance is 
poſlible, attainable 5 God's Children have ob- 
rained it, 2 Cor. 5. 1. For we know that if our 
earthly houſe of thu. Tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
bave & building. of God,. an- houſe not made with 
bands, eternal jn the heavens. We can be well 
content to forego this. tattering Cottage, becauſe 
we are well aſſured of a Cwoleſtial Palace; 
there we ſhall lodge with God, Chriſt, Angels, 
and glorified Spirits for ever. | 


2. Nor is this Aſſurance only communicated. 


by Divine Revelation, but may be obtained in 
the diligent uſe of God's appointed means , 
hearing the Word, Prayer, Meditation, ex- 
citing and exercifing of Grace, holy Warfare, 
and Victory over Temptations, Corruptions, 
waiking cloſe with God , particularly by. a 
Practical Syllogiſm, where the Word of God 

is 


wu kei 1 


2 . _ wa ld ah. hk 


- TY > * 1 " 0" x" L 2 - A , 
: © 45h Y TR - 3% *- 4 ee RAS. ICS I 
. : " . l 3 A 
- 3. wm - 
. i® 
( ; \- 
- 
%* *% 
Fg 
- A 
= 


is the Major, Conſcience the Minor, the Sp:* 
rit makes the Conclufion : Thus , ſuch. whoſe 
Eyes are opened that are turned from darkneſs to 
light, from the power of Satan to God, ſhall bawe 
au inheritance among them that are ſanfified, Acts 
26. 18. Then Conſcience brings in the Minor, 
I have found my Heart and Life thus changed 
by Converſion; then the holy Spirit brings in 
the Inference or Concluſion, therefore I do 
groundedly hope, I-ſhall obtain the Inheritance 
of Glory with the reſt of the Saints : This is 
called the witnefling of the Spirit with our Spi- 
rits that we are the Children of God, Rom. 8. 
I6, 

3. Therefore it is the Duty of all Chriſti. 
ans to endeavour after it, we are commanded 
to give diligence to 'make our calling and elefion 
fure, 2 Pet. 1. to, We deſire ſaith the Apoſtle, 
that every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence 
to the full aſſarance of hope to the End, Heb. 6.11. 
Such as look not after Aſſurance conſcientiouſly, 
render their ſpiritual Eſtate ſuſpicious : For ie 
is the Nature of Grace to put the Poſleſſour 
forwards to Perfeion : The ſin- 
cere Chriſtian will be perfe@ing ho- 
linefl in the fear of God, and prels 
forward to injoy more of God's Preſence : Let 
ws (laith the Apoſtle ) draw near with a true 
beart in full aſſurance of faith, Heb. 19. 22. 

4- And oh the advantage and benefit that 
God's Children have by a well-grounded Aſſu- 
rance of their Salvation, ic will raiſe yous 

F 4 Hearts 


2 Cor. 7. I. 
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= *Hearts in praiſe of God, and tranſport your 
q Spirits in love to and delight in him: This 
drops ſweetneſs into all worldly Injoyments 
it chears up the Heart in Sufferings, Heb. 10, 
34. fortifies the Soul againſt Temptations ; ex- 
Cites the Chriſtian to all Acts of new Obedi- 
ence; gives Contentment in every Condition : 
This ſtrengthens againſt fears of Death, and is 
a certain preludium and fore-runner of Hea- 
ven: O hop35y Soul that can ſay God is my 
Father, Saints my elder Brothers, and I ſhall 
meet them all in Glory, and ſing praiſes 
with them to God and the Lamb for ever- 
more, 

Qu. Bat how ſhall a Man know that he 
ſhall be one of thoſe that ſhall be gathered to- 
g:ther to Chriſt, in chat Solemn day 2? 

An{w. 1 deſire you will faithfally Anſwer 
the(: 5S2ven Queſtions. 

1. Have you been gathered to Chriſt by con- 
verting Grace? To him (43. e. to. Shilob ) ſhall 
the gathering of the People be, Gen. 49. Io. Hath 
the Spirit of God in the Word convinced you 
of your diitance from God, prevailed with 
You tc cater into Solemn covenant with him 2 

Alas, by nature we are as Sheep 


will to return to God, but Chriſt the good 
Shephard calleth $:s own Sheep by name, and lea- 
deth them out, they know bis woice and follow him, 
John 10, 34. Formerly (faith the returning 
EY. | Sinner ) 


Plal.119.175. going aſtray, Prodigals in a far | 
Country, have neither skill nor ' 
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(79) | 
Sinner ) I heard but the Voice of Man, now 
methinks I hear the Voice of God, rending my 
Heart , diſcovering thoſe Secret-luſts , that no 
mortal can know of, the very Secrets of my 
Heart are made manifeſt ; I muſt fall down on 
my face and worſhip God and muſt report that 
God x there (in ſuch an Ordinance) of a truth, 
x Cor. 14.24, 25. What concuffions and ſha. 
kings of Soul have you found to unſettle you 
from your carnal Peace and Security ? Hath 
the Lord hewed you by bis Prophets, 


and ſlain you with the words of his Hol. 6. 5. 


20th ? What convittions of your R 
loſt Condition 2 What tremblings ,,- ,_ 
after the Lord ? When he roar- x1. 
eth as a Lion? Are you of- thoſe 

that tremble at the Word of the 7 66. 5. 
Lord? Yet it doth not afright 

you from him, but to him : I can be ſafe no 
where but under the ſhadow of his Wings: 
Come let. us join our ſelves tothe Lord in a perpetu- 
@ Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten, Jer. o. F. 
I will tie this ſlippery Heart to the Lord, with 
the ſtrongeſt and ſtreighteſt Bonds : I will not 
only fay ic with my Mouth, but 
ſubſcribe it with my Hand, yea and 7114. 44 5. 


| [wear my ſelf to be the Lords, and 
' b:s only : Some indeed Swear by 


Tia. 45. 23- 
the Name of the Lord, but ne - 1s. a 


in truth, nor in righteouſneſs, but the ch. 49. 22. 


ſincere Chriſtian is moſt afraid of 


Hypocriſy, longs aſter ſincerity , approves his 
Heart | 
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Heart to God, reſolves to reſort to his Standard;JSc 
fight his Battles , and be on his Side for ever 5 
Let Fleſh and Blood and all the Devils in Hell 
fay what they- can to the contrary, is this your 
Peremptory reſolation ? 
2. Have you ſeparated from Sinners, 2 Cot 
6. 17. Wherefore come out fFom among them 
be ye ſeparate ſaith the Lord, and touch not the u 
clean thing, and 1 will recevoe you : 
ver. 14.15, For, what communion bath li 
with darknefſ? As Man cannot 
carry thetr vain Companions to Heaven, tg: 
not into the Church-ſtate: Nay: 
Rev. 21.27. unclean thing or perſon can en: 
ter the Gates of this haly City | 
ch. 22.15. For without are Dogs: Sain 
may not deny civil Converſe with 
the worſt of Men in Neighbourhoqd or near}. 
Relation, x Cor. 5. 10. But in two reſpes the} 
Apoſtle denies Society with groſs Sirners ,| 1 
1//. Not too much or needleſs Familiarity with 
them ; nat to be mingled with them, as Was] 
ter and Oil will not mix , Chriftians muſt not 
will not 'be Hail-fellow witch diſſolute Perfons ; 
24ly. Eſpecially with ſuch as are preten 
Chriſtians, and bely cheir Profeflion by ſcan- 
dalous Actions; theſe of alt othery 
2 Theſ. 3. 14, We muſt keep at a diſtance from, 
as a piece of their Puniſhment to 
. bring. them to Shame and fo eo Repentance :| I 
If you A& as Chriſtians, you will let him fee] 6 
a ſtrangeneſs in you towards him, ut queras #bi,} N 
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rd,1S0 poſit pre pudore occultare,that he may turn in- 
r fro himſelf by Selfrefletion, recognize his 
ell{Diſorders, or ſeek where to hide himſelf But 
urfthar's not all, for a godly Perſon hath a kind of 
Jantipathy againſt wilful Sinners , and avoids 
them: as afraid of being infected by them, as 
L Faſeph was {hy of his Miſtreſs: And as Solomon 
wadviteth, Prov. 58. 9, By familiar Conveiſe 
4you may incourags them inSin, and prejudice 
$21 your Selves : Hence all Pious Perſons have been 
J afraid to aſfociate with Sinners, fo David, Pal. 
if 26. 4+ 1 bave not ſat with vain Perſons, neither 
will I go in-with diſſemblers : For, in their Com- 
1-4 pany I ſhall get either Guilt or Grief; if I 
 JA& as they , I ſhall be puilty ; if not, I ſhall 
4 be grieved : The beſt is , to meddle as little as 
4 T can with them, for God's Honour, and my 
arf own. Peace: I will reſolve with Old Facob, 
19] Gen. 49. 6. O my Soul come not into their Secret : 
I dare mot touch the Rope , leaſt 1 
i beer the Bel]: IF will abſtain from 1 Thef. 5. 22. 
|} the appearance of evil; and hate Fude 23. 
the Garment - fotted by the fleſh. 
| 3. Have you aſſociated your Selves to them 
that fear God ?. Godly Perſons were holy Da- 
vids intimate Friends, Pſalm 16. 3. the Saints 
were in his Account the excellent im the Earth, 
iv whom w all my delight : Compa- 
4 mion: am 1 to all them that fear thee : Pal. 119.53. 
{| I have wiſe Senators, valiant Soul- 
ej diers, but what are theſe to me, if they be 
;, | not truly Religious, one Fonathas is better then 
many 
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many  Foabs, one Huſhai better then a thou- 
ſand Achitopbels ; Tlove chem that fear God with ; 
= a peculiar Love, yea though they ſhould be 1 
8 ſzvere upon me if I offend, 1 will not only pa- 


tieatly bear it, but thankfully own them as my "a 
Benefators: Let the righteous} 


Plal. 141. 5. mite me , it hall be a kindne . 
Prev $3 6. —_ are LR of a ing : -n 
| I will love Nathan the better af 

whil'it I live, for his Faithfulneſs : [ Sit anima 
mea pi | let my Soul be united co Saints: IF 
will live with chem on Earth with whom I 
would ſing Praiſesin Heaven : Communion of ,, 
Saints, isnot only an Articlein my Creed, but 5 
a main Point of Practice, yet next to Com- " 
munion with God my higheſt Priviledge:} ;, 
Theſe, theſe will I converſe familiarly with ; I 
will confer wich them about the things of God, 
pray and praiſe God with them, fit down with | 5 
theſe at the holy Supper, and walk hand in} ,, 
hand wich them in my journey Heaven-wards : | , 
There is an holy Union of all Saints, which T 
yet is not natural, or corporal , political nor 
| yet perſonal, but yer it is Real, and this Uni- 
| on is either Myſtical, as Members of the ſame: ly 
myſtical Body, Eph.5.30.or Eccleſiaſtical : Theſe } & 
Converts are fad to be added to the Church, | 
and have mutual external Fellowſhip, A&s 2. 
41. 42. Thus Pau! when converted aſſayed to | ;, 
joyn himſelf to the Diſciples, Adts g. 
A#s 17.4 26, And others conforted with 
Paul and $:las, and indeed *tis na- | 
tural for a Child of God to deſire, yea and 
delight 
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delight in the Society of the Saints ; thencg 
the Apoſtle mentions the Philip- | 
pians fellowſhip in the goſpel, from Phil. 1. 5. 
the firſt day until now mark it, it 
was early and permanent: A good Man 
knows not how to go to Heaven alone : They 
muſt go forth by the foor-ſeps of 
the flock, and are likea company of Song. 4. 8, 6. 
borſes in Pharaohs chariot : So ami- 
able,profitable and pleaſant is Chriſtian Society. 
4. Do you lay to Heart the ſcatterings of 
Chriſtians ? Zeph. 3. 18. 1 will gather them that 
are ſorrowful for the ſolemn Aſſembly who are of 
thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burthin: 
This ſcattering is-either by Perſecution or Dif. 
ſention, 1. If Enemies prevail and break up 
the Saints folemn meetings, God's poor Chil- 
dren lay it deeply to Heart; hence ſuch 1a- 
mentable ' complaints and expoſtulaticns of 
God's People, Plal. 143. 4. Lift up thy feet unto 
the perpetual deſolations even all that the enemy bath 
done wickedly in the ſanfuary, Ia. 64. 9.—12. 
This was one Ingredient of Fudab's Lamencati- 
on, that the ways of Zion mourn, and God's Peo. 
ple did mourn with her, Lam. 1. 4.—7. Such 
ſympathy ſpeaks kindly bowels, and moves 
God's Heart, and poſlibly in this World, they 
may be gathered however in the other, 11a 66. 
IC, Rejoyce ye with Feruſalem and be glad with 
ber, all ye that lowe ber, rejojce for joy with ber all 
ye that mourn for ber : Stons Friends thall partake 
of Sions Comforts ; 2&ty. Such as grieve for the 
L.vitcns 
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Diviſions of the Church within her felf, Judg; 
5-15, 16. For the diviſiens of Reuben, there were 
great thoughts of heart, great ſearchings of heart : 
' O the ſad Contenwons and Animoſities that 
have riſen up in the Church in all Ages, and 
the pious and peaceable Members thereof have 
been grievouſly afflicted therewith'! Sometimes 
upon Perſonal , ſometimes Do&trinal differen: 
ceſs have rent the Bowels'thereof, and rent'the 

Hearts of publick-uniting "Spirits, and «t 
have almolit defpaired of ſeeing an End of 
them in this World, cill they arrive in theplace 
where Lnther and Calvin are made perfe&X 
Friends, and all the Saintsfhall beof one Mind; 
Mourners for theſe onſet ſhall be perfe&tly 
cured and comforted, Ifa. 51. 11. Therefore the 
redeemed of the Lord ſhall return 'and come with 
ſinging unto Zion, and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon 
their head, they ſhall obtain glaaneſi and joy, anil 
ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee away. | 
5. Do you follow the Army of Martyrs in 
zaring your Crofs, and preparednelſsto ſuffer 
tor Chrili ? { bac fitur ad aſftra | This way have 
all the Saiats gone to Heaven, this is the eſtas 
bliſhed, enacted Law of Heaven : If any man] 
' will come after me let him deny himſelf, and takel- 

; up his croſs and follow me, Mat. 16. 

Aets 14.22. 24, We muſt through much tribuld- 
tion enter into the kingdom of God 
Heaven is taken by Storm, and the gracious 
Soul is refolved ro go through Storms: For 
Perſzcution and [ Evargelis genius ] the com- 
mon 
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mon conſtant Lot of all the Saints: 

All that will live godly in Chriſt Fe- 2 Tim. 3; 12, 
ſus ſhall ſoffer perſecution : Yea, but 

the Chriſtian is not appaled with nor aſhamed 
of the Croſs of Chriſt ; nay, he takes pleaſure in 
infirmities, m reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecu- 
tions, in diftreſſes for Chriſt's ſake, 2 Cor. 12. 10, 
Nay, he glories in the Croſs, and 

in the marks of the Lord Jeſus, as Gat. 6: 14- 17. 
much as an Otd Soldier in his 

Wounds received-in the Wars: As the poor 
Woman in the Book of , Martyrs thought it 2 
piece of Honour and Happineſs, that her Foot 
was iput in the ſame Hole of the Stocks where- 
in Mr. PbiIpor*'s had been'before. So the Chri- 
ſtian rejoyceth to follow that bleſſed Army of 
Martyrs -to -Heaven, not meerly. by an Apilh 
Imication from a good Conceit 

they have of chem , | but having 2 Cor. 4+ 13+ 
the ſame fpirit of Faith, they make 

their Protefiion, and endure Oppoſition ; what- 
ever it coſt, onwards he wil), though he die in 
the Conflict ; he fees a Crown attending him, 
| and-ſo gathers ftrength by every bout, yea, by 
#1 Very foil. as it was ſaid of Rome, [ Roma cla: 
| dibus animeſior, ] that every Batte], yea, every 
;| ſlaughter of Men made her more couragious, 
So ic is with the confliting Sou), 


i} none of theſe things move him , 4#s 20. 24. | 
| that ſtartle others, but animate by 
cf him with more Courage in his Chriſtian War- | 
| fare and Voyage through this boiſterous Sea to 
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the Haven of Reſt: Is it thus with you? 

6. Do you daily make Proficiency in Grace ? 
Are you marching on in your Chriſtian courſe, 
adding daily ſome Cubits to your Spiritual 
{tature ? There's no ſtanding ſtill in Heaven's 


| Road, |. non progredi eft regredi, | not to go for- 


ward, is to go backward. Paul faith, 1 pref 
toward the mark for the Prize of the high Calling 
of God in Chriſt Feſws, Phil. 3. 14. 

Ver. 11. Nothing would ſerve him on this 
ſide Perſection : He longs after 

that pitch of Grace he fhall attain to in the 
Reſurre&tion. The ſincere Chriſtian, grows 
brighter and better, as the ſhining 

Prov. 4.18, Light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfef} day. Where there 

15 Truth, there will be Growth. Grace is like 
a Grain of Muſtard-Seed ;. the Chriſtian never 
| thinks he hath grown enough, he 

2 Cor. 7.1. is (till perfetiing Holineſs in the fear 
of God, getting Ground daily of 


the Body of Death. This is their Duty, this. 


15 their Property, this is what the Apoſile ear« 
neſtly prays for, x Theſſ. 3.12, 13. And the Lord 
make you to increaſe and abound in love one towards 
another, and towards all men, &c. 1 would faith 
| the Saint, be holier than the ho- 

Eph 3.8. 4 lieſt Saint on Earth, but judge my 
ſelf leffer than the leaſt of all 

Saints, O that I were perteaAly free from Sin! 
O that my Bioſloms of Grace were ripe Fruit ! 
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6. 
O that I could increaſe with the 
increaſe of God ! Lec my Faith ol. >. 19. . 
grow exceedingly to full afſy- 2 7ief.1. 13, 
Trance; let my Love grow to de- 

light in God; my. Repentance be mnre Evan- 
gelical, my Hope more fixed, my Fear more 
filial,, my Obedience more univerſal, and all 
my Graces more lively, and my. whole Man 
more conformable to Chriſt, the perfe&t Pat- 
tern of Holineſs. Oh that I could 


_ go from ſtrength to ſtrength, till in Pſal. 84. 7, 


Zion I appear before God. 

7. What bleſſed Inſtin& inclines you Hea- 
ven-wards? Heavy things move downwards, 
light things upwards; every thing moves to- 
wards its Center. The Church 
is compared to pillars of Smoak, Cant. 3.6. 
ſtill mounting towards its proper 
Element. So the Chriſtian is 7%" 3+ 3 
[ &roley wworuir®- | born from above, 
and naturally inclines to things above. Grace 
reſembles God, it widens the Soul's Faculties , 
and makes it altogether unſatisfied wich Subluna- 
ries: Even'an Heathen Seneca could ſay, [ ma- 


for ſum & ad majora natws, | | am born to 


higher things than to cheſe Trifles ; my thoughts 
are carried quite above viſible Objeats, Mortal 
things cannot fill an Immortal. Soul, eſpecially 
touch'd with a Coal trom the Altar, and 


Taiſeth ſparks upwards to the Fountain of Lighc 


and Love. Our Lord gives this as a certain 
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> for this or for another World: Mat. 6. 21. Where 
your treaſure s, there will your heart be alſo. The be, 
workings of the Heart are an infallible demon-F Ear 
ſtration of a Chriſtian's ſtate. Is the rationalgIfram 
habi:ual motion, and rendeticy of your HeartsJ tion 
God- wards, Heaven-wards ? Have you a ftreng,fterr: 
impetnous motion and bent of Soul to things] gou! 
above ? Are you beſt pleaſed when your Hearts] hand 
are in a frame for God? Do you take it ill ,{ the 
and reſent that with ſome regret and indigna-J ,ygy 
ticn that obſ{trufts your Soul's motion ? Haved 1,4 
you a ſtrong impulſe, Heaven-wards , by. the 
reſi]:{s motion of Deſire, and by the acqui- 
eſcing afle&ion of Delight 2 Never 1o well as 
when you are converſant about Heavenly Ob- 
jects. Ic's alſo the bleſſed Apoſtle's CharaQter 
of a Saint, Col. 3.7. If you then be riſen with 
Chrift, ſeek thoſe things which are above. There, 
there is a Chriitian's Life, his Love, - and De- 
light; thither he is mounting as 
Iſaial) 40» on Eagles Wings, and is never 
ſatisficd till. he be ſwallowed up}, 
'1n the Divine Embraces : He is glad of, Com- 
munion of Saints below, more glad of Com- 
munion with God in his Ordinances, bur fill 
moſt reſtleſs till he be wrapt up in the full En- 
joymerr of God above. For our Lord hath 
laid ki, /urc 17. 37. Whereſoever the body us, thi- 
ther wul the Eavlcs be gathered together. Theg 
Saints are unii<d to Chiilt by Faith, as Meme 
bers to the tZead, and have an innate Propen- 
fity co him, and cagnut be fatizfied w_—_ 
a full 
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a full Enjoyment of him, and that will never 
be, till the Soul get above this droſly, reeling 
Earth into the Regions above. Is this your 
irame? Are theſe your aims? Are your mo- 
tions Heaven-wards, though, alas, too often in- 
{terrupted, to the grief of your hearts? Your 
Souls are now eſpouſed to Chriſt your Huſ- 
SI band,. and you earneſtly long for 
the compleat Nuptials, That you 2 Cor. 11. 2. 
may be preſented to your Heavenly 
Hmband as chaſt Virgins. 
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* Angels of Go over one ſinner that repenteth. Glad 


CHAP XxX 


A Perſwaſion to.all to ſeek after this bleſſed 
Gathering at laſt. 


2. To Saints. 

1. To Sinners: 'A word or two to thoſe 
Souls that are yet in the gall of bit- 

Aﬀts 8.23.  terneſs, and bonds of iniquity ;, tyed 
2 Tim, 2.2, with Chains to the Prince of 
Darkneſs, led captive by bim at bu 

pleaſure. Suffer your ſelves to be gathered un-; 
to Chriſt ; what would poor Miniſters give that 
they might prevail with you ?2 How doth our: 
Lord ſpread his Arms to embrace you 2? Aﬀer 
a'l your wandrings, 'and Extravagancies, the 
Father of the Prodigal would run towards the 
returning Prodigal, fall on your Neck, kifs 
you, and make you kindly welcom ; and 
Godly Chriſtians would not envy your Enter- 
tainment, but delight in your Society, as not 
diminiſhing but increaſing their 

Luke 15.7-10, Felicity. There # joy in Heaven 
over one ſroner that repenteth, faith 

our Lord, yea, there's joy in the preſence of the 


4 2 hav of Exhortation : 1. To Sinners, 


are 


— 
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are the Saints of ſuch Conforts, glad are the 
Holy Angels of ſuch Babes to attend upon ; 
glad would poor Miniſters be if your Souls 
were ſavingly converted and gathered to Chriſt : 
But if you till ſtand out, you have neither 


' part nor lot in this matter, but muſt be Ex- 


ies, baniſh'd and puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
ftruttion from the preſence of the Lord, and the 
glory of hus power, 2 Thell. 1. 7, 8, 9. As meagly 
as you think of God's Children now, it will 
be a doleful parting from them in the great 
Day : Now be wile for your precious Souls. 

7, Yet there's a poflibility that you may be 
converted and ſaved ; Now # the 
accepted time, now u« the day of 2 Cor. 6. 2. 
Salvation ;,.to Morrow it may be . 
paſt, and never return again. You are yet 
alive, many are paſt hope, paſt help, thou- 
ſands are dead and damned ſince you deſerved 
to be in Hell, you are yet Monuments of 
Mercy. 

. 2. The Spirit is yet ſtriving with you, poor 
Miniſters are ſtudying for you, pouring out 
their Souls to God for you, longing after you, 
crying out, Why will you die? Why will you 
refuſe this bleſſed Call. of God? Be it. known 
to you, God wil! not always be 


affronted, Hs /firit ſhall not al- ©*n- 6. 3. 


ways ſtrive. 

3. If ever your Souls be converted and fa- 
ved, your ſz]ves muſt be Inſtruments . as well 
as God is the Efficient cauſe thereof ; for God 

G 3 works 
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works Morally, fo as to preſerve Men's nature. 


Agent. 
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and the principles thereof; if ever you repent 
the Work is your's, though the power to work 
is from God, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

Baxter”s | omne opus humanum eſt virium 
_ pwn ſtrarum ops & wires nulle ſunt nd 
= s 748" bisniſt @ deo libere donate | faith': 
great Divine: The Duty is our's 


the Grace is his: God is the efficient, Man the 


4. Your work is then to fall down on yc 
Knees, and beg, of God a Spirit ſuited to the 
Grace of God, and fitted for this day of ga 
thering ; Lord,, I am now going to hear th 

Word, oh come with power fromf 

4s 16.14 on high , open my Heart as thou 
didſt the Heart of Lydia: Melt 

my Heart like wax , then ſet th 
2 Cor. IO. 5. ſtamp upon MC; Caſt down m 
vain imaginations —and bring inte 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrift 
Square my Soul to be a Temple of the hol 
Ghoſt : Pur ſpiritual Life into m 
r Pet.2.5. Soul, andlet me beone of thoſe 
lively Stones , buile up a ſpiritua 
Houſe with the reſt of thy 


Song 5. 4+ Saints : Put thy Hand in by the 


bole of the door of my heart, 
make my bowels move towards thee: Let the 
power of thy Grace be ſuch an hidden, pre 
vailing , uncontroulable Efficacy as may win 
my ocul ro thee: All I can do is nothing on 
C1 


J leſs the Spirit prevail : If thou wilt work who 
"can let it ? IF thou work not,all I do is in vain 


O Lord lec me not periſh with the reſt of the 
Infidel World, gather not my ſoul 

with ſinners, nor my life with bloody Pal. 25, g, 
men, but in the midſt of thy congre- 2: 

gation let me bleſs the Lord. 

2, But the parties I have to deal with, more 
direly are Chriſtians, real Saints, who are ga- 
thered. to Chriſt , and. hope to be gathered co 
him at laſt with the reſt of God's People ; ſuch 
as theſe I will give theſe few Inſtrucions to, 
and all Profeſſors : 

1, BeSincere: Be really what you ſeem to be 


by Profeſſion : It will be a dreadful diſappoinc- 


ment to pals for Saints, and be found among 
them, and not be of them ; for its ſaid , Rom, 
9. 6. They are net all Urael, wbich are of Iſrael, 
4. e, they are not of' the ſame Spirit thar are of 
the ſtock of I17ael, ſome Goats may be {ound a- 
mong the Sheep till the ſeparating day : Some 
may bave a name to live and be © 

dead : All's not Gold that gliſters, Rev. 3-1. 
ſhining Lamps, and Oil in the 


. Veſſels,are different things : It wi!l be a dread. 


ful thing when the Maſter of the Feaſt comes 
to view his Gueſts, and finds one not having 
on a wedding Garment, and thus Expoltulates 


**with him, Friend, bow cameſ# thou in bither not 


baving a wedding garment | Alas he was ſpeech- 
leſs and calt intoutter darkneſs: Oh what weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth ! Mac. 22, 11, 12, 13. 
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O take heed of a ſhew and ſemblance of R 
ligion: Tremble leaſt when you 'are weighed 
you be found wanting, leaſt your 
Rev. 3. : Works be not perfe& before God, 
{ manga | filled up with the 
neceſſary Eſſentials that conſtitute a Chriſtian, 
Sirs, a day is comming when your inſide will be) 
turned out, to the opzn view of all : —_— 
God will bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
neſs ond make manifeſt the councels of the heart, 
1 Cor. 4. 5. See then that your 
P/al. 119. 80. Hearts be ſound in God's Statutes 


that you may not be aſhamed : Be'} 


Phil.s.10. fincere and then you will be with- 
out offence till the day of Chriſt : Be .| 
vpright in Heart and downright in Life ; Keep 
 _ Confcience void of Offence ; Walk with God, | 
- aad you ſhall reſt with God, Y 
2, Gather your ſelves cogether in folemn Ex- ' 
erciſes of Religion : Eſpecially in caſes of pub- ' 
lick Calamity and common Danger, fſo- God 
calls to Iſrael, Zeph. 2. 1, 2. Gatber your ſelves | 
rogether, yea gather your ſelves together , O nation 
wor deſired, before the decree bring forth: Be una- ' 
nimous and harmonious in Faſting and Pray» 
ing : How often doth God call 


feel. 1.14. his Pepple of Old, to ſan#ify a 

ch. 2. 16. faf#t, call a ſolemn Aſſembly, gather 
the Elders, —there's great reaſon © 

for it, all have ſinned , all muſt be humbled , 


all are concerned ; Perſons may be helpful one 
to 
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to atiother, @ threefold cord is not 


 eafily broken God ſometimes ex- Eccl.4.9,-12, 


pects unanimous Votes, which 

make a great ſound in his Ears: Let Chriſti- 
ans do as the Children of Jae! and Fwdah, go 
together ro. God weeping and ſerking the Lord 
their God, covenanting with God, as in Fer. 50. 
4, 5- Yea inordinary Duties of Prayer, Cag- 
erence, Reading ; kt them ſtrengthen one a- 
nothers Hands in God : Prowoke 

each other to love and to good works: Heb. 10. 24. 
Sing God's praiſes together : Oh 


what an Emblem of - Heaven is this Commus 


nion of Saints! Many live ſticks make a 
great blaze :; Grapes put together ripen one a- 
nother : Is Communion of Saints good in 
Heaven, and is it not good here ? Are not 
ſome Chriſtians ignorant and want informing ? 
Are not ſome dead and want quickening * Hard 
and want ſoftening? Wandring and want re- 
ducing ? Are notſome ſtaggering and want ſet- 
ling ? Are not ſome weak, and 
ſhould not we life up the hand: that 
bang down , and' the feeble knees ? 
Get together here as yow hope tocome together 
hereafter. | 

3- Agree lovingly : Let not Chriſtians fall 
out by the way, that hope to meet in the End : 
Away with diſcords and diviſions, if any occa- 
ſions of Difference fall out ( as its likely there 


Heb. 12.12. 


will ) reſt not till you ſeek and obtain Recon- 


ciliation : If thou have any thing againſt thy 
Brother , be thou faithful in admoniſhing if 8 
c 


" I 
l S 24 _ 


. 
. 


* be his Fault, to bring him to Repentance, keep 
not Malice burning in thy Heart ; avenge not 


your ſelves, expreſs brotherly kindneſs to him} 


Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good, (tudy Rom. 12. 18, —21. If thou remember 
that thy brother hath ought ag ginſe: thee leawe thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way,firſt be reconci- 
led to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift, 
- Mar, 5. 23, 24. God will rather carry for his 
due then thou ſhould'lt negle&t thy Duty; if 
thou be-conſcious to thy felt that he hath juſt 
reaſon to be offended with thee , humble thy 
ſelf, confels thy Fault to God and Him, if thou 
be conſcious that thou haſt done him wrong, 
20 to kim and know the reaſon of his Strange- 


neſs to.thee, and endeavour to pacify him, but; 


do not fall out with any Brother , but live in 
peace, that the God of lowe aritl peace 
2 Cor. 13. 11. - may be with you: Oh take heedof 
Quarrels and Animoſities ; ſtudy 
the Wiſdom which is 4fom above, 
James 3.17. that's firſt pare,*then peaceable, gen- 


tle , eaſy ro be intreated ;, you mult : 


agree in the End, now lovingly Agree, for 
ihame of the World, for the credit of Religi- 
on , for your own Comfort live peaceably ; cut 
not alunder the Veins and Sinews of the Myſti- 


cal Body of Chriſt ſtudy x Cor.1.10.Pbl. 2.1, 2. : 


4. Travel over Sinners for their Converſion : 


Do your utmoſt, endeavour to bring in SoulFto | 
God, that there may be more at that great Day 


to be gathered together to Chriſt ; This is your 
preſent 


a we 6 Aa XA ALMA AAS. 


preſent Duty, this will be your future Com 
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This is Minifters proper Work, and every 
Chriſtians Concern : I have heard of a private 
Chriſtian that uſed to follow Perſons to their 
Shops, Plows, and diſceurſed with them about 
Soul-affairs, and thereby was an inſtrument to 
convert forty Souls to Chriſt : O what an ho- 
nour would this be,doubtleſs private Chriſtians 
if Wiſe, Serious, and Zealous, might do much 
good this way, and yet keep their Places, Jude 
22. 23. Of ſome have compaſſion, making a differ- 
ence, others ſave with fear, putting them qut of the 
fire : Alas Sirs, how can you find in your 
Hearts to fee Relation or any milerable Sin- 
ner dropping into the Fire of Hell, and not 
ſpeak one Word to ſtop them ? O dreadful 
cruelty! Are you not ſome way acceſlary to 
that Man's death that's a going to cut his own 
Throat, and you neglect tolay hands on him ? 
Conſider this, and be not Mercilels to Souls : 
Adviſe, admoniſh, rebuke, intreat thenr for 
Chriſt's ſake, for their Souls ſake to pity them- 
ſelves,and not leap into the Pit of Deſtruction; 
who knows what good you may do, if you bz 
but inſtrumental ro convert one poor Sinner 
om the errour of his way, you ſave a ſoul frem 
death, and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins,” Jam. x. 
20. And oh what joy on both ſides will there 
be at your next meeting before the Throne ! 
5. Moderately lament and profitably improve 
dead Chriſtian Friends : They are gathered to 
Chriſt and the reft of their Brethren : They 
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| are ſafely laid up ont.of datiger, they would 
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comfort : Thoſe that die in the Lord are nor! 
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be loxth to be back again in this ſinful forrow 
ful World : You may lawfully lament your loſs, 


' but envy nat your Friends gain : Sorrow not e- 
_wven as others which have no hope, x Thel. 4. 13, 


As if they were loſt, or as if you ſhould never 


meet again, for the dead in Chriſt and furviversÞ 


ſhall be ever with the Lord, 15, x7. it is but a 
ſhore abſence,there.ſhall be a joytul meeting : A 
little receſs, ſhall be attended with an everlaſting 
coftverſe : David would not mourn for his dead 

Child, for ſaith he, I ſha goto bim 
2 Sam.12.23. but he ſhall not return to me, but he 
ch. 18.33 lamented fore for AbJolow whom 

he was never to fee again with: 


Joſt but laid up : Their Bodies {lesp in Jeſus, ! 
and, their Souls reſt in the boſom of their dear. 
| Lo:d : They are with him in Pas ! 


» 


Luke 23, 28, radile and ſay 5 weep not for us bat 
43+ weep for your ſelves : Imitate our ! 
Example , worſhip the ſame God 


as we do, live at the rate of Heaven; let your! 


Aﬀections be with ours, .hold Communion' 
with us; This I have treated of in my Book: 
of Heavenly Converſe. | 

6. Make ready to follow theſe crowned 
Saints: They are got above, we are below, 
they pray for the filling up of their Number, 
let us pray that we may be made meet to be par- 
takers of the inhyritances of the Saints in light, 
Col. 1. 12, The Language of Jeſus Chriſt _ 
al 


' 7» 8; 9. [ wweouent |Righteouſneſſes both inhe- - 


| your Souls ſhall be gathered among them, with 


all the Saints ) is, be ye therefore « 
ready alſo; Be drefling your ſelves Zke 12. 40, b 
for that Marriage-day : Bleſſed are _— 
they that are called ts the marriage ſupper of the L 
Lamb, and have put on their fine linnen, clean and 
white, which is the Figs of Saints, Rev. 19. 


rent- and imputed : Both are neceſlary for their 
ſeveral .Ends and Uſes: Whether this refer to 
the Day. of Antichriſt's fall or at the REſurreRti- 
on, its true in. both.: There's great and. good. 
things which God hath prepared for 

them that love him, freedom from 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
Sin, Sorrows, perfectionof Peace 

and. Joy, immediate Communion with God , 
fulneſs of Grace and eternal Happinels : Where- 
fore, beloved ſceing that you look for ſuch things, be 
diligent that ye may, be found of him in peace with- 
out: ſhot and blameleſs, 2 Pet. 3.14. Waiching, 
wariing, wreſtling , working, well-doing , 
waiting. till your change. come, 

with your Loins girt, your Lamps 

light, burning and ſhining with © 12. 35, 
Splendour, and you your. ſelves like * 3% 

unto. men that wait for your Lord. 


7. Be longing for that bleſſed Day , when 


our bleſſed Lord ; Paul faith, be 

defined to depart and be with Phil, 1. 24. 
Chriſft., which 3 far bitter :. Its 

good to be with Saints here , burits far better, 
infinitely better to be with them in Heaven, 
where 


» *- where the- King makes the Court, and the 
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Courtiers are all crowned Kings: Is there not 


| 
{ 
great reaſon the Saints ſhould cry out with Mo- JF 
mica, "Auſtin's Mother | quid hic facio? ] What} : 
do I here? Or with Calvin | uſque quo Domine? ] } 1 
How long Lord ? Oh when ſhall my poor im» } t 
 Priſoned Soul be ſet at liberty from this body of | 1 
clay and this body of death 2 When ſhall FJ t 
mount up abovethe Stars, into thoſe Cweleftial } 1 
Regions ? Oh the groanings of my Soul under } u 
this body of death and diſtance from God: } n 
Yeal proan earneſtly deſiring to be | % 
2 Cor. 5. 1,2, clothed upon with an houſe which « | t 
3: from heaven: When will my dear 4 fi 
Lord break down theſe clay-walls, F 11 
and break this cages and let this Soul fly up in- Þ fc 
to the Heavens, where it ſhall be perteted? Þ p 
How long ſhall I dwell in Meſhech, . | tt 
Pſalm 120. 5. and ſojourn in the tents of Kedar : Þ | at 
| am weary of Sin, and diſtance J CO 
from my dear Lord, moſt of my godly Friends 
are gone, when {hall I follow after? hy i bis | 
chariot ſo long in coming, why tar- | et 
Fude 5.18, ry the wheels of his Chariots : Make © 
haſt my beloved and be thou like to @ 
Rom. 6.27. , roe,or to @ young bart upon the mouns« 
tains of ſpices : Why doth my Soul 
thus linger and lagg behind my old Compani- 
ons ? Such and fuch are gone with whom [I 
took {weet councel in familiar Conference a- 
' bout the - things of God, and our heavenly 
Country ; many with whom I have pray'd and: 
praiſed 
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the.Lord's Table ; now they care drinking this 
Wine new in my Father's Kingdom, and why 
am Ileft thus far behind, worſhipping afar off ? 
Lord come thou down- to me or take me up to 
thee, reach out thy hand pluck me out of this 
low Dungeon , and ſet me where 

thou haſt promiſed, ſuch as have 242. 19. 25. 
followed thee in the Regeneration, 

upon Thrones, yea thou haſt pro- 

miſedsthat ſuch as overcome ſhall ſit Rev. 3. 21. 
with thee in thy throne : The pre- 


| ferment is too high for ſuch a worthleſs worm, 


ſuch a dirty villain as I am, but thy promiſe is 
ſure to be performed ::I depend upon it, Ilong 
for ſuch a day ; ſome, yea chouſands have taken 
poſſeflion ; I am one of thy redeemed ones , 
thou haſt given me the earneſt of thy Spirit , 
and ſome foretaſts and perelibations of Glory : 
Oh for a full harveſt ! I reach out my arms to- 
wards thee, and hope at laſt to' injoy thee zhe 


| ſpirit and the bride ſay come, and 


- | {et him that heareth ſay come, he Reva2.17,:0, 


} which reſtifieth theſe things ſaith ſure- 


4 11 1 come quickly, my ſoul eccho's Amen, even ſo 


come Lord Feſus. 
1 


'praiſed God, with whom have ſitten Jown a 4 


thering together. 


worth obſerving, that Plato brings in Secrate's 


CHAP. X|[. 


Encouragement to God's Children from 
the Saints gathering together in ſum 
dry Caſes. | 


F. HE laſt ule is of Confolation., os 
Incouragement to the People 
God , that there ſhall be ſuch a bleſſed gas 
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x. That che Saints. of God that have lived 
in all Ages, ſhall then meet and know and ins! 
joy each other with mutual Content. "Tis 


comforting himſelf with the hopes. that upon 
his Removal hence , he ſhould be wich O-phems[ 
and Muſey's, with FHt/rod and: Homer : Yea, he 
ſhould greatly be pleaſed with. the Society ol 
Palamedes and Ajax: But oh how much 
content ſhill tranſlated Saints take in the Socie-p 
ty of thoſe Caleſtial Inhabitants, of whom 
they have,ſo often read , and heard of with. des 
tighe, when they ſhall ſay, there ſtands holy Z- 
noch that walkt with God , - and was tranflated 
Body and Soul to Heaven : There ſtands Noah 
that juſt and perfe& Man, the Father and] Pi 
Founder of a New World: There ſtands 4-} hc 
brabam the Father of the Faithful, and —_ C 
0 
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F of God: There ſtands juſt Lo, wreſtling Ja 
cob : The beloved Foſeph more glorious now  @ * 
then in Pharaoh's Court : There ſtands meek 
Moſes the Fews Lawgiver, once Kiog in Feſhu- 
run, that convericd with God face to tacs : 
There ſtands Aaron the Saint of God far more 
glorious now then in his prieſtly Garments in 
the Holy of Holies: There appears holy Lor, 
patient Fob, zealous Feſiab, David the Man at- 
ter God's own Heart : Behold a troop comes 
ory} up of Old and New Teſtament Saints, all the 
dis Prophets, Apoſtles, Miniſters, Martyrs, Con- 
as feſſours, and Saints in all: Ages; which will re- 
preſent a ſplendid ſhew, next to the infinite 
dj} God, and our glorious Redeemer : 
ne} If Auguſtin judged it a brave Reman in flo- 
is] ſight, and worth wiſhing for ro '* Loc a - 
854 fee Rome Flourilking , hear P-g/ A exee'3 
0 Preaching ,- and behold Chrilt in 
- 
he 
ol 
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\ the Fleſh, much more will it he a raviſhing 
Gghe to behold our glorifyed Redeemer ſur- 
rounded with myriads of bleſizd Souls : This 
will be a deleable ſight. 

'-* 2. Saints that have injoyed ſweet Communi- 
on together in this World , fhall injoy ſweeter | 
and perpetual Communion above ; they that *. 
have kept day's of Faſting and Prayer, day's | 
of Thankſgiving and Conterence, that have 
ſitten under the ſame Preaching, have ſung 
Pſalms together, have fat down together at the 
holy Supper, and tealted 'upon the Fruits of 
Chrilt's meritorious Sacrifice , ſhall now drink 

H this 


ther then others to be Objects of this tranſcen- 


( 109" JF TR 
this Wine new with him, in his Fathers King- 
dom : Oh what communication of Experien- 
ces, of wh:t they met with- in their Paſſage 
through this Wilderneſs into their Cceleſtial Ca- Þ 
»aan : How will they eccho to' each other and 

fay, We ſat down under his ſhadow 
Song 2. 3. with preat delight, and bu fruit was. 
feet to my taſt: It was [weetthen; 
it is ſweeter now : O the peculiar As of dis 
{tinguiſhing Grace! Why did God chule us ra- 
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dent Love! We were fed with Manna in the} 

Wilderneſs, now we are come into the Land of 
Promiſe, we have royal dainties, and drink as tl 
bundantly of theſe Rivers of Pleaſures; and} © 
bath our Souls in this boundleſs Sea of fatisfy.Þ Þ 
ing Delights; then they will ſing with a low-J © 
der Eccho then ever, Come, and hear all ye} C 
that fear God, and I will decli l 
Plalm 65. 16, what he bath dine for my Soul: J 
I was with my dear Lord in ſuch} * 

a corner, now I declare his Goodnels in the 

height ot Z10n. | f 
3. Sain's that parted Jorrowfully with theicy * 
Relations by Death, now meet them again to} © 
part no more. Death drew a Cloud -over our} ' 
| 
| 
| 
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Natural and Chriftian Friends ; They diſap- 
peared, and we ſaw them again no more ; but 
now we ar2 met apain in a better place than 
19 our Houſes, or Temples made with hands. 
We once took mutuai content in each other , | 


but that was but a ſhadow, a faint My 6 
| 0 
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1 of that we now enjoy ; the Huſ: 


band and Wite ere heirs fogetber I Pet.'3. 7. 
of the grace of life, now they are 

Poſleſſors together of the fulneſs of that Grace 
in Glory. We prayed, wept, diſcourſed to- 
gether : We loved each other in the Fleſh, buc 
now our ſpark is become a flame ; we love one 
another at another rate. The Godly Child 
will ſay, This is my tender-hearted Mother , 


. my prudent, pious Father, that ſhed many a 


Tear for me. The Parent ſhall fay, This my 


| Child coſt me many times a ſad heart, many 


2 bitter groan, he is the Son of my Vows; 
then the Child of my Hopes, now the Child 
of my Joys; his miſcarriages coſt me dear , 
his happineſs raiſeth my Spirits ; he cauſed me 
to make many an Errand to the Throne of 
Grace, he now raiſeth my Spirit into an Ex- 
taſie of Joy : My Prayers are fully heard, my 
Joy is fulfilled in the Enjoyment of God with 
my dear Relations. 

4. Souls fully refined from the dregs of Pal- 
fion and Corruption, ſhall then without ſuch 
allays injoy each other : Alas, we cannot dil- 


' courſe together here, but ſome piere of Vanity 


interpoſeth it ſelf : Our diſcourſes are oft im- 
pertinent, ſometimes unſavory, ſometimes giv- 
ing and ofcen taking offence : Alas , what dif- 
cords, diſtances, diſlentions are there among 
Chriſtians : Even Paul and Barnabas may part 
in a pet: Alas, what Arimoſities and Heart- 


burnings are to be found here in this lower 
| H 2 World 
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World even among the Saints ! That we may! 
fadly ſigh and lay | rant ene animis celeſtibus ire ]' 
how comes it to pals that ſuch hellith ſulphu-! 
rous Flames thould riſe out of heavenly Hearts! 
Pat now thoſe Flames are quenched, now they] 9 
all unite in an harmonious Melody, ſinging the} © 
Song of Mes, and of the Lamb , now they] a 
| | are perfr& , of good comfort, of one} 
2 Cor. 13. 11, mind, they live in peace, and the God 1 
| of lowe and peace w. with them, and 
they are with God ; They ſhall never quarrel} V 
p more. O the d: lectat le Melody of this Palm-Y 
: bearing Company : Far beyond the Muſick of $ %» 
the Sphears : Not one jarring {tring in all that} #: 
blefſed Conſort: They have left behind themJ #1 
all their cudpgils at the entranceof this Temple} tl 
of Peace : Their Hearts are centred in God, «1 
an] cheir [oins ate ftreight with each nw tl 
Luthir and Calvin are there perteRly agreed, | C 
never to conend more. h 
T S110ts ſail be peri fealy drained from the | Þ 

Q _ pers vitn vie Der lons in this dirty World: p: 
Here the godly ard wicked are mixed : Ir is v 
h 
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Im 2 Able © © forhear {ome civil Converle wirh 
Carnal . Ne!gtvours, for then muſt 
1 Cor. 5. 10, - We needs £0 out of the world :8Even” 
notorious Elaſphe MErs, Ldolaters, 
C.ovetons, tat Iict and vex the Hearts of the 
pod!y : Pye in Heaven th eres none fuch : No 
unclean thing enters there: The godly Scul 1 
thall never be vexed wich unruly Company ? 
mo; There is 2 day when the Saints and bo 
uct 
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but Saints ſhall be gathered together : There 


ſhall be wo more the Canaanite ( or 
Hypocrite ) in the bouſe of the Lerd mecha. 14.21, 
of hoſts : Nat a prophane Eſau, 
or a- ſcoffing Ihmael in that houthold of God, 
among all choſe innumerable Saints: Theſe 


.have lefe the mad World on Earth inning, cr 


in Hell ſuffering for ever. 

6. Godly Miniſters and their gracioms Cor- 
verts ſhall meet together with Joy : Oh whac 
reciprocal Joy, and tranſcendent Satisfation 
will they take in each other, hen 
both be that ſoweth and he that reap- Fihn 4. 36. 


eth ſhall rejoyce together : O faith 


the glorified Saint, yonder is my ſpiritual Fa- 
ther, under whoſe Miniſtry I have fate with 
trembling many a time , by aſtoniſhing Convi- 


&ions upon my Conſcience , when the Law © 


hath thundred wrath againſt me : The ſame 
hand hath cloſed the wound and applyed a 
plaiſter of a Goſpel-promiſe ro my bleeding 
Soul : Many melting, heart-fcearching Truths, 
have theſe Ears heard from that Mouth, that 
have come warm to my Heart : Bleſſed be 
God that ever I ſaw his Face or heard his 
Voice : The Miniſter ſhall be furprized with 


' a tranſport of Joy when he ſhall ſce his ſpiritual 


Children , begot in the bonds of the Goſpel, 
over whom he hath wept many a Tear, tra- 
velled with Cares and Fears, and for whom 
he hath put up many affe&ionare Prayers: Now 
he ſhall ſee, and ſay his Labour was not in 
H 3 yain 
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vain in the Lord; I muſt ſay of theſe, what # 
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoycing ? are not © 
even ye in the preſence of our Lord Feſus Chriſt at | 


bi coming ; for ye are our glory and joy, x Theſl. 
2. 19, 20. 

7. Chriitians that have been ſcattered by 
Perſecution , ſhall now quietly,meet and part 
no more: How will they with comfort refle& 


on the]. folemn Aſſemblies ſorrowfully broken 
up by Officers and unruly Bailiffs, their Names F 


taken, their Perſons dragg'd before Magiſtrates, 
their Houſes rifled, and themſelves hurried to 
Prifon ; now thole days are over and gone, no 
danger of Conventicles or unlawful Afem- 
"blies in that upper Region, they ſhall wor- 
ſhip God on an Hill, in the Mountain of the 


height of rae]: They ſhall no more be proſe-] * 
., cuted by Murthering or ſcattering Ads, they | 


{hall now be. out of date, they ſhall no more 
hear the Voice of the Oppreſſour, there have 
been many ſuch days as thoſe in the Apoſtles 

times, great perſecutions againſt 
Aﬀts 8. 1. the Church, that they were all ſcat- 


th. 


tered abroad through forreign Regi- 


ons : But now the ſtorms are blown over , the 
clouds ſcattered, and the glorified Saints ſhall | 


never be broken up or diſtuibed by the Sens of 
Violence any more : They ſhall recount thoſe 
by paſt troubles with Songs of Praiſe. 


8. The Saints of God that have been confi . 


ned to Priſons, ſhall be ſet at liberty and in- 
joy ſweet content together: The.Lord made 
their yery Priſons ſweet by mutual Communi- 
on 
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on, but Heaven will be ſweeter: The impriſo- 


ned Bird never ſings fo ſweetly in the Cape as 
at liberty: O bleſſed inlargement ! Now they 
are delivered ( with the reſt of the Creation ) 
into the glorious liberty of the chil- | 
dren of God: They walk abroad at 
liberty at another rate then ever ; 
How ſhall they with joy and tri- 
umph recount their wandring a- 


Rom, 8. 21. 


Heb. 11. 37, 
8, 


Dens and Caves of the Earth : 


Sometimes thruſt into dark and dirty Dungeons 


with Felons and MalefaQors, yea condemned, 
tortured, executed, but now they have obtain- 
ed a better Reſurretion : O happy delive- 
rance! Theſe ſhall have-their proper Manſions 


. in their Fathers Houſe, and the Caleſtial Pal- 


lace will reſound ſweet Eccho's of their trium- 
phant Praiſes , they ſhall not now 

with Pan! and Silas ſing in the As 16. 24, 
"Stocks, but above where they ſhall 25. 

be advanced together. 

9. The Saints that have providentially par- 
ted one from another upon any occaſion, ſhall 
meet again and part no more: When Paul was 
to be bound at Feruſalem, and the Diſciples un- 
derſtood it, they took on heavily, Paul laid, 
what mean ye to weep and to break 
my heart ? Their weeping breaks 
his Heart : But eſpecially faiththe 
Text, they forrowel molt of all, 
for the words that he ſpake,that they 


ASS 20 ito. 
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Atts 20. 38. 
ſhould 
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F”” Trould ſee his face no 


more : And this is the Caſe ? 
of many Chriſtian-friends , but the relief is, 
they ſhall fee each others Faces again, and 
. their Faces will ſhine as the Sun, and their 
Contentment ſhall be exceeding the bounds of 
any Capacity in this lower World ; They par- 
red bat for a Seaſon, -that they 
Philemon. 15. {hould receive each other for ever, 
when the gracious God hath 
received them into everlaſting  Habitati- 
ONS. | 
10: The Saints that divided and could not 
agree to walk together in one Church upon 
Eaith, {hall be perte&ly reconciled above , 
and then ſhall mutually embrace each other : 
They fhall all ſpeak the ſame thing, and never 
have the leaſt refleing Speech or Thought 
2g4inft each other :. Poſlibly in this World the 
Coitention | or Paroxiſm ] betwixt ia Paul, 
nd Barnabas may be ſo ſharp that 
Alis 15, 39: they may depart aſunder one from '® 
another : As all God's People are 
1ecearity fcattered into diſtin& Societies , 
though uniting in Spirit in the bonds of Peace z 
yet good Perſons of different Perſwaſions, may 
in ſome cafes reiuſe to hold Communion oCca» 
fionally ane with another (ſome being for grea- 
cer Laticude, cthers for ſtricter Bonds, or be- 
icg of Gifterent Principles in ſmaller Matters, 
or through Prejudice or Paffton, ) yet in Hea- 
ven they ſhall be- all of one Mind and one 
Heart, and all Diſlzntion and Diviſion "w_ ” 
al 
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laid aſide ; O what perfe& Love, ſweet Har- 
mony, and joyful Delight will there be in the 
Perſons and Graces of each other ! There will 
be no ſaying then, I am of this Opinion, or 
of this Party, or a Member of this Church 
and not of another ; but they ſhall attain to 
be in che Unity of the Faith, and united Mem- 
bers of the Triumphant Church. 

1x. Chriſtians that had their natural Infir- 
mity, ſhall leave them behind them, and their 
uniced Spirits ſhall be made perfe&t : How 
rough-hewn Natures have ſame godly Souls ? 
How unſociable are ſome that proves a great 
AfﬀMiction to themſelves and all about them , 
{till quarrelſom and diſcontented,nothing pleaſ- 
etch them , and ſometimes they cannot help ir, 
thovgh they ſtrive and fight and pray againlt ir, 
ic {till recurs and returns, and breeds much vex- 
ation ; but upon this bleſſed gathering toge- 
ther, the crooked ſhall be made 
ſtreight, and the rough places (and Ha. 40. 45. 
ſpirits ) plain, when the glory of the 
Lord ſhall be revealed : O happy day, when 
there will be no envy or diſcontent, but the 
Saints ſhall rejoyce in each others Graces and 
Comfort as their own, and lie ſquare to each 
others Spirits : Though ſome Stars ſhall out- 
ſhine others in luſter and glory, yet every Vel- 
ſel ſhall be full both of Grace and Comfort, 
and not a wry Look or peeviſh Word ſhall be 
found there to all Eternity. 
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12. The Saints that here condoled themſelves 1 


and each other in their Perſonal afflicions, 
ſhall leave their Sorrows behind chem, and all 


the occaſions and grounds thereof, and unani- ; 


mouſly thank God for compleat Immunity» 
from all, ſome are ſick, ſome are pained, ſome 
are pinched with Poverty. , others are tormen- 
ted wich wicked Children and bad Relations : 
Some have troubles of Conſcience under dark- 


neſs, hidings of God's Face, ſome aſlaulted' 


with helliſh Infe&tions , Fatanical Temptations, 
fome are deeply Melancholy, and under fad 
Complaints : Now we are requi- 


Gal. 6. 2. red to bear one anothers burthens : | 


And Paul faith, who « weak and 1 
2 Cor, Il: 29% am not weak ? Who u« offended and 


1 burn not? Grace in the Heart 


commands ſympathy with others 3; but that 
pzrfe&t State diſchargeth all Compaſſion as well 
' as Paflion : They that mourned together ſhall 
rejoyce together , not a ſigh.or groan ſhall e- 
ver poſſeſs a glorified Spirit. 

13. The Saints ſhall lay aſide all difficult and 
ſell-denying Duties : There are many perſonal 
Duties that require ſome coſt , and it becomes 


a Chriſtian before hand to fit , 


Luke 14.28. . down and count the coſt, to mortify 

ſome ſpecial Lufts , co maintain a 
ſtri& watch over Heart and Life , co worſhip 
God in the Spirit, exerciſe every Grace, main- 
tain conſtant Communion with God , theſe 


will coſt a Soul much care and induſtry, and' 
though 
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. though theſe are ſweet in manag- 


ing oO purpoſe, for Wwiſdoms ways Prov. 3.17. 
are pleaſantnef, yet becauſe of the 
corruption of our Hearts, and averſneſsto any 


*thing that's good, they become difficule, and 


then relative Duties are difficult, to diſcharge 
truſt to Relations, Parents to Children, Maſters 
to Servants, Chriſtians one to another, mutual 
Inſpe&ion , Admonition , giving and taking 
Reproots, taichiully , humbly: Chriftians find 
theſe Duties hard and grievous to fleth and 
blood : But the more Spiritual any Man grows, 
the more | Ealy they grow, the more Love 
is in our Hearts to God, the leſs 

are his commandments grievous : 1 John 5. 3, 
Now in Heaven Love will be per- 

feed : And holy Souls will be in their Ele. 
ment while they are ſerving God and-doing the 
works :of that Place: But the 

more you can fing in the ways of | Pſal. 138. 5. 


" the Lord, the more chearfully will 7* 31. 12. 


you fing in the height of Zzon. 

14. The Saints that have attended Ordinan- 
ces with many defe&s and imperfections will 
leave them all behind them, and attend the 
Lord wichout the leaft dete&, diſtraction or 
imperfetion : The beſt of God's Children have 
a weight hanging on them, and a 
fin that too eaſily beſets them , and Heb. 12.1. 
impedes their Motion and ob- 
ſtruts their Aſcent upwards: But theſe ſhackles 
ſhall be ſhak'd off with the -Body , never a 

; wandring 
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wandring Thought more to all Eternity : Here } 
we weaken the hands one of ano- 'Þ. 
Heb. 12. 12. ther , by our hands falling down ! 
and our feeble knees, bodily in- * 
firmities oft render the beſt Services weariſom, 
becauſe the holieſt Saints have but a Meaſure 
of Aﬀection, hence it was that Three «© Chriſt's 
choiceſt Diſciples ſlept while Jeſus was in his 
Agony, for though the firit was - 
Mat. 26.35, willing yet the fleſh was weak : Alas | 
41. Aaron and Hur muſt hold up Mo- 
{es hands here, the beſt at ſome | 
ſeaſons may be out of frame for Duty ; but in 
Hz2aven the Saints ſhall join hearts and hands 
without wearinels or. diſtra&tion in ſinging the 
high Praiſes of God in that heavenly Quire , 
and none ſhall fail bis Fellow, or fall ſhort of 
Duty. 

15. Saints of the meaneſt ſtature and ſfand- 
ing here ſhall be comple»t, and commence the 
higheſt degree of Grace in Glory : I ſay, not 
» that all the Saints ſhall have equal Degrees of 

Glory ; the Text faith, chat at the 
1 Cor. 15.41, Reſurrection, one ſtar differeth 
42+ from another ſtar in plory : Its true | 

all cheſe heavenly luminaries ſhall Þ} 
bz perfetly joined in one conſtellation : Bue 

200d Divines think,that as there will be Degrees 

Gf Tormeats in Hell, ſo of Joys in Heaven : 

As the Veſſels are larger co contain more, or as | 

Men have henoured God more here below, 

yet the meaneſt Saint will be top full of glory : 
For 
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Defe#s, but hethat » feeble in that 


' day ſhall be as David, and the houſe 


of David as God, as the Angel of 
the Lord before them : There will 
no more be thence an infant of days : 


The meaneſt Chriſtian will in. 


ſome reſpe&s be equal with he 
Anpels in beaven, Children in 
Grace ſhall be grown up to be 
perfe& Men, to the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 


4 % . 
«*, © &E PS. 


For they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of © 
t, and they that turn many unto righ. 
teouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 
3- Weak Chriſtians ſhall no more complain of 


Zech. 12. 8. 


I/a. 65. 20. 


Mat. 22. 30, 


Eph. 4. 13. 


16. Saints at that day ſhall be raiſed above the 
reviiings, calumnies, and flanders of a malici- 
ous World , and be advanced to the higheſt 


Honour : In this World every one can throw 


dirt on God's Children, and account them the 
vileſt of Men, nor waGby to live upon Earth, 


and cry as they againſt Paul, away 
with ſuch a fellow from the earth for 
itgs not fit that be ſhould live : But 
what faich God of ſuch : Of 2»hom 
the world was not worthy: No 


Nicknames ſhall follow them to 


Aﬀts 22. 22. 


Heb. 11. 38. 


' Heaven, they ſhall not be there c2ll:d Puritans, 


Fanaticks, Schiſmaticks , Fools, nay, poflibly 
they ſhall be honoured among Men when dead 


and raiſed to glory : The memory of 
the juſt s bleſſed: The godly a- 


Prov. 10.7,14. 


buve 


14 * 
on 4 « 4 * 
> $ C + 
Seto 6 » & 
= 


by - 
FE » »* . p 
= on 
, = 


the wicked and d1mned in Hell ſhall eſteem 
honourably of them, as the Rich Man that 
thought ( once Poor ) Lazarus a fit Embaſla- 
dour to fend to his Rich Brethren on Earth, 
Luke 16. 28. yea it may be wretched Hypo- 


Mat. 23.29. tombs of deceaſed prophets, and gar- 
niſh the ſepulchers of the righteous, 
were, did once abuſe and revile on Earth, they 
will call the dead Saints and canonize them, 
whenas they miſcal fuch as they, are Hypo- 
crites and no better then Devils: God of 
earns the Scales and rolls away the Reproach 


of all his Servants. 
17. Saints that have exerciſed Charity and 


F ; ty, ſhall embrace each other with mutual Ala- 


crity : Our Lord affirms it, That whoſoever 


diſciple ( though he may be miſtaken) werily I ſay 
a#nto 70u, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward, Mat. 
10. 42. O will the poor Beggar ſay, there's 
my loving Beneſactor , the Debtor will there 
| own his Creditor that forgave bim 
Mat. 18. 26, all when he bad nothing to pay ; 
27. well faich the Free-hearted dit- 
burſer, I do not repent it, fince I 

am lo richly rewarded, this Recompence is a- 
bove 


| bove ſhall honour them , though ſometimes 1 
they thought and ſpoke ſlightly of them, nay, * 


Crites on Earth will build the | 


in honour tothem, whom they or ſuch as they - 


Hoſpitality , and ſuch as received their Boun- | 


gives but a cup of cold water (it he hath not. 
a fire to warm it ) to 4 little one in the name of a. 
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boye my expectations, and contrary to my de- 
ſerts : Strange that I ſhould receive ſo much 
for laying out ſolittle, this is above 7aac's reap- 
ing an hundred Fold : How comfortable will 
that Language of our Lord be, when he ſhall 
ſay as in Mat. 25. 34,—40. Come ye bleſſed of my 
father inherit the kingdom prepared for. you, &c. 
Behold my Deputies, in relieving of whom 
you relieved me , I took it as done to my Per- 
fon what you did to-my Members, and you 
ſhall be glorified together. 

18. Saints that have wanted many things in 
this World , when they meet above ſhall want 
nothing: In this World the Body is full of 
Wants, we want neceflaries to ſupply Nature, 
we want food to nouriſh us, cloaths rt cover 
us , phyfick to cure us, arrows to defend us , 
ſleep co refreſh us, yet theſe but ſupply particu- 
Jar wants, and Men ordinarily have depen- 
dance one upon another for Supplies: But 
when God's Children get above, yet though 
they ſhall have fweet Communion with each 


. other , yet their Happineſs chiefly depends on 


the Viſion and Fruicion of God: 

With bim is the fountain of life, in . Pſal. 36. 9. 

in bis light they ſee light, in bis pre» P/al. 16, 11, 

ſence is fulneſs of joy: The Sun 

doth dart its Beams through the wi:vte Uni- 

verſe: God's Prefence (not Saints) makes 

Heaven: The King makes the Court nor Cour- 

tiers : Nothing can ſatisfy the capacious >oal bur 
C30d : 
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God : I ſhall be ſatisfied, ſaith' Da? 
Plal. 17. 15. _ when I awake with thy like- 
: That and nathing elſe gives | 
content : Angels and glorified Spirits, as Crea- [4 
cures muſt ſay, ir is not in me to fatisfy you ; 
God alone can: Now and never till now the 
Soul faith, I have enough, I need no more : 
I have not only taſted but drunk deep of this 
River cf Pleaſures, yea bathed my Soul in this 
blefſ:d Ocean of Delights : Nor do I ſurfeit 
upon theſe, but freih Springs of joy yield me 
perpetual contentment, 

19. All Saints paſs through the valley of the 
ſhadow of Death to that Glory : None exemp- 
red but Exmcck and Elias, and thoſe that ſhall be 
found alive at the laſt day : Ir is no ſtrange 

thing, For it xs afpointed to Men 
Heb. 9.27. once to. die; It is the common 
Lot of Mankind, even thz beſt 
Men : The Sting of Deat!') is gone, its but a 
T;ap-docr to let us into Heaven : Thouſands 
are gots before us, they are nor Joſt but laid } 
up: Ve ſhall meet them again : O who would 
be afraid of Death when Jeſus Chriſt hath per- 
famed the Grave for us? W ell may a gracelels 
Soul be. afraid tO dis, b<caule he knows not |, 
what Company tie ſhall converſe with in che oe 
ther World , but may fare with Devils and 
damned. Souls, bur the righteous | 
Prov. 14. 32» bath bope in hs death, and. fees Je- 
ſus Chriſt {tanding with a Crown 


on his Head and another in his Hand, ſaying, 
Be |] 


FF Be thou faithful unto death and 1 will 
ive thee a crown of life: Why Rev. 2.10, 

uld we then fear this King of 
Terrours that's diſarmed, it may 
hiſs, but cannot ſting us : It may + Cw. 15. $6, 
| kill us, but cannot hurt us: See 57 + 
* Yonder glorified Aſſembly of the 

Pirits of Juſt Men made perfe&t have coh- 
: quered Death, and are ſet upon triumphant 
I Thrones. op 

20, This bleſſed Society of departed Sonls, 
ſhall continue through the Ages of Eternity : 
, | }In this World they met and parted agayn, 

there was many intermiffions in their ſweet 

Communion : But now they ſhall for ever 
well in the Houſe of the Lord, 
- ſing praiſes to the lamb for e- Rev. 3. 12. 
ermore : Such as overcome ſhall be h 
illars in the temple of God, and ſhall go no more 
wt : They ſhall never be baniſhed out of thif 
eavenly Paradiſe : This word ever, evermore, 
erlaſting , puts new Life into the glorious 
ngs of Praiſe, and daily revives their Spirits: 
ter ten thouſands of Millions of Ages ſhall 
he Joy be as' freſh as at their firſt ' Entrance : þ 


t River is ſtill running, in thy % 
ſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy Fd. 16. 11. 4 
| Fight band there are pleaſures for e- : 


ermore: Mortality is writ upon all Sublunaries: 
ernity puts an Accent upon Spirituals : 
here ſhall be no night there [no ,, 4 
louds, no Eclipes of _ Glory, ] c 
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| God : I ſhall be [need ſaith Da*|® 
_ when I awake with thy like-| 

: That and nothing elſe gives] 
content: Angels and glorified Spirits, as Crea-! 
eures muſt ſay, it is not in me to fatisfy you ;| 
God alone can: Now and never till now the 
Soul faith, I have enough, 1 need no more : 
I have not only taſted but drunk deep of this : 
River of Pleaſures, yea bathed my Sout in this 
blefſ:ed Ocean of Delights : Nor do ſurfeit 
upon theſe, but freih Springs of joy yield me | 
perpetual contentment, | 

19. All Saints paſs throngh the valley of the 
ſhadow of Death to that Glory : None exemp- 
ted but Enock and Elias, and thoſe that ſhall be 
found alive at the laſt day : Ir is no ſtrange 
thing, For it z« appointed to Men 
once to. die: It is the common 
Lot oi Mankind, even th: beſt 
Men : The Sting of Deat! is gone, its bur a 
T:ap-docr to let us into Heaven : Thouſand: 
are gote before us, they are not Ioft but laid 
up: Ve ſhall meet them again : O who woulg 
be afraid of Death when Jeſus Chriſt hath per- 
famed the Grave for us? W ell may a gcacele{ 
Soul be afraid tO die, b<caule he knows 'not 
what Compary ie {hall converſe with in che o« 
ther World, bas may fare with Devils and 
damned. Souls, bur the righteoan, 

Prov. 14. 32» bath bope in "ty death, and fees Je 
ſus Chriſt {tanding with a Crowr 


on his Head and another in his Hand, ſaying 
Bi 


Plel. 17. 15. 


Heb. 9. 27. 


give thee @ crown of life: Why Rev. 2.10. 
uld we then fear this King of 
Terrours that's diſarmed, it may 
hiſs, but cannot ſting us : It may 2 Cr. 15. 56, 
kill us, but cannot hurt us : See 57* - 
onder glorified Aſſembly of the 
Pirits of Juſt Men made perfe&t have coh- 
quered Death, and are ſet upon triumphant 
Thrones. b 

20, This bleſſed Society of departed Soals, 
ſhall continue through the Ages of Eternity : 


|. In this World they met and parted agan, 


there was many intermiffions in their ſweet 
Communion : But now they ſhall for ever 
dwell in the Houſe of the Lord, 

and - ſing praiſes to the lamb for e+ Rev.3. 12. 


' wermore : Such as overcome ſhall be 


pillars in the temple of God, and ſhall go no more 


out : They ſhall never be baniſhed out of thi 
heavenly Paradiſe : This word ever, evermore, 
everlaſting , puts new Life into the glorious 


Songs of Praiſe, and daily revives their Spirits : 
After ten thouſands of Millions of Ages ſhall 


the Joy be as' freſh as at their firſt ' Entrance : 


"That River is ſtill running, in thy * 


preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy Fſal. 16. 11. 
right band there are K x for e- 


wvermore: Mortality is writ upon all Sublunaries: 
Eternity puts an Accent upon Spirituals : 
There ſhall be no night there [no , 
Clouds, no Eclipes of = Glory,] | p 
of 


F for the Lord 


God giveth them light, and they ſhall | Þb 
reign for ever and ever : It is recorded of Diage- Þ# &þ 
144, that when he ſaw his three Son's crowned Þ 


in one day at the O/ympick Games as Victors, 4 
died away while he was embracing them for | 
joy : But though the Saints ſhall be in a con- F 
riaual Extacy and tranſport of Joy, in behold» | «+ 
ing their Children in Chriſt, and their poly 1 A 
Chriſtian-Friends, yet their Heart-ſtrings ſh; 
not break,but be inlarged wich comfort,and per-J. x1 
retuated jor evermore. 

Oh what a day will that be, when all the F © 
SSn's of the Second Adam ſhall meet together, Y 1, 
io many pure Spirits defecated from the ſordid F g: 
dregs of Sin and Suffering ſhall join cheir, Har- F , 
monious Muſick and Melody in praifing our F {4 
dear Lord, whoſe glorious PerieRions we could I 
never extoll ! What a brave Quire will that. 

*make ! Not a diſcordant String among them 
all : But as one Eye moves the other rolls, 
when one String is ſtruck the other ſounds, 
ſuch a blending ſympathy will chere be of well-: 
cuned Praiſes in that heavenly Chorus : Jgnati 
5 thinks the Sun Moon and Stars}, made a. 
Quire about the Star that appeared at Chritts 
1:;c2:7:ation 3 oh then what an Halcyon-day 

will that be, when the morning ſt ars* 
Few, 79. ſhall ſing together, and the ſon's of 3 
God ſhall ſhout for joy: O what 
22 harmonious Harmony, in perfe&t Sympho- 
har mutual Love and Delight in each 
17:27. Lea they ſhall Loye one another the 
Letter 
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better for the perfe& Love they have to God : ® 
And bathing their Souls in that fathomle6 O- . © 

cean of divine Love. 

Its true, the infinite God is ultimately - and 
© objectively the Saints proper delight both here 
and in Heaven , but glorified Bodies united co 
theſe bleſſed Souls, and the bliſsful- Society of 
Angels and Saints, will be no ſmall acceffories 
of, che Saints Happineſs : As there will be no 
Hypacite there to cool their Charity, fo there 
will not be mifling the meansſt Member of 
Chriſt : The weak Chriſtian that cryed out my 
lameneſs, my lameneſs, ſhall chen be ſtrong : The 
dark Soul that rarely got a glimpſe of God, or 
a ſealing of the Spirit , ſhall walk for ever in 
the light of God's countenance: The grieved 
Saint ſhall be now in an Extacy of Joy : Not 
a gracious Soul ſhall be miffing, not the leaſt 
Grace wanting, not a Duty loſt, all fecrec 
Prayers , Tears , Groans , ſhall 
come to light and be rewarded, Fſal. 56. 8. 
their Tears were bottled, their 
Prayers bookt, and now ſhall be produced : 
Nat an A of Charity, though the Left-hand 
knew not what the Right-hand did ( much leſs 
+ 'others ) but it ſhall be brought to light before 
Angels and Men , with high Approbation and 
Commendation. 

Oh who would not be preparing for ſuch 
a Day ? Who would not long for it, 


breath after it , and freely welcom it ? Let all 
I 2 the 
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the Children of the bride-chamber - 
Luke 12. 25. make themſelves ready, kt your loins 
be girded about and your lights bur- 

ning : Be waking and watchful , attend his ' , 
Motions, be glad of his Approaches, and glad- 
ly welcom the Bridegreoms coming with. all 
his holy Angels and glorified Spirits, deſcend- 
ing in the Clouds to fetch you home into thoſe = 
Cceleſtial Manſions to be for ever with the Lord: 2 
Be not afraid, when he faith, ſurely I come J v 
_ quickly, let the redeemed of the Lord eccho, : 
Amen, even lo come Lord Jeſus, Amen, fo beit. 4 fl 
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Advertiſement. 


Theſe BOOKS are Publiſh'd by the Rever- 
exd Mr, Oliver Heywood, M. A. Mini- k 
fter of the Goſpel, and Sold by Thomas {| | 
Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three- 
Crowns i» Cheapfide, viz. 


7. 'D Aptiſmal Bonds Renewed,being ſome 
Medications on P/al. go. . : 

2. Cloſet Prayer a Chriſtians Duty. 

3. ure Mercies of David. 


4. 1ſraels 


BOOXS Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt: 
4. Iſraels Lamentation after the Lord. 
F. The Holy Life and Happy Death, of 
Mr. Jobs Angier, Miniſter formerly at Denton, 
near Mancheſter. 

6. Advice to an only Child, or excellent 
Counſel to all popgruom 

7. Beſt Intail, *% Diſcourſe on 2 Sam. 23. 5. 

8. Family Altar, a Diſcourſe 'on Gen. 35. 
2, 3- for to Promote the Worſhip of God in pri- 
vate Families. | 

g. Meetneſs for Heaven on Coloſ. x. 12. de- 
ſigned for a Funeral Legacy. 

10. The New Creature on Galations, 6. 15. 
lately Publiſh'd. 


- 


\ 


BOOKS written by the Reverend My. J. How. 
() F Thoughtfulnefs for the Morrow, With 


an Appendix concerning the immoderate 
Deſire of Foreknowing Things to come. 

Of Charity, inreference to other Mens Sins. 

A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Richard 
Adams , M. A. ſometime Fellow of Braſen- 
Noſe Colledge in Oxford. 

The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Souls : 
In a Treatiſe on Luke 19. 41, 42. With an 
Appendix, wherein ſomewhat is occaſionally 
diſcourſed, concerning the Sin againſt the Ho- 
ly. Ghoſt, and how God is {:id co will the Sal- 
vation of them that periſh. 


AA 


FW "ÞOOXS Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt. 


- A Sermon dire&ing what weare todo after a 


ſtrict enquiry , Whether or no we truly love 
God. ; 4 
A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Efthex Sampſon, 


the late Wife of Henry Sampſon, DoRor of Phy- ' 


ſick. 
The Carnality of Religiaus Contention. In 


ewo Sermons, preach'd at the Merchants Le- } 


Rure in Proadſtreet. | 
A Sermon for Reformation --of Manners. 
A Sermon preach't on the Day of ThankfF., 

giving, December 2. 1697. to which is prefix'd 

Dr. Bates Congratulatory Speech 

KING. 


A Calm and Sober Enquiry, concerning | 
the Poflibilcy of a Trinity in the God- | 


tiead, | | 
A Tetter to a Friend , concerning a Poſt- 
ſcript to the Defence of Do. Sherlock's Notion 


of the Trinity in Unity, relating to the Calm 
and Sober Enquiry upon the fame Sub- J 


je. 


A View of that part of the late Conſide- 4 
rations to- H, H. about the Trinity : Which . 
concerns the Sober Enquiry on that Sub- }_ 


ject. 


Tr.e Redeemer's Dominion over the Inviſt - 


ble World. 
A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Hammond. 
A Funeral Sermon tor Dr. Wil. Bates. 
A Funeral Sermon for Mr. Mat. Mead. 


x. THEit 


to [the : 


I 


"—_— 


= «acl oe dens 4 


| ned. 


BOOKS written by Mr. Flavel. . 


of 4 H E Fountain of Life open'd,or a Dif 
play of Chriſt in his Eſſential andMedi-, 


\ ktorial Glory ; containing Forty twa Sermons 


on various*Texts, Wherein the Impetration 
of our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is orderly 
unfolded, as it was begun, carried on, and 
finiſhed by his Covenant Tranſaction, myſteri- 
ous Incarnation, ſolemn Call and Dedication , 
bleſſed Offices, deep Abaſement, and Supere- 
minent Advancement. | 
2. A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein 
the Divine Original, excellent and immortal 
Nature of the Sonl are opened ; its Love and 


 Inclination to the Body, with the neceflicy of 


i Separation. from it, conſider'd and Impro- 
ved. The Exiſtence, Operations and States of 
ſeparated Souls both in Heaven and Hell im- 
mediately after Death, aſſerted, diſcuſſed, and 
varioufly applied. Divers knotty and difficult 
Queſtions abouc depraved-Souls, both Philoſo- 
phical, and Theological, ſtated and determi- 


3- The Method of Gracein bringing home the 


| Eternal Redemption, contrived by the Father, 


and accompliſhed by the Son, through che Et- 
fetual Application of the Spiric unto God's 


Ele&, being the ſecond Part of Goſpel Re- 


demption. | 
4. 'The Divine Conduct or Myſtery of Provi- 
vidence, its Being and Efficacy atlerted and 
| vindica- 


a 
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" vindicated : All the Methods of Providence in 
our Courſe -of Life open'd , with  Dire&ons 
how to apply and improve them. - 

5. Navigation fpicitualiz'd,or a new, Compaſs 
for Seaman, conſiſting of Thirty two Points of 
pleaſant Obſervations , profitable Applications, - 
{zrious Refleions, all concluded with ſo many 
» ſpiritual Poems, &c. 

6. Hnsbandry Spiritualiz'd , or the Heaven- 
ly uſe of Earthly things. 

7. A Token for Mourners. 

8. The Saint indeed or the Great Work of 
a Chriſtian. 

9. The Touch-ſtone of Sincerity or the 
fign's of and ſymptoms of Hypocrifie : Bein 
the Second Part of the Saint Indeed. All theſe 
Nine by John Flavel, late Miniſter at Darr- 


mouth. | 


— — 


T. Funeral Sermon on theDeath of Mr. Fo- 
| ſeph Barret ; by Fobnm Whitlock, Funior ; 
to which is added his Holy Life, his Evidences, 
Experiences, Holy Reſfolves, Divine Medita- 
cions, and his conſtant Courſe of Self-Exami- 
nation, being part of an Exact Diary written 
by his own Hand. | 
2. The Remains of Mr. Foſeph Barret, be- : 
ing the Second Part, taken out of an Exact 
Diary written by his own Hand. 


